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What's Happening at UUCIL? — September 5 Labor of Love September 26 Water Service
Mgf;i‘g‘ Z Zj‘tgéfo y Rev. Lucas Hergert, preaching Rev. Lucas Hergert, preaching
Septem . Live UUCIL Band UUCIL Choir
Shawl Ministry What is your labor of love? What is Pat Mielke — Accompanist

Sunday Services Committee
September 3-5:
UU Adult Labor Day Camp
September 4:
Labor of Love
September 7:
Men’s Grounp
September 8:
RE Teacher Training
September 9:
Caring & Concerns Committee
Board Meeting
September 11:
RE Teacher Training
Meditation Workshop
Choir Rebearsal
September 12:
Congregational Meeting
UUCIL Lunch Fundraiser
September 14
Men’s Group
September 16:
Finance Committee
Choir Practice
September 17:
Stargazers
September 19:
Potluck (A-E)
September 22:
Choir Rebearsal
September 24
Family Game Night & Pizza
September 25:
Meditation Workshop
September 26:
Program Council
September 28:
Shawl Ministry
Men’s Group

WATCH REV. LUCAS'
SERMONS ONLINE:
www.uucil.net

the work you are called to in this
life? In this outdoor service, Rev.
Lucas will preach on the work that
calls to us. Join us for a service and
work party!

September 12 Living Our Faith Boldly
Rev. Lucas Hergert, preaching

UUCIL Choir

Pat Mielke — Accompanist

Faith is about taking risks. It is not
always safe--sometimes it calls us to
places of discomfort and even
danger. How can the Unitarian
Universalist Church in Livermore
live its  faith  boldly  and
unapologetically? As we begin the
journey of strategic planning, Rev.
Lucas will discuss the need to boldly
plan for our future. Our new board
members and strategic planning

committee ~ members  will  be

recognized.

September 19 A Parable of
Loneliness

Rev. Lucas Hergert, preaching
Pat Mielke - Accompanist

The philosopher Hannah Arendt
says that one of the most dangerous
parts of contemporary society is that
we live as groups of people who are
totally separate from one another.
Loneliness and isolation have
become staples of our culture. How
can religious community provide a
response to that?

This will be an intergenerational
water service put on by the Sunday
Services committee. Bring water
from your destination this summet!

Grour

NOTE!

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

SUNDAY , SEPTEMBER12
AT 12NOON

TOPIC:

MEMBER BOND
PROPOSAL

PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND

UUCIL Staff
Minister: Reverend Lucas Hergert (Office Hrs:
W-F 10:00 a.m.—noon & by appt.)

Director of Religions Education: Renness Tomley

Administrator: Jennifer Neff

Choir Director: Dee Wood

Newsletter: Desty Shoemaker
The UUCIL Newsletter is published 12
times each year. The editor, Desty
Shoemaker, welcomes submissions from
all sources. Please submit your input to
Desty at shoemaker4@llnl.gov. All input
must be received by the 3t Sunday of the
month to ensure inclusion in the next
month’s edition.



http://www.uucil.net/
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Mi ni st er 6s Corne Ronés Report
o Wh y Do We Co me September is usually an important month for UUCIL,
Year?O and this year is no exception. We start our program

We are approaching another church year.
And each time we do this, I try to take time
to remind myself why we come together.
There are probably many answers to that
question, but this is the one that comes to
mind now. It is an answer that has been
burning for me recently: We enter this
community in order to find deeper meaning
and purpose in this life.

This year, UUCIL is going to provide a
number of outlets for exploring our deeper
meaning and purpose. I am introducing a new
adult religious education structure. Each fall, I
plan to offer a class called Roots: A Course
for New Unitarian Universalists. It will be
geared toward newer members of our
community, and is open to anyone who wants
to learn more about our faith’s history,
governance, and theology.

Each spring, I plan to offer Branches:
Deepening Our Unitarian Universalist Faith.
The topics will change each year, but will
always be focused on deepening an aspect of
Unitarian Universalism that was introduced in
the Roots class. This year the topic will be
Unitarian Universalist theology.

Another way that we will be called to a
deeper purpose is through our social justice
program. For the 2010-11 church year, our
social justice task force is focusing on
Livermore families. There are many ways to
become engaged, and I invite you to explore
these many possibilities.

I am looking forward to our work this year.

In faith,
Rev. Lucas

year with what has become a tradition, our Labor Of
Love Sunday worship-and-work day on the Sunday
before Labor Day. I hope your plans include lending
a helping hand on September 5.

The next Sunday, September 12, is an important day
for the fiscal health of our congregation. The member
bonds that were so generously funded seven years ago
must be paid off October 1, so we must enter into a
new round of funding. The Board has authorized the
Finance Committee to offer fifteen $5,000 bonds
($75,000) to members to effect this refinancing. You
will receive many more details as the days go forward
(as well as additional articles in this Newsletter) & I
hope you’ll plan to attend the Congregational Meeting
scheduled for 12:00 PM on September 12. At that
meeting, the members will be asked to formally
authorize sale of the bonds. If approved, the offering
will proceed, and we hope to have the new round of
financing completed well before October 1.

A key feature of this offering is the requirement that
the Board institute a sinking fund to fully pay off the
issued bonds at their due dates. I think this is both
brilliant and necessary. We did not have a stated
means for retiring our current seven-year bonds.
Now, however, I believe it is important to formalize a
means of timely bond retirement that will effectively
increase our budget towards taking on new debt and
demonstrate that we have the means and the will to
manage our debt going forward.

Please read the material you receive and consider the
importance of this bond offering. And, I hope,
participate enthusiastically in this next phase of the
financial health of UUCIL.

Finally, please help me to extend our collective thanks
to John Stroud for rebuilding the damaged benches in
the Memorial Garden. The new benches are sturdy
and beautiful and a great reflection of John’s skill and
dedication to UUCIL.

In peace and fellowship —
Ron


http://lkhergert.googlepages.com/blackch.jpeg/blackch-full;init:.jpeg
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Religious Education News

Everyone is a learner.
Everyone can help build the lifespan bridge at UUCIL
Everyone can be a teacher.

You can contribute to the future
You can contribute to our children
You can be a teacher.

We need you now.

We are looking for teachers for the Fall Religious Education Pr ~ ogram,
grades K-8.

Teacher Training begins Wednesday, Sept. 8 ™ and Saturday, Sept.11, 2010.

Please call Rennie at
925-447-8747,
925-485-3652,0r 510 -599-1361
and let & talk about the possibilities!

No one has yet realized the wealth of
sympathy, the kindness and generosity
hidden in the soul of a child. The effort

of every true education should be to
unlock that treasure.
Emma Goldman



http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/emmagoldma101425.html
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Standing on the Side of Love
is a public advocacy campaign
that seeks to harness love’s
power to stop oppression. It is
sponsored by the Unitarian
Universalist Association and
all are welcomed to join. See
more on the website at
www.standingonthesideoflove.
org. You can be the proud
owner of a yellow t-shirt that
tells the world that you are
Standing on the Side of Love.
Across the country, UU’s have
found that they really make a
statement just by showing up
in those t-shirts. Sign up on
the back counter if you would
like to order one now. Our
tirst bulk order will be placed
on October 1. Contact Lois
Dueltgen with questions.

WANTED: Your extra
garden produce.
Bring it to UUCIL's
Labor of Love on
Sunday, September
5 and it will be added
to the salad for
everyone to share.
Also on the menu:
beef and veggie
burgers. Please
RSVP Claire Nelson
(msclairenelson@ya
hoo.com) to request
your choice.

UUCIL:
Working Toward
Social Justice
September  Update

Mark your calendars and plan to participate in Tri-Valley Haven's Pace
for Peace 5K Walk/Run and the Panama Red Block Party on
Saturday, October 2, in Downtown Livermore! Help the Haven
provide much needed services for families in the Tri-Valley, and let
the larger community see that UUCIL members and friends stand with
them in their efforts. Pace for Peace is based on the belief that a safe
home is the first step to a world without violence.

Pace for Peace kicks off at 8 AM and will feature a scenic route from
Downtown Livermore to the arroyo and back. Registration forms will
be available online and at church starting September 1. Consider
participating in one of the following ways.

e Collect pledges and run or walk with the UUCIL group

e Make a pledge for one or more of our UUCIL runners or walkers

Everyone is then invited to attend the Third Annual Panama Red
Block Party by the Panama Red Coffee Shop in Downtown
Livermore! There will be BBQ), live music, shopping, kids activities,
and fun from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM. UUCIL will have a booth there
with games for all ages. Members can volunteer time and talent in one
of the following ways.

o Staff the booth: 10:30-12:30 / 12:30-2:30 / 2:30-4:30

e Create a poster for display in the booth expressing UUCIL support
tfor the work of Tri-Valley Haven

e C(Create a UUCIL get-acquainted postcard for distribution at the
booth — need both content and design

Walkers and runners who raise $50 in pledges can order a t-shirt
provided by Tri-Valley Haven. Other t-shirt options include wearing
your UUCIL t-shirt that the high school group sold or wearing a
Standing on the Side of Love t-shirt. A minimum of $25 in pledges is
required to participate.

For more information or to volunteer, visit the Connections Center
on Sunday, sign up on the back counter, or call Maureen Hamm at
925-961-7239.


http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/
http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/
mailto:msclairenelson@yahoo.com
mailto:msclairenelson@yahoo.com
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A Financial Update from the Treasurer

FY10 was an excellent pledge year. Our received pledge income exceeded the budgeted
amount by 3% and our collection rate was a fantastic 99%! Because of this the final
accounting for FY10 leaves us with a small positive balance of $2,350. The positive outcome
is primarily due to an increase in membership, and the new pledges associated with this
growth.

The new fiscal year has begun on a solid financial footing. Our pledged support for FY11
nearly matches (95%) what was planned in the budget, and early pledge payments amount to
22% of the year's expected contributions.

We have made a good financial start for FY11, but we need to stay engaged to continue the
positive financial performance, and you can help. Support our fundraising; Use escrip when
you shop online and at local grocers; Invest in the longterm future of the church, and keep
those pledges and freewill offerings coming in!

On another note, the church has long-term debt associated with our expansion from two to
tour buildings. Part of this debt is financed through member loans in the form of bonds that
come due next month. The finance committee and the Board of Trustees have a proposal for
refinancing and retiring this debt over the next seven years. They are very excited to offer this
to our members. Look for more information- in this newsletter, in your mailbox, and at the
church. Come to the congregational meeting. Invest your time and money in the future of the

church.

FY11 Pledge Income Status
Budgeted: $215,000
Total Pledge Payments received as of July 31, 2010:

Pledged to Date: $206,600.00
$45,135.90

-Julie O'Brien, Treasurer WANTED: Weed

Pullers: Must be able
to bend over and

WANTED: Window
Washers: Squeegies

WANTED: Person(s)
with knife sharpening
skills and sharpening
stone. Needed Sept.
5. Pay is gratitude
from the entire
kitchen staff.

& water provided.
Needed Sept. 5,
2010. The pay is
appreciation from
children, RE teachers
and groups who can
then look outside
from in without
seeing spots.

reach the ground
without back pain.
Previous experience
not required. Needed
Sept. 5, 2010.

The pay is
appreciation of all
those who  walk
through our grounds.
Bring  your  own
gloves and tools, or
use ours.
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The Bonds Are Coming!
The Bonds Are Coming!

Hear ye, hear ye!

That’s right, the bonds that were sold approximately 7
years ago are coming DUE. Or is that do? In any event,
UUCIL needs to decide what to DO! The Finance
Committee has recommended that new bonds be sold, in
order to pay off the existing bonds, but with a #mwist. Or
wo.

First, the duration of the new bond offering will be from 3
to 7 years, including 4, 5, 6 and 7 years notes, not just 2
years or 7 years. Twist number one. Second, the Finance
committee has recommended that a “sinking fund” be

stablished in order to pay off the interest and Principal o
the bonds, so that at the end of 7 years, all the bonds will
be paid off in full. Twist number #wo.

The information I have gathered regarding the bonds that

those bonds at a later date, unless, of coutse, funds were
available to pay off a bond or two. Alas, funds weren’t

will be paid off is that, for the most part, UUCIL didn’t fa
intend to pay off the principal; but rather to refinance

vailable, or at least the priority of the Board of Trustee

didn’t determine that funds were available. And frankly,
there are many good uses of the funds we have had
available to pay for other needs.

At this time in UUCIL history, however, the Finance
Committee believes we need to fund paying off the bond
holders over the life of the new bonds — provided of
course that the congregation agrees to incur the debt. The
Board of Trustees has agreed with the Finance Committee,
and supports the new bond sales with the provision of a
sinking fund. Keep an eye on your mailbox (Snail and
“e”) for more information about the upcoming bond sale —

provided the congregation votes in favor of this proposal.
If you have questions please contact any board member, or
the Finance Committee Chair — Michael Cooke. Details
will be forthcoming — stay tuned!

WANTED: High
Climbers: To retrieve
toys of nursery roof,
clear leaves  off
sanctuary roof, and
dust fan blades. Must
have experience with
ladders. Pay is a big
thanks from all the
children whose toys
you've retrieved and
for keeping the air
conditioning vents
clear of tree debris.

WANTED: Construc-
tion Workers: Must
be able to work as a
team, dig a shallow
trench and swing a
sledgehammer.Nee-
ded Sept. 5, 2010.

Pay is gratitude from
parents & children for
making the children's
sandbox play area a
safer place.

WANTED Sept. 5:
Super cleaning &
gardening tools and
enthusiastic  users!
Need we say
more?...
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Fall Circle Dinner Sign-up Time

The current round of Circle Dinners have
concluded and we will start new groups in
September. This is an ideal time for new
people to join in the fun. Some groups include
children, some groups are adults only, and
some people prefer to be on the alternate list
because their schedules make a regular
commitment difficult. Fach group will
determine how many times it will meet
between October and February for potluck
and conversation. It is all very relaxed and
provides a wonderful way to get better
acquainted with other members and friends.
Sign-up and information sheets will be
available on the counter at the back of the
Sanctuary and at the Connection Center.
Laura Pederson will be at the Connection
Center on September 12" to answer any
questions. September 27th will be the day new
groups will be formed. For more information,
contact Joan Dickinson, (925) 447-6454, or
bobjoan@comcast.net

Annual Labor of Love Service
Sunday September 5™ 8am & noon
Rev. Lucas will lead a short service at 10:30.

This service will bring our community
together in a spirited atmosphere for
maintenance and  beautification  projects
including but not limited to scrubbing,
weeding, organizing things, repairs and
reconstructing our children's sandbox. Our
children will make stepping stones for our

gardens.

There will be something for everyone. Join us
afterward for lunch.

Coming Soon to Your e-Mail Inbox
Look for an email from UUCIL to arrive in
your Inbox soon. It's a survey about
clectronic scrip usage which we're asking
friends and members to complete. If the word
"survey" sounds ominous, don't believe it!
One person testing the survey said "It's easy,
once you get started."

The purpose of the survey is to give us data
which we anticipate will help us double the
participation, double the income, of our easiest
of all fundraisers.

Thanks in advance for your help.

Claire Nelson and Keith Mielke

and now it’s time to re-assemble for the new

church year. Rehearsal schedules have been
sent out and I’'m in the process of choosing
music for our Sunday services.

Each summer I try to attend at least one
music-otriented conference, and this summer is
no exception. I spent one week on the
Oregon Coast in an intensive workshop
reading lots of choral music and working to
improve my conducting skills. It was well
worthwhile and I feel energized for the next
term at UUCIL.

I’m looking forward to seeing all the choir
members again, as well as any newcomers who
are thinking of joining us. Our first rehearsal
will be on Saturday, September 11 at 3:00.

Dee


mailto:bobjoan@comcast.net
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Annual Paci i c
Retreat: Fridayd Sunday, October 15 317

How long has it been since you last got together
with a group of men and talked about what's really
important to you? Not the latest baseball game,
not the cool summer weather we've been having,
not the price of gas. I mean instead what's really
close to your heart.

For many years now, UU men of the Pacific
Central District have gathered on the third
weekend in October and have played, explored,
meditated, sung, made new friends and learned
from one another. This yeat’s retreat, the weekend
of Oct. 15-17, will focus on three issues:

« Making friendships, deepening friendships

« Coping with retirement and semi-retirement

e Men’s perspective on taking charge of our
personal health

Come join UU men for a weekend of fun, kinship,
workshops and morel!

Location: Westminster Retreat Center, Alamo
Cost: $225 (accommodation, meals, materials) --
Limited scholarships are available
Register:www.pcd-uua.org/2010mensretreat.pdf
Contact: Gordon Smith at 408-393-6182 or

pcdmensretreat@gmail.com.

Ce .

PeTLOCK

Since summer month attendance tends to
be less than usual, helpers for potluck on
September 19™ will be anyone who can
assist. Helpers for October 17" will be

those with last names beginning with A-E.

~~8ave the Dates ~~ UU Adult Labor

Day Camp ~~ Save the Dates ~~

UU Adult Labor Day Camp, A weekend for
Adults age 18 and up

at Camp 2 of the Mendocino Woolands from
September 3-6, 2010 (optional day on
September 2)

After a long summer of entertaining kids, hectic
travels, summer doldrums, heat exhaustion or
simply in anticipation of the Fall, come join us in
the grandeur of the glorious redwoods. Allow
the crisp air and serene setting to refresh your
spirit. Indulge yourself with adult conversations,
solitude along the creek, or fellowship in the
lodge.  Your wvitality will be restored with
activities such as music, hiking, fireside chats,
dancing, beading, round singing or other
spontaneous  fun  with fellow campers.
Bernadette Burns & Marty Hoffman are
the Deans again this year. They will personally
make sure you have a great timel!ll

Games ~ Music ~ Dance ~ Hiking ~
Reading ~ Crafts

Hanging out with old friends and making
new ones!

All this and a glorious setting too!
could ask for anything more?

Who

For more info and a registration flyer, contact:
Bernadette Burns drbearsong(@aol.com

If you would be interested in helping set up

and put away tables & chairs, please call
Kathi or Murray Bullis at 925-829-4419.



mailto:drbearsong@aol.com
http://*www.*uccr.org/westmin.htm
http://www.pcd-uua.org/2010mensretreat.pdf
mailto:pcdmensretreat@gmail.com
http://archive.uua.org/CONG/chalices/ijohannesen_outline.gif
http://archive.uua.org/CONG/chalices/ijohannesen_outline.gif
http://archive.uua.org/CONG/chalices/ijohannesen_BWChalice.gif
http://archive.uua.org/CONG/chalices/ijohannesen_BWChalice.gif
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH

YAG (Young Adult Group) Mondays 8:00 p.m.
This is a weekly gathering of folks age 18-35.
Hang out with us as we continue to alternate
Popcorn Theology nights with mellower game &
conversation nights. We take turns hosting YAG
at our homes, so contact Wendy Mason at
wendyvianemason@gmail.com to be added to our
mailing list to learn specific location details.

First Sunday Book Group resumes in October
Minds on Fire September 5" at noon

The Minds on Fire discussion group is
evolving!l We  will ~meet after  church
on September 5th to plan our meetings for the
coming year. If you have enjoyed our Wednesday
evening get togethers in the past, if you have
always meant to try out the group but never
could, or if you are coming for the first time, we
hope you will attend as we plan our year of
discussions and set dates for our meetings. In the
past, our topics have varied from current events
to philosophical topics, from timeless ethical and
moral considerations to topical social issues.
Don't miss your chance to develop our
curriculum and participate in a stimulating and
thoughtful (and sometimes very amusing) talk. If
you like, bring a bag lunch and eat while we plan.
For more information, contact Shelley
Covey, phone or email: shelcovey@comcast.net .

Let 0s Eat !

We have a fundraising even set up for Sunday
September 12" at Los Vaqueros just down the
street from church. They’ll rebate us 15% of our
spend, not including alcohol. Lunch or dinner.
This is a tell your friends event, and we want to
encourage folks to attend with other UUCIL folks
as well.

Menos GSepmrethper 14 & 28 at 7:30 p.m.
The Men’s Group meets twice a month for
tellowship and discussion in the Church Office, on
the second and fourth Tuesday of the month. If
you would like to join us, please contact Craig
Fish: craighfish@comcast.net.

Shawl Ministry September 1 at 7:00 p.m.
September 28 at 2:30 p.m.
Do you knit? Crochet? Do you want to learn?
Come join us! In this group, we work on projects
for those in need of an extra dose of kindness.
You can work on a shawl, chemo caps or on a
project you have already started. We meet in the
Tot Green building, Call Kim Rowe at 606-9531 if

you have questions.

MeditationWorkshop- September 11 & 25 at 10a.m.
Linda Bissum is leading the
meditation workshop. She
has been meditating for the
last thirty years, and will

be sharing various meditation
methods as well as her experiences and what she
has learned from her mistakes.

Program Councild September 26

There will be a Program Council meeting 9/26
after the service. This is the start of a quarterly
meeting for all committee chairs. It will be a
forum to plan for the coming quarter, particularly
where multiple committees need to coordinate.

Caring and Concerns Committee

Caring and Concern’s regular meeting time has
changed to the second Thursday of the month at
12 noon. September's meeting will be September
9th at 12 noon in the Tot Green Room. All are
welcome. Bring a lunch if you like.

When | do good, | feel good; when | do bad, |

feel bad, and that is my religion.
Abraham Lincoln



mailto:wendyjanemason@gmail.com
mailto:shelcovey@comcast.net
mailto:craigbfish@comcast.net
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September

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
29 30 31 1 2 3 4
10:30 a.m. Imag(e)ining the 8:00 pm YAG* 7:00 p.m. Shawl UU Adult Labor Day UU Adult Labor Day
Divine Ministry Camp Camp

Marcus Liefert 7:00 p.m. Sunday

Services Committee

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
10:30 a.m  Labor of Love 8:00 pm YAG* 7:30 p. m. N Time TBD - RE Teacher
Reverend Lucas Hergert Training 12:00 p.m. Caring and Time TBD - RE Teacher
UU Adult Labor Day Camp Concerns Committee Training
10:00 a.m. Meditation
6:45 p.m. Board Workshop
Meeting 3:00 p.m. 7 Choir
Rehearsal
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:00 pm YAG*
10:30 a.m. Imagining Our Faith 7:30 p.m. N 7:00 p.m. Finance
Boldly Committee 7:00 p.m. Stargazers
Reverend Lucas Hergert
12:00 Congregational Meeting .
1:00 p.m. UUCIL Lunch 7:00 p.m. Choir
Fundraiser Practice
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10:30 a.m. A Parable of 8:00 pm YAG*
Loneliness 7:00 p.m. i Choir Time TBD i Family 10:00 a.m. Meditation
Reverend Lucas Hergert Rehearsal Game Night & Pizza Workshop
12:00 p.m. Potluck (A-E)
26 27 28 29 30 1 2
10:30 a.m. Water Service 8:00 pm YAG*
Sunday Services Commi_ttee 2:30 p.m. Shawl
12:00 p.m. Program Council Ministry
7:30 p. m. P

*Not held at UUCIL. Please check with organizer for location.

All water has a perfect memory and is
forever trying to get back to where it was.

Toni Morrison
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Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore

1893 N. 1Vasco Road
Laivermore, CA 94551-9793
925.447.8747 www. uucil.net

The Unitarian Universalist Church
in Livermore is a caring, diverse
community of operminded people.
We provide a supportive norcreedal
environment for spiritual and
intellectual growth.

We encourage living respectfully and

fostering the religious aspect of life
through serving thdarger community.

We are a
Welcoming Congregation

=

—

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER12AT 12 NOON
TOPIC:
MEMBER BOND PROPOSAL

PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND

The Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore is located at 1893 North Vasco Road in Livermore, California.
Founded as a Fellowship in 1957, we are proud to have been a voice for liberal religion in the TriValley for the over 50 years.
To learn more about our congregation please join us for Sunday Service at 10:30 am and visit our website at: www.uucil.net



