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Minister: The Reverend Lucas Hergert (Office Hrs: W-F 10:00 a.m.ðnoon & by appt.) 
Administrator: Renness Tomley (Office Hrs:  W-F 9:00 a.m. ð 2:00 p.m.)    

Di.r of Religious Education: Nada Velimirovic (Office Hrs: W 10 ð 4 & by appt.)  
Choir Director: Dee Wood     Newsletter:  Desty Shoemaker 

The UUCiL Newsletter is published 12 times each year. The editor, Desty Shoemaker, 
welcomes submissions from all sources. Please submit your input to Desty at 
shoemaker4@llnl.gov.  All input must be received by the 3rd Sunday of the month to 
ensure inclusion in the next monthõs edition. 
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Sunday Services, High School & Middle School Youth Group, & Childrenôs Religious Education at 10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whatõs Happening at UUCiL? 
Mondays in March 
   Young Adult Group 
Thursdays in March 
  Job Support Group 
March 2:  
  Sunday Services Committee 
March 3: 
  Shawl Ministry 
  Minds on Fire 
March 5: 
  UULMCA Event 
March 6: 
  Choir Rehearsal 
March 7: 
  Reverend Hergertõs Installation 
March 9: 
  Menõs Group 
March 10: 
  Caring and Concerns Committee 
March 11: 
  Board Meeting 
March 13: 
  Meditation Workshop 
  Southern CA Water Conference 
March 14: 
  Program Council  
  Book Group 
March 17: Cathedral of the World 
March 18:   
  Finance Committee Meeting 
March 19: 
  Stargazers 
March 21:   
  Potluck (F-H) 
March 23: 
  Shawl Ministry 
  Menõs Group 
March 24: 
  Choir Rehearsal 
  Cathedral of the World 
March 27: 
  Meditation Workshop 
March 28:   
  Newcomer Orientation 
  Seder 
March 30: 
  Open Heart Kitchen Volunteers 
March 31: 
  Cathedral of the World   

March 7 A Religion for Our Time  
Rev. Lucas Hergert, preaching  
Wendy Mason ð Accompanist 

UUCiL Choir 

The Rev. Peter Morales, president 
of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association, said that Unitarian 
Universalism faces two paths. One 
is a path to irrelevance. The other is 
a path to becoming the religion for 
our time. How can we choose one 
over the other?  
 
March 14             A Time for War; 

A Time for Peace  
Rev. Grace Simons, preaching 
Wendy Mason ð Accompanist 

President Obama invoked the òJust 
Waró tradition when he accepted 
the Nobel Peace Prize recently.  
Thereõs no small irony in receiving 
the prize while in the midst of 
fighting two wars.  What is Just 
War theory?  How does it relate to 
peacemaking?  Are they opposites?  
Why is it so hard for people to live 
in peace?   Can we do anything to 
encourage an outbreak of peace?  
Iõm no expert on these issues.  Letõs 
consider them together. 
 

March 21   Hardwired for Altruism 
Rev. Lucas Hergert, preaching 

Pat Mielke - Accompanist 

Some say that human beings are 
basically selfish. Rev. Lucas begs to 
differ. Following recent findings in 
sociology and anthropology, he will 
argue that we are actually hardwired 
for altruism. We need to have 
opportunities to care for others and 
to be generous.  
 
March 28  The Earthshaking 
Message of  Universalism, Today   
                   Rev. Lucas Hergert, preaching 

Wendy Mason- Accompanist 

UUCiL Choir  

The Universalist side of our 
movement rejected eternal 
damnation and affirmed that 
everyone would make it to heaven. Is 
it relevant today? Rev. Lucas thinks 
so, and will explore its compelling 
message for our times. 
 
 

WATCH  REV. LUCAS' 

SERMONS ONLINE:  
www.uucil.net 

 

 

http://www.uucil.net/
http://www.wisegorilla.com/images/celtic/cmaddog.gif
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Ministerõs Corner: 
óInstalled. . .Like a Washing Machineó  

 
On March 7, I will be installed as the third 
minister of the Unitarian Universalist Church in 
Livermore. I am incredibly grateful for all of the 
people who have helped make this event happen. 
To say I am excited about it is an 
understatement.  
 
Someone recently asked me a straightforward 
question: òWhat is this getting installed thing? Is 
it like what you do with a washing machine?ó If I 
had a little more wit with me in that moment, I 
might have said, òWell yes, except that washing 
clothes is not in my job description.ó  
 
Getting installed at a church is a celebration of 
our calling to minister together. I affirm my 
calling to serve the needs of this community and 
its mission. And the members of the 
congregation affirm our mutual work in a spirit 
of generosity and compassion.  
 
Some say that the installation celebrates the end 
of a long search process. In some ways that is 
true. But it is also the beginning of our ministry 
together; there is so much work to be done. I am 
thinking about the growing needs of our 
community as well as all of the work that we can 
do in the wider world. 
 
You will notice that the stewardship campaign is 
happening at the end of March. I would 
encourage all of our members to think about 
how much this community means to them. What 
is the percentage of your income you are willing 
to give to serve the mission of this community? I 
am excited to be able to contribute five percent 
of my income to UUCiL this year. If you have 
questions about contributing to UUCiL, my door 
is always open for a conversation. 

This celebration here tells me that this 

work is not hopeless. I thank you for this 

teaching with all my heart and lift my glass 

to human solidarity, to the ultimate victory 

of knowledge, peace, good -will and 

understanding.  

   Albert Szent -Gyorgyi  

 

Together, as a generous and compassionate 
community, I donõt think there is anything we 
will not be able to achieve.  
 

 
In faith,  
Rev. Lucas Hergert 
 

 

The Cathedral of the World:   
Unitarian Universalist Thought Today 
Rev. Lucas Hergert 
Wednesday Evenings at 7:30 PM 
March 17, 24, 31, and April 14, 21, 28 
 
Until his death last September, Forrest Church 
was a leading Unitarian Universalist theologian 
and minister. The Cathedral of the World was the 
final book written before his death, summing up 
diverse parts of his thinking. The work considers 
the role of religion in American democracy; 
theologies of God, sin and human nature; and the 
future of Unitarian Universalism. Our class will 
focus closely on the work of this important liberal 
religious scholar. Newcomers and longtime 
members will discover something of interest. You 
are encouraged to purchase The Cathedral of the 
World and read its introduction before the class 
starts. 
 
 
 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/albertszen373517.html
http://lkhergert.googlepages.com/blackch.jpeg/blackch-full;init:.jpeg
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Ronõs Report 
 
March is the month when we get to review our 
financial commitment to UUCiL and make a new 
pledge for the upcoming fiscal year, which you 
will hear referred to as òFY11.ó  The Board, the 
Finance Committee, and most importantly, the 
Stewardship Committee are all working hard to let 
you know how important your pledge is, why we 
should increase our budget and how the increased 
funding will strengthen our church and its 
important programs.  Of course, we all recognize 
that locally and globally we are not out of the 
financial woods just yet, but I believe that 
optimism is both contagious and self-fulfilling.  
Our pledge goal is quite ambitious and entirely 
reachable.  We have grown in numbers this past 
year and we have grown in spirit and vitality. I 
hope you will think carefully about what UUCiL 
means to you and does for you and that you will 
pledge generously.  This should be our òbreak-
outó year. 
 
Perhaps you have heard of the Chalice Lighters 
program.  It was established in the early 1980õs to 
òPromote and Strengthen Unitarian Universalismó 
by facilitating congregational growth.  Individuals 
make donations to Chalice Lighters three times a 
year in amounts ranging from $10 to $250 per 
person and the money goes to fund growth 
projects planned and implemented by UU 
congregations in the Pacific Central District.  The 
program is particularly important to UUCiL 
because we are applying for a Chalice Lighter 
grant to help fund a part-time Youth Coordinator 
for the coming program year.  Our chances of a 
successful application are somewhat dependent on 
the number of Chalice Lighters in our 
congregation.  You can read more and sign up at 
www.pcd-uua.org/chalice-lighters/lighters.htm.  
Please consider becoming a Chalice Lighter. 
 
Minneapolis, MN beckons us in June for the 
General Assembly of UU Congregations, usually 
referred to as òGA.ó  Several of us at UUCiL have 

        
Twenty people attended two Social Justice 
Conversations that were held during February.  
Many needs were identified in the larger 
community, and participants spent time thinking 
about what our priorities might be for a future 
social justice ministry at UUCiL.  We also talked 
about what we find particularly rewarding when 
doing justice work and what we would like our 
ministry to look like in five years.  You can see 
notes from the conversations on the Social 
Justice bulletin board in the Sanctuary.  Then, 
watch for information about a follow-up 
meeting in late April or May to further develop 
our focus for the 2010-2011 church year. 
 
In the meantime, we cook and serve meals at 
Open Heart Kitchen again on March 30, and 
new volunteers are always welcome.  If you are 
interested, contact Jane Staehle at 
jtstaehle@comcast.net or Lois Dueltgen at 
lois@dueltgen.net for more information. 

UUCiL:  

Working Toward                

Social Justice  

March Update  

 

ties to that part of the country and Iõm hoping that 
there will be a good-sized contingent from 
Livermore at GA.  Lois and I will be going back to 
visit our previous congregation and our many 
friends in the area, having lived there for 28 years.  
If you would like to know more about GA, please 
contact me or go to www.uua.org and click on 
òGeneral Assemblyó at the bottom of the home 
page (if you havenõt visited the newly re-done 
UUA website, itõs worth a look in general).  
Importantly, housing reservations open on March 
1 and typically fill quickly, so it is time to start 
thinking about GA. 
 
In peace and fellowship ð 
Ron 
 

http://www.pcd-uua.org/chalice-lighters/lighters.htm
http://www.uua.org/


Page 4  March 2010 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   
PERSONAL NOTE :  At the February Board Meeting I requested that my contract as DRE not be renewed at the 
end of June 2010.  This dynamic Religious Education Program has many demands ð and is growing!  Iõve 
recommended to the Board that they consider expanding the number of hours devoted to this position.  Please 
know that itõs an honor to serve this congregation ð there are so many devoted volunteers.  I look forward to the 
next several months of our working together.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OWL Class Updates ð Grades 7-9 
 
No OWL on 3/7 
OWL on 3/14:  òTeenage Pregnancyó 
OWL on 3/21: òDefining/Redefining 
Abstinence;ó òContraceptionó (with 
lunch) 
OWL on 3/28:  òUnintended Pregnancy 
Optionsó 
 
 
 

RE Bike Ride to Brush Peak ð a good time was had by all! 
 

 

Religious Education News  
Things are hopping! 
 

On SUNDAY, MARCH 7: 

 CHOICE DAY  for Kindergartners through 8th Graders!  Come exercise your creative juices as kids get to 
choose from three fun activities (arts & crafts, sports or cooking) today. 

 PARENTõS COFFEE KLATSCH from 11:30-12:00 noon in the Founderõs Building.  Come join other 
parents/guardians of young children (infants through early elementary ages.)   This event welcomes first time 
visitors through long-time members for a chance to get to know one another. 

 

On SUNDAY, MARCH 28: 

 CAR WASH Fundraiser for the Service Trip to New Orleans by our High School Group.  Bring your 
DIRTY car to church today!  Your contributions will help our teens reach their fundraising goal for helping the 
ongoing rebuilding efforts in New Orleans.  

 

On SUNDAY, APRIL 4: 

 CHOICE DAY  for Kindergartners through 12th Graders!  Come exercise your creative juices as kids get to 
choose from three fun activities today. 

 EASTER EGG HUNT  starts at 11:30!  Donõt miss the fun as our kids hunt for eggs ð weõll have three different 
hunts for our Nursery-aged through K-6th graders. 

 

See you at church! 

Nada   Z  Reverend Nada Velimirovicôï Director of Religious Education 
Office Hours: Wednesdays 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM ï nadavel@yahoo.com 

 

Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z  Z 
UPDATES:  The NURSERY has been packed in recent weeks.  We are aiming to split off the Kindergarten Group into 
a separate class soon.  Stay tuned to your e-mail for updates, parents!  Z  The GRADES 1-3 class reached their first goal 
with accumulating tales of Gems of Goodness & got to have ice-cream sundaes to celebrate. (Yum!)  Z  The GRADES 
4-6 class explored the concept of water as the spirit of life through word games & bubble paintings.  Z The GRADES 7-
9 group has a few breaks from their Our Whole Lives (OWL) curriculum on March 7, April 4 & April 11.  Z  The HIGH 
SCHOOL GROUP is in awe of the congregationõs generous response to the Mardi Gras Luncheon where almost $2,000 
was raised for the April Service Trip to New Orleans.  Thanks for one and all ð especially Shelley Covey & Wendy Mason ð for 
making this happen! 

 
 

 

 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nadavel@yahoo.com
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Thank You! 
  
To all those who participated in the Mardi Gras 
Luncheon  fundraiser:  
 

 Lunch Cooks: Alice Bennert, Susan Harvey, 
Judy Herr, Janice Paquette, Hildy Pehrson, 
Adrian Barney, Lauren Covey, Caitlin Bennett  

 Punch Makers:  Wendy Mason , Shelley Covey, 
Lauren Covey & Caitlin Bennett 

 

 Wrangler and Cake bakers for the King Cake 
Project:  Laura Pederson, Beth Dowling and 
Lucas Hergert. 

 

 Pre-Event Skit Players:  Emily Serdahl, Jacqui & 
Sydney Cantrell, Lauren Covey 

 

 Telephone Confirmers:  Elise Hedges, Ian 
OõBrian & Emily Serdahl 

 

 Set up, Clean up, Decorators, Servers, MCõs:  
Aaron  Fisher, Laura Peterson and almost every 
member of the Youth Group that was in town 
and not working, including more than one who 
is not going on the trip. 

 

 All of you who baked and donated cakes for the 
cakewalk:  Lucas Hergert, Lauren Covey & 
Caitlin Bennett, Aaron Fisher, Leslie Lemieux, 
Pat Mielke, Laura Johnson, Judy McMurry, and 
Sara Pickens of Let ôEm Eat Cake. 

 

 Those who loaned vases, umbrellas, salad bowls, 
and decorations. 

 

 My helper in planning, coordinating and 
soliciting donations, Wendy Mason. 

  

                         

 Our òcorporate sponsor,ó Let ôEm Eat 
Cake, whose owner, Sara Pickens, has set 
the bar very high for cake production here 
at UUCiL.  Please stop by her shop at 132 
South Vasco Road and order up a cake for 
all your functions.  She also offers lunches 
every week day. Phone: 925-980-3654, 
Website: www.*yourdreamcake.com 

 

 And most of all, all of you, who give so 
generously so that our young people can 
represent our congregation, doing vital 
social justice work to restore homes for 
those who have suffered so in New 
Orleans in the aftermath of Katrina. 

  
Thank you all! 
Shelley Covey 
 
 Product/Service Auction 2010  
Thank You 
  
Thanks to everyone who willingly offered 
services, dinners, game nights, and products to 
the auction and to everyone who so generously 
bid on those items.  This year we made $8000+. 
 
The following members helped to make the 
auction a success:  Auctioneers - Elona Pertica 
and Jess Pedersen;  Bid keepers - John Lemieux, 
Judy McMurry and Lois Dueltgen; Set-up - Ron 
and Lois Dueltgen; Food - Claire Nelson, Alice 
Bennert, Susan Harvey, Jane Staehle, Gail Cobe, 
Rennie Tomley and Nancy Benedetti; Clean-up - 
Marilyn Lane and John Stroud.  Youth Pizza - 
Leslie Lemieux; Wine - Linda Bissum.  
 
Still available from the auction are rides to the 
airport ($50) and 4 spaces in the Amazing Race 
($30).   For these items or questions about the 
auction please contact Joan Dickinson, 
bobjoan@comcast.net or 925) 447-6454. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://*www.*yourdreamcake.com/
mailto:bobjoan@comcast.net
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Local Justice Work:   
Join Us at OHK March 30, 2010  
 
UUCiL provides the crew for Open Heart 
Kitchen (OHK), the Valleyõs hot-food soup 
kitchen, on the 5th Tuesday of the month. We 
welcome new helpers (or one-time substitutes) to 
lend a hand. We need about eight people to 
provide 200-250 hot meals per shift, cooking or 
serving and helping clean up. Our shift is from 
2:00 to 6:00 pm; I can split it into two-hour 
sessions if we have enough people. It's direct-
service volunteering and very satisfying work.  
 
Beginning in mid-February, OHK service on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays moved from Asbury 
Methodist Church to Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church at 1020 Mocho Street on the west side of 
Livermore. (Asbury is rebuilding its Fellowship 
Hall, and OHK will relocate until the building 
project is completed.) I am told all volunteer 
services remain the same. If you can join us, 
please send email to me at jtstaehle@comcast.net. 
 
Jane Staehle 
 
 

READ ME  
 
Have you heard the saying, "If it sounds too 
good to be true, it probably is?"  
 
Hereõs an exception: You can give money to 
charities without writing a check or handing them 
cash.  Sound too good to be true?  Well, it isn't. 
How? Sign up for escrip.  
 
When you sign up for escrip, you may choose up 
to three charities from their list, which includes 
UUCiL, Open Heart Kitchen, Valley Humane 
Society, schools, Good News Bears, etc. etc. 
Stores connected to escrip will donate from 1 to 
5% of your purchases to the non-profits you 
select. 
 
Signing up is simple.  Rennie has created a 
pamphlet you'll find at the back of the main 
room which gives detailed directions on how you 
may sign up. 
 
Questions?  Email me, or seek me out at the 
March potluck for answers. 
  
Claire Nelson  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming March 28:  UUCiL Seder   
Our traditional Passover Seder will be held at the church on 
Sunday, March 28, starting at 4:00 pm.  Gail Cobe and Reverend 
Lucas Hergert will lead the intergenerational service, which tells 
the story of the exodus of the Jews from Egypt and celebrates 
the themes of freedom and peace. This is a family-friendly service 
with kids of all ages welcome. 
 

This yearõs Seder dinner this year will feature the Sephardic food 

of the Mediterranean Jewsñeither chicken or vegetarianñfor 

$20 for adults, $8 for children. Call the church office to make 

reservations no later than March 25 (FIRM).  

If you would like to help with the cooking or any other part of 

the celebration, email Jane Staehle at jtstaehle@comcast.net or 

Gail Cobe at gailcobe@comcast.net. We can use lots of helpers 

for this fun event! 

 

mailto:jtstaehle@comcast.net
mailto:jtstaehle@comcast.net
mailto:gailcobe@comcast.net


Page 7  March 2010 

 Circle Dinner Sign Up Time 
 
The current round of Circle Dinners has 
concluded and we will start new groups in 
March.  This is an ideal time for new people to 
join in the fun.  Some groups include children, 
some groups are adults only, and some people 
prefer to be on the alternate list because their 
schedules make a regular commitment difficult. 
Each group will determine how many times it 
will meet between March and June for potluck 
and conversation. It is all very relaxed and 
provides a wonderful way to get better 
acquainted with other members and friends.  
Sign-up and information sheets will be available 
on the activity sign-up table and at the Visitor 
Information Center.  March 15th will be the day 
new groups will be formed.  For more 
information, contact Joan Dickinson, (925) 447-
6454, or bobjoan@comcast.net.     
 

UUCiL Virtual Social Group  
Did you know this group exists?  About a year 
ago the idea was presented in the newsletter, and 
people began to express interest.  It is now an 
established Yahoo Group with about 20 
members, and anyone can put an activity out to 
the group at any time.  We have attended movies, 
eaten lunch out after church, and attended a 
Sunday afternoon program at the Library.  
 
If the activity proposed involves buying tickets or 
making reservations, the organizer may ask for a 
commitment ahead of time.  If a movie is being 
suggested, it is considerate to let the organizer 
know whom to expect, but all will be expected to 
just show up at the stated time and buy their own 
tickets.  Groups in the last year have ranged from 
2 to 10 people. 
 
If you have questions or are interested in joining 
the group, contact Lois Dueltgen at 
lois@dueltgen.net. 
 

New Member Profile 
UUCiL welcomes new member, Tom Dum.  
Tom is married to Mary Dum and is the father of 
Ed Dum.  Tom is a resident of Brentwood and a 
self-employed real estate appraiser.  Some of 
Tom's hobbies and interests include reading, 
history, photography, and hunting and fishing.    
 
Welcome, Tom, to UUCiL! 

Other new members are:  Garry Rodrigue, Liz 
Clough and Phyllis Edholm. 

Board Nominations  
The nominating committee is working to fill the 
board positions for the new church year, 2010-
2011. If you have questions, please see Chuck 
Hartwig, Janice Paquette or Chilli Barlow. 

Introducing Your Stewardship 
Committee  
The stewardship committee for UUCiL this year 
is Rhonda Fultz, Chuck Hartwig, Mike King, and 
Wendy Mason. Celebration Sunday will be soon; 
don't miss it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Helpers for potluck on March 21st are people 
whose last names begin with F ð H. On April 
18 it will be names starting with I - L.  But 
anybody who wants to do their good turn for 
the day should feel free to help.   
  
If you would be interested in helping set up 
and put away tables & chairs, please call 
Kathi or Murray Bullis at 925-829-4419.  
 
 

mailto:bobjoan@comcast.net
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REMINDER:  Daylight 
Savings Time starts Sunday, 

March 14th.   
Itõs time to Spring Forward! 

 

 

Winter Work Party 
 
Thanks to all who participated! 
.   

       
 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

All labor that uplifts humanity has dignity and 

importance and should be undertaken with 

painstaking excellence.   
     Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Plan Ahead:   
Balázs Scholars Program Fundraiser  
 
Saturday, April 10, 3:30pm  
$25 donation  
Starr King School for the Ministry  
2441 Le Conte Avenue, Berkeley 
 
Starr King School for the Ministry cordially invites you and 
your friends to the Balázs Scholars Program Annual Spring 
Transylvanian Tea which this year features Balázs Scholar 
Rev. Róbert Bálint, Transylvanian Unitarian minister 
studying at Starr King School and Rev. Dr. Rebecca Ann 
Parker, President and Professor of Theology, Starr King 
School talking on òFrom the Oneness of God to the 
Wholeness of Life: A dialogue between Transylvanian 
Unitarianism and North American Unitarian Universalism 
considering history, theology, sociology, politics, differences 
and shared values.  
 
RSVP to Arliss Ungar, arliss@ungar.us; 925-283-3288 
.   
 

 

 

 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 


