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UUCIL Staff

Minister: The Reverend Lucas Hergert (Office Hrs: W-F 10:00 a.m.—noon & by appt.)

Administrator: Renness Tomley (Office Hrs: W-F 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.)

Di.r of Religions Education: The Reverend Nada 1V elimirovic (Office Hrs: W 10 — 4 & by appt.)
Choir Director: Dee Wood — Newsletter: Desty Shoematker

The UUCIL Newsletter is published 12 times each year. The editor, Desty Shoemaker, welcomes submissions from all
sources. Please submit your input to Desty at shoemakerd@]lnl.gov. All input must be received by the 3* Sunday of the
month to ensure inclusion in the next month’s edition.
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Mi ni st er 0s
oBecause | o6m Here

A Buddhist parable:
An old monk was sweeping the yard in a
monastery under the scorching sun. Another
monk passed by and asked him, "How old are
you?"
The old monk replied, "I'm seventy-seven."
"You are so old! Why are you still working so
hard here?"
"Well, because I'm here."
"But why are you working under the scorching
sun?"
"Because the sun is there."

+++
Sometimes we are called to a task by a deep
internal need to make a difference. And
sometimes we are called to a task because the
task needs us. Why do we take up a certain
activity? “Because I am here, and because the
task is there” can become as good an answer as
any.

I sense that church work includes a combination
of these motivations. Some of it touches us in a
deep way. We make a difference in other
people’s lives, or we make an effective change in
the wider wotld. Some of it we do because we
are here, and the work is there.

Presently, UUCIL has a couple of positions that
require some help. Our Caring and Concerns
Committee needs people to bring meals and
send cards to members in need. We could also
use some people who are creative about
fundraising possibilities for next year. Also,
Finance and Membership are seeking more help.
If you would like more information about these
committees, I invite a personal conversation.
Thank you for all that you do to sustain our
church, for whatever reason.

In faith,
Rev. Lucas

Cor ner .

Newcomer Orientation

We would like to invite you to an orientation
about the Unitarian Universalist Church in
Livermore on Sunday, June 6 at 12 noon in the
Tot Green Room. We will have light
refreshments and invite you to join us as we
explore the history of Unitarian Universalism
and of UUCIL and answer any questions you
may have about us. Child - care will be provided
if needed. The orientation will last
approximately 1 1/2 hours. Please RSVP
by June 3,if you would like to attend and
especially, if you need child -care. You may call
the church office at 447-8747 to reserve a space
and/or request child -care or contact Janice by
email or phone. Let us know if you have any
questions.

Lois Dueltgen & Janice Paquette, Co-Chairs of
the Membership Committee

Reverend Lucas Hergert, Minister of UUCIL

Email: Janice Paquette
jpaquettel3(@me.com
Phone: 373-6894

Cleaners and Weeders Wanted
Saturday, June 19; 8am-12 noon

Whether it’s scrubbing down the kitchens
and nursery, washing windows, taming
overgrown areas and more, we need your
help to get UUCIL clean and tidy. The more

people who come, the more that gets done.

Breakfast
provided.

snacks and sandwich lunch

Please contact Davyne Bradley 925-967-
3246 or davynep@yahoo.com to volunteer
to lead a project area or for more info.
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Ronés Repor't

June typically marks the completion of our
program year and the terms of some Board
members’ service. This year, we say farewell and
thanks to Sunil Wijeyesekera and Jes Pedersen.
Sunil has provided historical perspective and
carefully considered opinions that have guided the
Board toward sound decisions. Jes has brought a
corporate sensibility aimed at getting things done
and has championed our Buildings and Grounds
improvements. Fortunately for UUCIL, they will
both continue to contribute their knowledge and
expertise as members of the Strategic Planning
committee recently commissioned by the Board.
We thank them for their past service and look
forward to more of the same.

This month also marks the completion of Rev.
Nada Velimirovic’s tenure as Director of Religious
Education. Personally, I'm sad to see her leave,
but I also have first-hand knowledge of the
importance of one’s dissertation and the need for
sufficient time to do it well, so I understand her
decision. We will miss her smiling face and great
sense of humor and her dedication to our
children, and we celebrate her contributions to our
Religious Education programs.

Continuing the list of transitions, our Office
Administrator Rennie Tomley has been appointed
Director of Religious Education, effective July 1,
2010. Rennie brings her 35 years of experience as
a teacher along with extensive knowledge of
UUCIL and great organizational skills to this new
position. I will miss her friendly smile and efficient
work in our office, and I look forward to working
with her in a new capacity. ’'m confident that the
RE program will be in good hands.

And the new Office Administrator? Well, as I
write this in late May, that position hasn’t been
filled, but the process is under way. Stay tuned:
change happens!

Ron’s Report, cont’d.

Later in June, 1 will be attending General
Assembly in Minneapolis, along with Lois
Dueltgen and Rev. Lucas Hergert. To find out
more about GA, 2o to
www.uua.org/events/generalassembly.  If you
know of specific programs or workshops you’d
like us to attend or report on, please let us know.

In peace and fellowship —

Ron
UUCIL:

Working Toward
Social Justice
June Update

Fourteen people met on May 5 to build on the
earlier Social Justice conversations and move us
toward a focus for the next program year. The
people attending this meeting effectively
narrowed our focus to opportunities for
education, action, and/or advocacy in ateas
supporting FAMILIES. Under that umbrella,
we agreed to further explore what might be
done as it relates to Marriage Equality, Tri-
Valley Haven, Open Heart Kitchen, foster
children, Title 1 school involvement (Jackson
School in Livermore). This group decided to do
some research and meet again on June 3 to fine
tune our focus further. You are welcome at that
meeting whether you have participated up to
this point or not. Plan to join us that evening in

the Tot Green Room from 7:00-8:30.

If you are struggling to decide how to vote in
the upcoming primary election, the UU
Legislative Ministry has published a summary of
nine  organizations’  positions on  the
propositions. They also provided their rationale
for the positions UULM supports. See the
Social Justice bulletin board or pick up a copy
from the counter in the back of the sanctuary.
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Religious Education News
Saying Goodbyeé

It’s the time of year for goodbyes. For those of us in school systems, we say goodbye to the academic
year and our fellow students. With the church year we end our Religious Education classes and shift
gears into a summer program. Personally, it is time for me to say goodbye after more than a year and a
half of serving as your Director of Religious Education.

It’s not always easy to say goodbye. I have made many wonderful connections with many of you across
the age spectrum. We’ve taught, created art projects, brainstormed, and put on skits together. We've
shared intergenerational stories and potlucks! I will miss you.

We will celebrate our time together on Sunday June 13 with a “Sundae Sunday Celebration” for kids,
teachers and parents. This will be my last Sunday at UUCiL—Iet’s make it sweet!

Goodbye & good luck with all of your future endeavors!
Nada
Reverend Nada V elimirovic'— Director of Religions Education: nadavek@yaboo.com

UPDATES:
e [ am delighted that Rennie Tomley will be your new Director of Religious Education! She and I
will work together in the coming weeks to have a smooth transition.
e The “Keepers of the Earth” Summer Program on Native American Spiritualities runs from June
20 through August 29.

CONGRATULATIONS Graduating High School Seniors! Future plans, as we know them:

o Molly Harcourt will attend San Jose State University and study Health Education.

o Gavin Herr will attend Whittier College in sonthern California. Among other things, he will being playing lacrosse
there.

o L ena Lane will attend Oberlin College in Obio.

o Taylor Pedersen will attend Colorado State University in Fort Collins. He plans to major in Construction Project
Management.

o Brandon Thomas & Jenny Vo will both attend Las Positas College here in Livermore.

THANK YOU to all of the 2009-2010 R.E. TEACHERS & HELPERS! The Honor Roll includes:
Claire Nelson, Kim Rowe, Nora Taranowski, Alyce Rossow, Arlen Rowe, Mark Miller, Cassie Combs, L.eslie
Lemienx, Margaret Cooke, Barton Lane, Cyndy Salmon, Melissa Hodous, Brent Parry, James Ong, Hank O’Brien,
Jody Harcourt, Aaron Fisher, Wendy Mason, Eric Serdabl, Shelley Covey, Laura Pedersen, Jean Moran, Beth Dowling,
Jes Pedersen, John Lemienx, Curt Covey, Rhonda Fultz, Katherine Mahoney, Davyne Bradley, Bob Breckenridge, I onise
Gray, Maunreen Hamm, Teresa Berry, Judith Herr, Mallory Santiago, Elona Pertica, Adele Irvin, Alicia Hengst.

Seha e s e e s e ety
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Local Social Justice Work:
UUCIL Serves Over 5,000 Meals!!!

(Well, not all at once.)

UUCIL provides the crew for Open Heart
Kitchen (OHK), the Valley’s hot-food soup
kitchen, when there is a 5" Tuesday in the
month. We welcome new helpers (or one-time
substitutes) to cook or serve, and to clean up. We
need about eight people to provide 200-250 hot
meals per shift. Our shift is from 2:00 to 6:00
pm, which can be split it into two-hour sessions
if we have enough people. It's direct-service
volunteering and very satisfying work.

UUCIL has been a long-time supporter of OHK:
Our minister, FElizabeth Selle Jones, was a
founder of the Kitchen in 1995, Art Langhorst
was its first treasurer, and I served on the Board
for five years, including three years as President.
We have provided a working crew for the past
five years or so—that means we’ve helped
provide well over 5000 meals to hungry people in
the valley.

Most of OHK’s guests are working poor, many
are low-income seniors on a fixed income, single-
parent families, and multi-generational families
all struggling to make ends meet. At Open Heart
Kitchen they find a free, healthy hot meal in an
environment that upholds their dignity. For more
information about OHK, see the website at
www.openheartkitchen.org

Please consider joining us on our next shift on
June 29. We are temporarily working at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 1020 Mocho Street in
Livermore, while Asbury Methodist Church
rebuilds its Fellowship Hall. If you can join us,
please send email to me at
jitstachle(@comcast.net.

Jane Staehle

Tri-Valley Haven Pantry
Ongoing Needs

The TriValley Haven Pantry has an ongoing need
for egg cartons and plastic grocery bags (NO
PAPER) . Please drop them off in the plastic
container located in the back of the sanctuary.
Let Janice Paquette know if you have questions.

And this, our life, exempt from public
haunt, finds tongues in trees, books in

the running brooks, sermons in stones,
and good in everything.
William Shakespeare

UU Camping 8 July 23 to 25"

We have reserved eight sites at Camp Shelly at
Lake Tahoe for the weekend starting Friday, July
23, 2010, and we have seven families signed up.
The sites are big enough to share.

http://*www.*larpd.dst.ca.us/camp_shelly/info.
html

The campground belongs to the City of
Livermore and is well maintained. The cost is
$35 per night, or $70 for the two nights. The
rangers are friendly and helpful, and they
organize activities in the evenings like ice cream
making and volleyball. On Saturday, most of us
go out to Lake Angora for swimming, boat
rowing, hiking, kayaking, talking and lunch.
Children really enjoy the experience. If you are
interested in coming, please see Mike Ong, or
call 784-8736 or e-mail at

mike.ong3§@gmaﬂ.com.

0
R o d
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH

YAG (Young Adult Group) Mondays 8:00 p.m.
This is a weekly gathering of folks age 18-35.
Hang out with us as we continue to alternate
Popcorn Theology nights with mellower game &
conversation nights. We take turns hosting YAG
at our homes, so contact Wendy Mason at
wendyianemason@gmail.com to be added to our
mailing list to learn specific location details.

Book Group June 6 at Noon
We will meet Sunday, June 6, and discuss the
book The Help, by Kathryn Stockett. It is available
on Amazon in used books (hardcover) for about
$12.97 or more. Many of us have read this book
and have found it a source of reality few of us
knew when younger. Anyone who would be
interested in joining us this day for a discussion
are welcome.

At this meeting we will decide if we want to keep
meeting through the summer, or take a break and
resume in the fall.

We meet in the high school classroom at 12 noon,
after service and coffee. Bring a snack, or a lunch
and feel free to eat while we talk and listen. You
are all welcome.

Hildy Pebrson and Alyce Rossow

PeTLSCK

Minds on Fire June 2 at 7:00 p.m.
In June, we will meet on Wednesday the 2nd of
June as usual.

For more information, call or email Shelley
Covey (shelcovey(@comecast.net).

Menods Gr o Yyme8&22at 7:30 p.m.
The Men’s Group meets twice a month for
fellowship and discussion in the Church Office, on
the second and fourth Tuesday of the month. If
you would like to join us, please contact Craig
Fish: craigbfish(@comcast.net.

Shawl Ministry June 2 at 7:00 p.m.
June 22 at Noon
Do you knit? Crochet? Do you want to learn?
Come join us! In this group, we work on projects
for those in need of an extra dose of kindness.
You can work on a shawl, chemo caps or on a
project you have already started. We meet in the
Tot Green building. Call Kim Rowe at 606-9531 if

you have questions.

MeditationWorkshop- June 12 & 26 @ 10a.m.
Linda Bissum is leading the
meditation workshop. She
has been meditating for the
last thirty years, and will

be sharing various meditation
methods as well as her experiences and what she
has learned from her mistakes.

Helpers for potluck on June 20™ are people whose last names begin with P — R. On July 18" it will
be names starting with S - T. But anybody who wants to do their good turn for the day should feel

tree to help.

If you would be interested in helping set up and put away tables & chairs, please call Kathi or
Murray Bullis at 925-829-4419.
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June
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
30 o 31 1 2 3 4 5
10:30 a.m. Spirituality of Money 7:00 p.m. Sunday 7:00 p.m.Shawl Ministry| 7:00 p.m. Social 6:00 p.m. Garage Sale | 8:00 a.m. UUCIL Garage
g’.‘d ge”ergsig’ Services Committee Justice Meeting Pre-party Sale
Ita Butterfie 8:00 pm YAG* 7:00 p.m.Minds on Fire* 9:30 a.m. i 3:30 p.m.
Choir Retreat
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
10:30 a.m  Human Good: 8:00 pm YAG* 7:30 p. m N 7:15 p.m. Caring and 6:30 p.m. Board
The Faith that Sustains Me Concerns Committee Meeting 10:00 a.m. Meditation
Rev. Lucas Hergert Workshop
12:00 p.m. Book Group
12:00 p.m. Newcomer
Orientation
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
9:00 a.m. Program Council 8:00 pm YAG* 7:00 p.m. Choir 7:00 p.m. Finance 7:00 p.m. Stargazers
10:30 a.m. Which Direction? Rehearsal Committee
by Reverend Michael McGee
Sunday Services Committee
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
10:30 a.m. Channeling Chinese | 8:00 pm YAG* 12:00 p.m. Shawl
Chaos: Malik Diamond is Sun Ministry 10:00 a.m. Meditation
Wukong _ Workshop
Malik Diamond speaking 7:30 p. m. I‘
12:00 p.m. Potluck (P-R)
27 28 29 30 1 2 3
10:30 a.m. Living Lovingly 8:00 pm YAG*

Social Justice committee
presenting

*Not held at UUCIL. Please check with organizer for location.




Positions of Organizations on June 8, 2010 Primary Election Propositions
Compiled and Prepared by Lee Helena Lawrence, Chair, Ballot Measures Committee
Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry Action Network

Organization

Prop 13

Seismic
Retrofitting

Prop 14

Top Two
Primary

Prop 15

Fair Elections
campaign
finance

Prop 16

2/3rds vote on
nonprofit
utilities

Prop 17

Insurance
premium
deregulation

Unitarian
Universalist
Legislative
Ministry Action
Network

NO

NO

NO

Friends
Committee on
Legislation

YES

Neutral

YES

NO

NO

California
Church
Impact

NO

NO

NO

League of
Women Voters

YES

NO

ACLU of
Northern
California

NO

No Position

California
Federation of
Labor

NO

NO

NO

California
League of
Conservation
Voters

NO

YES

NO

Consumer
Federation of
California

NO

NO

California
Chamber of
Commerce

NO

See back for UULM rationales for positions
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UULM Ballot Measures Rationales for June 8, 2010 Election

Proposition 13- Seismic Retrofiti No Position

This initiative would provide that property tax-assessments could not be based on seismic retrofitting of
existing buildings. It sets a statewide standard for thestgh seismic retrofits which would be exempt. Passed
unanimously by both houses of the legislature, there is no organized opposition. Not of direct relevance
UULM-AN policy issues or Unitarian Universalist principles.

Proposition 14- Top Two Primary i OPPOSE

All candidates would appear on a single primary ballot, not identified by party unless a candidate chose to li
party affiliation. Only the top two finishers would be listed on the November ballot, and neinmwibees
would be counted irhke general election. This measure threatens to eliminate many small parties. All politice
parties oppose it. Proponents suggest this would lead to more moderate candidates, but this has not bee
result in Louisiana and Washington state. It wasequeaon the ballot at the insistence of one legislator in return
for his support for the 2009 state budget. It decreases vote choice and undermines freedom of association
our democratic process. This measure undermines our policy of Reclaiming Dgmocra

Proposition 151 Fair Electionsi SUPPORT

A pilot voluntary public financing of campaigns for California Secretary of State in 2014 and 2018. All
voluntary candidates must collect $5 donations and signatures from 7,500 supporters to qualifyfifiansigni
funding on condition they agree not to raise money from other resources. Provides funding increases if oppc
by highly financed opposing candidates. Financed by raising lobbyist filing fee from $12.50 to $350 per ye:
Strict enforcement and eguntability. Would free candidates from fundraising, dependence on special interes
financing, enables candidates to focus on public interest, campaigning. Has been successful in Maine, Arizc
Connecticut, increase diversity of candidates. This measwonsistent with Reclaiming Democracy.

Proposition 161 2/39 Vote re Non-profits, Municipal Utilities i OPPOSE

This PG&E funded constitutional amendment would require public municipal utilities to receive a two third:
supermajority vote to providenonp r o f i t competition to PG&Emdits, mor
emphasizing provision of sustainable power like wind and solar already have sufficient provisions for vot
approval without creating additional governmental gridlock. This measurentsary to our policies for
Climate Change and Reclaiming Democracy.

Proposition 177 Car Insurance Deregulation

Funded by Mercury Insurance company which has a long history of attempting to overturn or evade t
consumer protections provided by driveys@alifornia law, this proposition would enable insurance companies
to charge less to customers who renew on time, but also impose substantial fees and rate hikes on those wi
their insurance lapse, often lemcome people. This company has a natiseputation for deceptive practices
and unwarranted charges and fees. This is aseeling misuse of the initiative process, violating our policy
for Reclaiming Democracy, and our UU principles of justice, equity and compassion.
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BUILDING &
GROUNDS WORK
PARTY

JUNE 19
8:00 AM —12:00 PM

Snacks Provided

S

Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore

1893 N. 1Vasco Road
Lavermore, CA 94551-9793
925.447.8747 www.nucil.net

The Unitarian Universalist Church
in Livermore is a caring, diverse
community of operminded people.
We provide a supportive norcreedal
environment for spiritual and
intellectual growth.

We encourage living respectfully and
fostering the religious aspect of life
through serving the larger community.

We are a

Welcoming Congregation
The Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore is located at 1893 North Vasco Road in Livermore, California.

Founded as a Fellowship in 1957, we are proud to have been a voice for liberal religion in the TriValley for the over 50 years.
To learn more about our congregation please join us for Sunday Service at 10:30 am and visit our website at: www.uucil.net



