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Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore

July 2010

Sunday Services, High School & Middle School Youth Group, & Children’s Religious Education at 10:30 am

What's Happening at UUCIL.2
Mondays in July
Young Adult Group

July 6:

Sunday Services Committee
July 7:

Shawl Ministry
July 10:

Meditation Workshop
July 13:

Board Meeting

Men’s Group
July 14:

Caring and Concerns Committee
July 15:

Finance Committee
July 18:

Potluck (all helpers)
July 20:

Hospitality Team Event
July 23:

Stargazers
July 24:

Meditation Workshop
July 27:

Shawl Ministry

Men’s Grounp
July 28:

Social Justice Meeting

Church and State:
How Separate?

Rev. Lucas Hergert, preaching
Leanne Macdonnell - Flautist
Pat Mielke — Accompanist

What role should religion play in
American democracy? Should it take
any part in public conversation, or
should it be completely separate?
Rev. Lucas will preach on this

July 4

thorny political issue from a

theological perspective.

July 11 Days of Future Passed:
Lessons of the 1960s

Rev. Chris Shriner
Shelley Covey - Soloist
Pat Mielke - Accompanist

Its now over 40 years since the
historic Woodstock music festival.
Today we will look back at a
remarkable decade that helped shape
many of our lives. What can we
learn, both from what worked and
what didn’t? Counter-cultural attire
is encouraged, so dig out your tie-

dyes!

Rev. Chris Schriner is Minister
Emeritus of Mission Peak Unitarian

WATCH REV. LUCAS'
SERMONS ONLINE:
www.uucil.net

Universalist Congregation in
Fremont. He was also a family

therapist for 20 years, and he is the

author of five books including
Bridging the Great God Gap: Finding

Common  Ground — Among  Believers,
Atheists and Agnostics.

July 18 Only a Game?

Rev. Michelle Favreult
Joe Bonfiglio — Clarinet
Pat Mielke - Accompanist
This week millions of people will
tune in to the "mid summer classic"
as Major League Baseball holds its
annual All Star Game. Today we'll
explore the connections between
baseball and religion. From loyalty
and ritual to building mult-
generational communities,
theological themes abound when we
consider America's favorite past-
times.

Rev. Michelle Favreault is a Visiting
Professor at Starr King School for
the Ministry & a long time fan of
the Boston Red Sox. All are invited
to wear their favorite team colots!

July 250ur House: UU Theology

Rev. Barbara Myers

Judy McMurray - Soloist

Pat Mielke, Accompanist

Some have said that Unitarian

Universalism  doesn't have a

theology, & I say they are wrong.

This service will explore the various

aspects of systematic theology that

are & have been characteristic of

UU thought & practice & why
having this theology matters.

UUCIL Staff

Minister: The Reverend Lucas Hergert (Office Hrs: W-F 10:00 a.m.—noon & by appt.)
Director of Religions Education: Renness Tomley

Administrator: Jennifer Neff; Choir Director: Dee Wood, Newsletter: Desty Shoemaker
The UUCIL Newsletter is published 12 times each year. The editor, Desty Shoemaker, welcomes submissions from all
sources. Please submit your input to Desty at shoemaker4@llnl.gov. All input must be received by the 3* Sunday of the
month to ensure inclusion in the next month’s edition.



http://archive.uua.org/CONG/chalices/jebler_heartchalice.png
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Minister’s Corner:

»Why I Pray”

I am occasionally asked why we pray during our
Sunday services. To some, praying seems like a
quaint relic from our religious past. It holds little
meaning any more. Many Unitarian Universalists
have  become more comfortable  with
“meditation” than with “prayer.” Others choose
the word “reflection.”

I was watching the news recently, and on it I saw
several images of dead sea life and water birds.
The creatures were coated with oil from the
recent spill in the Gulf. The first thought that
came into my head was, “This is why I pray.”

Some, of course, pray to a transcendent being
for intervention in human affairs. That is not
why I do it, nor is it why many others pray. To
paraphrase a quotation from St. Augustine, “I
don’t know if prayer changes God’s mind. What
I know for sure is that it changes mine.”

Prayer is, for me, dwelling with the concerns in
our world. It is opening our hearts to those who
need it. It is pulling ourselves out of our own
isolated existence so that we can reach out, in

hope.

In this sense prayer only begins with the spoken
words and silence in our sanctuary. It needs our
caring and compassionate actions to be
completed, to be our “Amen.” As we think
about the spill in the Gulf and of so much else,
let this amen turn our hearts toward a better
world.

Prayerfully,
Rev. Lucas

Ron’s Report

July 1% marks the beginning of a new fiscal year
tor UUCIL.  Unfortunately, it appears that
“FY11” may be difficult financially for us, since
pledges received from the Stewardship Campaign
are about $10,000 less than our the budget
adopted at our annual meeting in May. The Board
must reconcile this situation, since UUCIL is not
allowed to operate with a deficit budget. Clearly,
some cuts are inevitable, none of which will be
easy or popular. Any increases to current pledges
will be accepted with great thanks. Pledges from
those who have not yet done so will be gratefully
welcomed.

July 1% also is the start of a new governance year
for the Board. @ While we will miss the good
counsel of Sunil Wijeyesekera and Jes Pedersen,
the contributions of both Maureen Hamm and
Tim Bradley are eagerly anticipated. UUCIL is
continually blessed by the willing work of many,
many volunteers, whether for an hour or for a
year or for several years. Some important issues
face this Board: the deficit budget noted above,
dealing with our bond obligation to several
generous members, maintaining and expanding
our program efforts, supporting and nurturing our
new Director of Religious Education and our new
Office Administrator; the list is endless merely at
the first approximation. “We are up to the task,”
he reported bravely.

Lois and I attended the UUA General Assembly
in Minneapolis at the end of June, as did Rev.
Hergert. We will all have more to report next
month. I hope your summer begins well and
carries through to September (at least).

In peace and fellowship —
Ron

Action is the normal completion of the act of will which begins as prayer. That action is
not always external, but it is always some kind of effective energy.

Dean Inge



http://lkhergert.googlepages.com/blackch.jpeg/blackch-full;init:.jpeg
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Religious Education News
Saying Hello!

I am so excited to embark on this new endeavor with UUCIL. I have so enjoyed my last 3 years as your
Office Administrator and am looking forward to a great new year as your Director of Religious
Education.

After a hiatus from teaching I am eager to get back to my first love and long time career of working with
parents and teachers and of teaching children.

Nada and I will be working together the last few days that she will be with UUCIL and we are
anticipating a smooth transition.

I will be on board officially as Director of Religious Education on July 1% and my first Sunday with the
children will be July 4.

My initial office hours at the church will be Wednesday and Thursday from 10:00am to 2:00pm and
Wednesday evening for phone calls and emails from 6:00pm to 9:00pm and certainly by appointment.

I am looking forward to meeting everyone; the parents, the teachers and especially the children. Please
say hello, and call or write with any questions or any information you may need.

Rennie Tomley
Director of Religious Education
925-447-8747

dre.uucil@gmail.com

UU Legislative Ministry Voting Results

On June 8 the voters agreed with about half of the UULM-Action Network’s ballot measure
recommendations, defeating two corporate-sponsored initiatives. Proposition 16 was PG & E's
$46.4 million dollar attempt to stifle non profit or municipal energy providers by demanding a
super-majority 2/3trds vote on each local entity. Proposition 17 was Mercury Insurance's attempt to
deregulate consumer oriented regulation of premiums and fees. We still have to count about 50% of
absentee/mail in ballots but these defeats look like they will hold. We are deeply saddened that Prop
15 Fair Elections won only 42% of the vote: we need to do more voter education about campaign
finance reform. And we are not pleased with the passage of Prop 14, the Top Two Primary, which
restricts voter choice in general elections to only two candidates. Finally, Prop 13, enabling seismic
retrofitting without triggering immediate property tax assessment passed by 84% of the vote. Look
out for many ballot measures in November!

You cannot think straight with a heart full of fear, for fear seeks safety, not truth...

A heart full of love, on the other hand, has a limbering effect on the mind.
William Sloane Coffin
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Changing of the Color Guard

Color, art, beauty, history and many other every day observations in our lives are subjective events.
What makes you feel comfortable, inspired, reflective, ha differs from person to person. Can you

y , Inspired, , happy % % y
please everyone when it comes to a truly subjective matter? The answer? No. Did we try our best?
Yes!

Over the past eighteen plus months the Sanctuary Committee has spent endless hours in discussions
about color, aesthetics, and countless other ideas trying to decide what would be best for our sanctuary.
The ideas, opinions, and tastes varied from a to z. Many became frustrated by the time management of
the projects. I guess unless you could appreciate the process you may have more difficulty appreciating
the result. I learned a lot.

Several major projects have been completed within the sanctuary during our tenure, a new podium (does
anyone even remember the old one?), new cabinets, adding a great structural element and storage to the
sanctuary, a new lay out giving an opportunity for more to attend our services, new paint adding
vibrancy, and a beautifully hand painted welcome sign and banner which reflect our overall aesthetic.
Thank you to the Sanctuary Committee members; Pat Mielke, Laura Pederson, Karen Crosley, Beth
Dowling, Chilli Barlow, Katherine Mahoney, and Jasmine Shepler. Although we as a collective group
may have had different opinions they remained dedicated and supportive to the committee and its goals.
Thank you to Linda Bissum, and Ron Dueltgen for finding and ordering our podium. Thank you to Pat
Mielke, Keith Mielke, Jes Pedersen and Taylor Pedersen for the ordering and installation of our cabinets.
Thank you to the Installation Committee for seeing things a little differently to change the layout for
more people to visit us on Sundays. Thank you to Rennie Tomley for keeping the bulletin boards
looking neat and professional. Endless thanks to Terry Rossow for hanging and rehanging banners,
branches and speakers countless times. A huge thank you to Jasmine Shepler, although not a member
of our church basically donated her time, talent and materials to create a lovely sanctuary banner and
welcome sign.

As many can see the Sanctuary Committee has done good work and many of the members will be
moving on or have already transitioned to other projects. Myself included. As of the beginning of
September, I will be resigning my position on the Sanctuary Committee.

Many major projects for the sanctuary are complete, but we still need volunteers to help with flowers,
decorating of the sanctuary over the holidays, and support of other projects. If you or someone you
know would be interested in joining the Sanctuary Committee, please contact me, Alicia Hengst at my e-
mail address — aliciahengst@yahoo.com. Give your creative self a way to shine, take a risk, and create! 1
want to thank the UUCIL community for giving me the opportunity to do just that.

-Alicia Hengst
Sanctuary Committee Chair

“Everything has its beauty, but not everyone sees it.”” - Confucius



mailto:aliciahengst@yahoo.com
http://www.art.com/products/p1770302095-sa-i4198643/rex-ray-parmotrema.htm?sorig=cat&sorigid=0&dimvals=5024511&ui=a3770db889fe4e99b9ff6cec1ffcecfd
http://www.art.com/products/p10397453-sa-i1041598/bobbie-burgers-rites-of-beauty.htm?sorig=cat&sorigid=0&dimvals=0&ui=a3770db889fe4e99b9ff6cec1ffcecfd
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Work Party a Success
June 19 was a beautiful day for a work party: a
little cool but clear.

Volunteers of all ages spread chips in the
playground and cleaned inside the Founders' and
Starr King buildings, pruned trees and shrubs,
raked and hauled, dead-headed flowers, painted
in the Sanctuary, cleaned gutters and took toys
off of the roof, fixed a bathroom fixture,
provided snacks and lunch and made calls the
week before to recruit the many hands that made
tor light work.

Thank you Olivia Aguirre, Janice Paquette,
Leanne McDonnell, David Endicott, Tala, Shael,
Diane, Pat Mielke, Alicia Hengst, Marion and
Bob Stearns, Alice and Hannah Mayall, Trudi
Hartley, Art Langhorst, Kathy Woofter, Alyce
and Terry Rossow, Jane Staechle, Claire Nelson,
Davyne Bradley and Maureen Hamm.

The Building & Grounds Committee

Caring & Concerns Committee

The new co-chairs for Caring and Concerns
Committee are Chilli Barlow and Alyce Rossow.
Please let us know if you know of someone in
our community who needs some help. Our next
meeting will be Wednesday, July 14th at 7:15 in
the Round Table Room at church. We welcome
new members and helpers in our job of
providing support to our congregation.

FOUND: New Office Administrator

We would like extend a special welcome to our
new Office Administrator, Jennifer Neff.

She comes with previous experience in
administrative work, and is skilled with
computers. She holds a degree from Pitzer
College in Linguistics and Cognitive Science.

Jennifer is involved with Habitat for Humanity,
East Bay. She has also volunteered as a mentor
with Jumpstart.

Jennifer will start in mid-July— please come by
the office to welcome her!

CHOIR NOTES:

by Dee Wood

Following their regular rehearsal in June, the
UUCIL choir held an afternoon retreat with
Reverend Lucas facilitating. We began with an
exercise that allowed us to express our personal
connections with music, and then looked at some
favorite hymns to discover their links to the
various UU sources. The session continued with
discussion about the choit's rehearsal and
performance standards and we explored many
positive ideas for the future growth and
evolution of the choir. A follow-up meeting is
planned for August 15 at church after the Sunday
potluck. All choir members, and potential new
choir members are invited to come share in this
time together.

UU Camping, July 23 — 25 — There’s Still Time!

We’ve reserved eight sites at Camp Shelly at Lake Tahoe for the weekend starting Friday, July 23, &
we have seven families signed up. The sites are big enough to share. The campground belongs to
the City of Livermore and is well maintained. The cost is $35 per night, or §70 for the two nights.
The rangers organize activities in the evenings like ice cream making and volleyball. On Saturday,
most of us go out to Lake Angora for swimming, rowing, hiking, kayaking, talking and lunch. If you
are interested in coming, please see Terry Rossow, or call 447-8881 or e-mail at Rossow(@ieee.org.



mailto:Rossow@ieee.org
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH

YAG (Young Adult Group) Mondays 8:00 p.m.
This is a weekly gathering of folks age 18-35.
Hang out with us as we continue to alternate
Popcorn Theology nights with mellower game &
conversation nights. We take turns hosting YAG
at our homes, so contact Wendy Mason at

Men’s Group July 13 & 27 at 7:30 p.m.

The Men’s Group meets twice a month for
tellowship and discussion in the Church Office, on
the second and fourth Tuesday of the month. If
you would like to join us, please contact Craig
Fish: craighfish@comecast.net.

Wendvianemason@gmaﬂ.com to be added to our
mailing list to learn specific location details.

Shawl Ministry July 7 at 7:00 p.m.
July 27 at 2:00 p.m.
Book Group on Hiatus until October Do you knit? Crochet? Do you want to learn?
Come join us! In this group, we work on projects
Minds on Fire on hiatus until September for those in need of an extra dose of kindness.

You can work on a shawl, chemo caps or on a
project you have already started. We meet in the

Tot Green building, Call Kim Rowe at 606-9531 if
you have questions.

MeditationWorkshop- July 10 & 24 @ 10a.m.
Linda Bissum is leading the
meditation workshop. She
has been meditating for the
last thirty years, and will

be sharing various meditation
methods as well as her experiences and what she
has learned from her mistakes.

PeTLOCK

Since summer month attendance tends to be
less than usual, helpers for potluck on July 18"
and August 15" will be anyone who can assist.

If you would be interested in helping set up
and put away tables & chairs, please call Kathi
or Murray Bullis at 925-829-4419.

~~S8ave the Dates ~~ UU Adult Labor Day Camp ~~ Save the Dates ~~
UU Adult Labor Day Camp, A weekend for Adults age 18 and up
at Camp 2 of the Mendocino Woolands from September 3-6, 2010 (optional day on September 2)

After a long summer of entertaining kids, hectic travels, summer doldrums, heat exhaustion or simply
in anticipation of the Fall, come join us in the grandeur of the glorious redwoods. Allow the crisp air
and serene setting to refresh your spirit. Indulge yourself with adult conversations, solitude along the
creek, or fellowship in the lodge. Your vitality will be restored with activities such as music, hiking,
fireside chats, dancing, beading, round singing or other spontaneous fun with fellow campers.
Bernadette Burns & Marty Hoffman are the Deans again this year. They will personally make sure
you have a great time!!!!

Games ~ Music ~ Dance ~ Hiking ~ Reading ~ Crafts
Hanging out with old friends and making new ones!

All this and a glorious setting too! Who could ask for anything more?

For more info and a registration flyer, contact: Bernadette Burns drbearsong@aol.com



mailto:drbearsong@aol.com
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A Special Invitation For Unitarian Universalists

This is too good! Our Honolulu congregation is organizing a very special fundraiser from September 22 to 29. Church
members will provide B&B-style accommodation in their homes, a full seven nights stay, for just $840/couple (or only
$490/single.) All funds support Church programs.

Your hosts and new friends from the First Unitarian Church of Honolulu will also offer optional group activities to make
your visit that much more special: The annual Aloha Festival will be in progress, with its colorful parade, fascinating
cultural events and more. Maybe you'll want to check out the 5 a.m. Honolulu Fish Auction, explore the Kapiolani
College Farmers' Market, snorkel at Hanauma Bay, tour the historic sites of the Manoa Valley, hike to the
Makapu'u Light House, tour the Bishop Museum with a feminist anthropologist, or visit an ancient Hawaiian temple
site with its garden of native plants in Kailua. Then, of course, there's the worship service, followed by a spaghetti
lunch prepared by the congregation's Youth Group! Or skip any or all of these for your own adventure.

There are several tempting options for accommodations. Choose from great views, close access to shops and nightlife,
being near a beach or close to the zoo.

Accommodations:

Honolulu: St Louis Heights, for 2 or 4 people. Fabulous views. And stairs.

Kapahulu: for 2 people, close to The Zoo and Waikiki.

Waialae Iki: Two rooms for two people each. Stairs.

Waikiki: Bedroom for 2. Apt high in tower, in the middle of The Action on Waikiki.

Pokai Bay, Waianai Coast: Across from the beach, four bedrooms +. Suitable up to 12 people!

Aiea: Bedroom for two in a wonderfully busy family home, full of food and music, near the airport.
Windward O’ahu Kailua: Bedroom for two to share in home with teenagers, dogs, and adults and fun.
Kane’ohe: Bedroom for two in a POSH condo complex on the Windward side.

Kane’ohe: Bedroom for two in artistic, cat-loving home.

Waimea [Big Island]: Bedroom for two who want to explore the island of Hawai’i, away from the madding UU crowd.

You Provide:

1. Transport to and from Honolulu, arriving on Wednesday, 9/22, & departing on Wednesday, 9/29.
2. Ground transportation while you are on O’ahu.

3. Admission to events and activities for which there is a charge, meals other than breakfast.

4. A chance for UUs in Hawai’i to meet YOU, UUs from The Mainland!

If all this leaves you hearing ukuleles and wanting to get your toes in the sand, e-mail Carla Allison at
cbm@hawaii.rr.com for more information and answers to any questions you might have.

To reserve: Send completed form & check for the full amount ($840 for 2, $490 for 1) to:
Carla Allison, The First Unitarian Church of Honolulu, 2500 Pali Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96817

Cancellation policy:
If received before September 14, you’ll receive a full refund, minus a $10 administrative fee.

If after September 14, your refund will be minus one night’s accommodation & a $10 administrative fee.

Request for accommodation with Unitarian Universalists in Hawaii, Sept 22 - 29

Name

Address

City. State Z1P:
email: land line: cell:
Number of people:

Special needs (no stairs, vegetarian, allergic to animals, other?)
Preferred accommodation, if we can manage it:
Check enclosed for § [to The First Unitarian Church of Honolulu|. Please, no post-dated checks.



http://www.unitariansofhi.org/
http://www.alohafestivals.com/
mailto:cbm@hawaii.rr.com?subject=UU%C2%A0BandB
mailto:cbm@hawaii.rr.com
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July
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

27 28 29 30 1 2 3
10:30 a.m. Living Lovingly

Social Justice committee

presenting 8:00 pm YAG*

\

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
10:30 a.m  Church and State: | 8:00 pm YAG* 7:00 p.m. Sunday 7:00 p.m. Shawl
How Separate? Services Committee Ministry 10:00 a.m. Meditation

Reverend Lucas Hergert Workshop
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:00 a.m. Program Council 8:00 pm YAG* 7:15 p.m. Caring and
10:30 a.m. Days of Future 6:30 p.m. Board Concerns Committee | 7.9 p.m. Finance
Passed: Lessons of the 1960s Meeting Committee

Reverend Chris Shriner

7:30 p. m.

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
10:30 a.m. Only a Game? 8:00 pm YAG*
Reverend Michelle Favreult 6:00 p.m. Hospitality 7:00 p.m. Stargazers 10:00 a.m. Meditation
12:00 p.m. Potluck (all helpers) Team event * Workshop
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
10:30 a.m. Living Lovingly 8:00 pm YAG*

Reverend Barbara Myers

2:00 p.m. Shawl
Ministry

7:30 p. m.

7:00 p.m. Social Justice

Meeting

*Not held at UUCIL. Please check with organizer for location.




Social Justice
Meelting

Wednesday, July 28 at
7:00 p.m.

in the Tot Green Room

S

Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore

1893 N. 1Vasco Road
Livermore, CA 94551-9793
925.447.8747 www.nucil.net

The Unitarian Universalist Church
in Livermore is a caring, diverse
community of operminded people.
We provide a supportive norcreedal
environment for spiritual and
intellectual growth.

We encourage living respectfully and
fostering the religious aspect of life
through serving the larger community.

We are a
Welcoming Congregation

The Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore is located at 1893 North Vasco Road in Livermore, California.

Founded as a Fellowship in 1957, we are proud to have been a voice for liberal religion in the TriValley for the over 50 years.
To learn more about our congregation please join us for Sunday Service at 10:30 am and visit our website at: www.uucil.net



