S

Volume 15, Number 1

Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore

January 2010

Sunday Services, High School & Middle School Youth Group@Gh i | dr ends Relatl®BOams Educat i
What's Happening at January 3 Moments of Truth ~ January 17 Seeing Things ‘jﬂ
UUCAL? Sunday Services Committee Black and White
. Rev. Sarah Moores Campbell Rev. Lucas Hergert, preaching
Mgfd@” Z 5{ ‘Z;Z”G”OJ . Pat Mielke - Accompanist Joe ];0@?%0/; C/f:fm)f S 0/022”
OHPEE L2681 100 This sermon explores those times that al Mielie - Accompantst

Thursdays in January ) p ) - : :

Job Support Group change our lives, what we might call E‘ngd m-a ccl)mlph‘cate[(i Jodd
Jannary 3: "moments of truth." They come to us Lenlllan Is<iour molza clanty. As Martin
]B 0ok G;Wp only rarely--when we are given the hut cr Eg’ Jr nde\xf/, SOIECUQCS, Ze

ania 5 . .

J - ~ choice to live up to our values or walk ave to take a stan | Tor w at1s right,

Sunday Services Committee . Rev Hergert will explore the
January 6: away from them. What will you do : 18 44 p £ ki

Shawl Ministry when you are confronted with a opportunities and dangers ot making
]Mz'ﬂds ;n Fire moment of tuth? The Sunday judgments about morality and justice.

d””ﬂ : . . . . .

C/W? Rehearsal Services Committee will deliver this )

, - January 24 How to Kill a Wolf

Jannary 10: sermon and service. )
Program Council Rev. Lucas Hergert, ]?rmc/ﬂmfg
January 12: 10 The Arc of th UUCL Choir

Men’s Group January € .C of the Wendy Mason - Accompanist
January 13: Moral Universe. .. 'This is a sermon about desite—the

Caring and Concerns Committee Rev. Lucas Hergert, preaching | ind of desire that burns us up and
January 14: UUCL Choir Greed 1

Board Meeting Wendy Mason - Accompanist consumes - us. ,ree , envy, lust
January 16: is long but j { revenge: those desires that force us to

Building & Grounds Work P . i i i
]d;;;@m}gz. mE O The  radical  Unitarian  Theodore Eetrawahatdm most 1?1portant éln out

RE Community Meeting Parker first spoke these words; ves. How do we contront our desires

Potluck (U-Z)
January 20:
Choir Rebearsal
January 21:
Finance Meeting
January 24:
The Religions 1eft Discussion
January 26:
Shawl Ministry
Men’s Grounp
January 30:
Service Auction

Abraham Lincoln and Martin Luther
King, Jr. quoted them. An abolitionist
and supporter of
will explore how Parker may inspire
us to rethink our own commitment to
justice.

WATCH REV. LUCAS'
SERMONS ONLINE:

www.uucil.net

without letting them get the best of
us?

The o0EO

Rew. Jerenry Nickel, preaching
Pat Mielke - Accompanist

Jeremy  Nickel is a  Unitarian
Universalist Minister and process
theologian. We are not sure what the
—EIl word is, but
interesting to find out!

January 31

month to

UUCIL Staff

Minister: Reverend Lucas Hergert (Office Hrs: W-F 10:00 a.m.—noon & by appt.)

Administrator: Renness Tomley (Office Hrs: W-F 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.nm.)
Director of Religions Education: Nada 1 elimirovic (Office Hrs: W 10 — 4 & by appt.)
Choir Director: Dee Wood — Newsletter: Desty Shoematker
The UUCIL Newsletter is published 12 times each year. The editor, Desty Shoemaker, welcomes submissions from all
sources. Please submit your input to Desty at shoemakerd@llnl.gov. All input must be received by the 3* Sunday of the
ensur e |

nclusion i n

t he

next mont h*s edi



http://www.uucil.net/

January 2010

Page 2
Mi ni st er s Cor ner.
oHal f of tthe Chur

Earlier today I was putting finishing touches on
the Christmas Eve service. By the time you read
this column, Christr
over. We will have entered a new year. Our first
year of ministry together will be nearly halfway
over. It is a good time to take stock of what we
have accomplished so far.

Someone asked me re
enjoyed ministry her
of any other word to use but love. Every day 1

count myself blessed for being able to minister

to this wonderful and dedicated community of

people. When I was in search last year, I hoped

to find a church excited to share the message of

Unitarian  Universalism. UUCIL has not

disappointed me in any way.

What I have found here is a community focused
on sharing our good news with each other and
the wider world. A few examples from the fall:
We wrote dozens of letters and postcards in
support of healthcare reform and water justice.
We took an offering for the Unitarian
Universalist ~ Legislative ~ Ministry,  which
advocates for concerns in our congregations. We
raised over $500 for that cause. More recently,
we decided to support Tri-Valley Haven with
donations of toys and gift cards for low-income
and homeless families. We raised over $1000 in
gift cards and toys.

A new book on church leadership has come out

calledIzt—I t Il 1 s defined

is the place to be—whether it can lend purpose
to people‘s |lives ar
worl d. I feel deepl

have so much to feel wonderful about, and so
much to look forward to as we continue this
year. Including a service trip to New

Orleans, where our youth will spread the good
news of Unitarian Universalism by rebuilding
houses devastated by Hurricane Katrina.

There is so much to be proud of at UUCIL. 1
know | am proud of
things that we can continue to work on as a
community.

Many have noticed that our church services are
packed each Sunday. Looking at records of
church attendance, we have reached between 80
to 95 percent capacity on any given Sunday. That
is great news! UUCIL is the place to be, and
people are noticing! Every time I ask if there are
newcomers in our service, four or five people
stand up.

This also raises the question: is it time to begin
planning for growth beyond what we can
accommodate at this time? That is the sort of
question that will take a lot of planning by and
listening to members of our congregation. I have
no easy answers to how we might accommodate
that growth. The only thing I can suggest is that
we remember that people need our message.
There are so many who are aching for our good
news. Let‘s not for
possibilities ahead of us.

There are so many possibilities that await us, and
I look forward to approaching all of them with

you. I am looking forward to another six months
together. And many, many more after that.

In Love and Faith,

Rev. Lucas Hergert
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Ronés Repor't
Happy New Year, everyone!
mixed emotions about 2010.

I must confess to
Economically, it

can‘t possibly be W
Politically, wel | , I
that my emotions remain mixed.  For our
denomination and for UUCIL, I am

unambiguously upbeat. It looks like the election
of The Rev. Peter Morales as UUA President was
a good thing, with positive changes to come at 25
Beacon Street. Here at home, I just come away
from every Sunday se
a big smile, and from Board meetings with a sense
that we are in the right place and doing the right
things.

To be sure, challenges abound, the most obvious
to me right now being the crowding on Sunday
morning. It is difficult for newcomers and visitors
to feel welcome when they have to search for a
seat, and we certainly are seeing quite a few
vi sitors each Sunday
(rather than its opposite) but a problem
nonetheless. Your Board, along with church staff
and committee chairs, will be working on this in
the near future. Your ideas are always welcome.

Speaking of committe
one joins a church in order to serve on a
committee. But, so much of our work as a church
is carried out by the dedicated members and chairs
of our committees that it is clear that they serve a
vital function at UUCIL. Think about where our
marvelous RE program would be without
volunteers, or about the additional programs our
Social Justice team could undertake with more
members. Most particularly, UUCIL really needs
help right now in the area of finance, on both the
Finance Committee and the Endowment
Committee. Please get in touch with me or any
Board member to find out more about these
exciting opportunities. If your interests lie here,
your help is needed now.

In peace and fellowship —
Ron

New Member Welcome
We celebrate the following new members:

Jocelyn Combs
Cassie Combs
Sarah J. Carlson
Phyllis Edholn
Daniel Miller
Jacqueline Carbello

The soul should always stand ajar, ready to
welcome the ecstatic experience.
Emily Dickinson

ITreasurer s Repo
At UUCIL, we constantly show that we are a
giving congregation. As treasurer, I am frequently
reminded of just how freely our members share
their gifts with others. Over the past two months
we have turned to you on several occasions, and
asked for your contributions, and your response
has been overwhelming.

In November, we collected approximately $1500
for Sonja Sukalski, as a gift toward her ordination
expenses, and the proceeds of our fifth Sunday
morning offering totaled $647 for the UU
Legistlative Ministry of California.
In December, we appealed once again to your
generosity in support of the programs of the
Unitarian Universalist Association, our national
body, and the UU Service Committee. You
responded with donations totaling $556.75 for
the UUA. Free will donations along with with the
annual Guest at Your Table program, garnered a
total of $1519.91 for UUSC. All this on top of
your steady support of UUCIL with regular
contributions, and the needs of our local

community, through donations to such programs
as the TriValley Haven Holiday Gift Drive.

Thank you. It is good to belong to such a
generous community.
Julie O'Brien, Treasurer
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Religious Education News

Welcoming the New Year!

The New Year holiday used to seem odd to me: t h
As | spent more time observing natur al cycl es atc
the ebb of the growth cycle began to make more sense to me.

After the rush of December, I am now looking forward to the New Year. Whether or not you use the turning of the year
to take stock of your personal life, we will use this month to reflect on our collective life together, our Religious
Education Progr ams. We * | |  hav e —dnam®takdstock df €uf peograins attda
one to have fun! I hope you can join us for one (or both!) of the following events:

JANUARY 17 0 Religious Education Community Gathering 11:45 AM 0 1:00 PM. Grab a plate of delicious
potluck food and join other parents, volunteer teachers, and your Director of Religious Education to have an
opportunity to review our classes & programs and learn about upcoming plans for the spring and summer.
Questions? Contact Rev. Nada: nadavel@yahoo.com or 510-459-4614.

JANUAURY 31 0 Super Special Choice Day: BIKE RIDE from 10:30 to 11:30 AM. Join Bob Breckenridge,
Hank O°'Brien and sever al ot her adults as they
want to help or have any questions, please contact Bob Breckenridge: bbrecken@hotmail.com

See you at church!

Nada
Reverend Nada V elimirovic’— Director of Religious Education
Office Hours: Wednesdays 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM — nadavel@yahoo.com

UPDATES:

All ages participated in the intergenerational holiday service on December 20. Here is a thank you list for all
who made it a wonderful event: NURSERY participants were led by Kim Rowe and Nora Taranowski in the chalice
lighting; GRADES 1-3 were led by Leslie Lemieux in sharing stories of their good deeds—oO r _gems 0]
GRADES 4-6 were led by Margaret Cooke, Cyndy Salmon, Barton Lane & Alice Mayall in a Nativity Skit where they
of fered tools from their —To osl)pGRADES 7-9 wkraihttbdacld byCBierdt 1
Perry and shared their thoughts on building communication and trust discussed in their OWL curriculum; and the
HIGH SCHOOLGROUPgave a rousing rendition of —Ji ndthakingl
it great. After the service the High School Group in their third Holiday Boutique sold over $300 worth of baked goods
and t-shirts to make a total of over $1,000 to go toward the Service trip to New Otleans! Many thanks to all of the group
members who proved to be great at sales, to those who baked goodies once the Fair Trade treats nearly sold-out, and to
the many parents who helped. Special thanks to Jody Harcourt and Jean Moran for your leadership!

Upcoming News: In the NURSERYt hi s month we' || be transitionir
Krisman to Jacqui Cantrell. Chelsea is gearing up for a big volleyball season — and Jacqui brings years of first-hand
experience with her four siblings! The HIGH SCHOOL GROUP will be shifting its focus to caring for the
environment—and choosing field trips for the coming mc
team of adult advisors for this group!

It is not possible for civilization to flow

backwards while there is youth in the world.
Helen Keller
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UUCIL: Working
Toward
Social Justice
January Update

Mark your calendars now and plan to join Lucas Hergert and Lois Dueltgen in a conversation
about how we might further develop our UUCIL social justice ministry. Identical sessions will
be held on Wednesday, February 3, from 7:00 to 8:30 and Saturday, February 13, noon to
1:30, in the hope that one of those times will fit into your busy schedule. Dessert and coffee
will be provided for the evening session. On Saturday, you can bring your own lunch, or we
will order a Subway sandwich for you if you preorder when signing up. Beverages and cookies
will be provided to go with your lunch. Look for sign up sheets on the counter two Sundays
prior to these dates. You can also sign up by contacting the UUCIL office. Childcare will be
provided if you let us know you need it.

Topics of discussion will be as follows:
e What does it feel | i ke to really ma
e What have you/we done in the past that has been particulatly meaningful?
e What are the issues that matter to us?
e What are the needs in our community?
e How might we prioritize the issues and needs that we have identified?
e What might a social justice program look like in this congregation 5 years from now?

Congratulations on all you have done this fall to improve the lives of vulnerable people in our
society. Many of you educated yourselves about healthcare reform and have written letters
and made phone calls urging elected officials to do the morally right thing by providing
improved access and affordability for all. In appreciation for the assistance we received from
the Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry related to this effort, UULM was the
recipient of our 5™ Sunday special collection in November.

In our local community, you generously contributed over $1000 in gifts and gift cards for the
Tri-Val | ey Havenos 20 08 adwrhidatihral Yevel Bydu Gaghtribated
generously to the UU  Service Committeeds Gu&a thavee
indeed made a difference in the world.

The ReIJ:gious Left: A Sleeping Giant? A Conversation with Rev. Lucas

January 24, 12-1pm, after Sunday Service

The Religious Right is about forty years old, and has garnered much attention and power. The
Religious Left goes back nearly to the start of our country, but today is relatively unnoticed and
disorganized. Rev. Lucas will discuss whether things are starting to change. You are encouraged

to read —The Religious Leftl Wywihkkdan Mc
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Service and Goods Auction

Saturday January 30"
Dinner 3 6:00 p.m.
Auction: 7:00 p.m.
Childcare/pizza provided.

Please plan to attend (with checkbook) and bid
on exciting offers of goods or services.

New this year: | f  nyed &f 2 der€ice,
pl ease write the inf
at the back of the Sanctuary. Or if you need an
idea of what to offer pl ease ¢
form.

Forms for submittal of what you have to offer
are on the back counter in the Sanctuary.

Talk to Joan Dickinson with questions.

A Past Remembered

Emily Meter, the mother of our former minister
the Reverend Eric Meter, died December 14,
2009, after a long bout with cancer.
Condolences can be sent to Eric ¢/o the First
Unitarian Universalist Church of Columbus, 93
West Weisheimer Rd., Columbus OH 43214-
2544,

A memorial service in honor of Emily's 75th
birthdav will be held in March (in Columbus).

PeTLSCK

Helpers for potluck on January 17% are people
whose last names begin with U — Z. On February
21 it will be names starting with A - E. But
anybody who wants to do their good turn for the
day should feel free to help.

If you would be interested in helping set up and
put away tables & chairs, please call Kathi or
Murray Bullis at 925-829-4419.

Building and Grounds Work Party

Saturday, January 16
8:00 am to noon, rain or shine.

Breakfast goodies and lunch will be provided.
It's time again to join together to give the
buildings & grounds some TLC! We'll be cleaning
out some cobwebs, removing leaves from the
roofs, cutting back roses and vines, and much
more!

Bring a hat & gloves and your favorite cleaning
tools.

Contact Davyne Bradley at davynep@yahoo.com,
925-967-3240; or  Maureen  Hamm at
hammwoof(@earthlink.net, 925-373-7325.

NCUUCC Spring Thing at Asilomar
April 239 3 25", 2010

Come to a weekend in the beautiful seaside
setting of the Asilomar Conference Grounds on
the tip of the Monterey Peninsula. It is a
relatively unstructured gathering of about 40 UUs
and friends. The days are free for your own
activities, exploring the Monterey area, with
conversation and games in a friendly atmosphere
in the evenings. Cost is $230 per person, double
occupancy in historic Scripps Hall, for 3 days / 2
nights, 6 meals, maid service, and use of all
Asilomar amenities, including jitney service.
Adult price is $230. Youth price (ages 3-17) is
$160 and children under 3 years are free.

Registration deadline is January 17, 2010. For
a registration form, contact the Registrars, Kathi
and Murray Bullis, by telephone at (925) 829-
4419, by mail at 9033 Craydon Circle, San
Ramon, CA 94583 or by e-mail at
mbkb2(@comcast.net.
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH

YAG (Young Adult Group) Mondays 8:00 p.m.
This is a weekly gathering of folks age 18-35.
Hang out with us as we continue to alternate
Popcorn Theology nights with mellower game &
conversation nights. We take turns hosting YAG
at our homes, so contact Wendy Mason at
wendyjanemason@gmail.com to be added to our
mailing list to learn specific location details.

Job Discovery Groupd Thursdays at 10:00 a.m.
Bring your resume (& maybe a few extra copies to
pass around), ideas, roadblocks & any resources
y odulike to share in a supportive & proactive
atmosphere.

Contact Maureen Hamm or Brent Parry at

mhamm33@earthlink.net or brentparry@aol.com

for more info.

Book Group January 3 at Noon
We are reading America’s Women: 400 Years of
Dolls, Drudges, Helpmates and Heroines by
Gail Collins, and will have a discussion at our
meeting on February 7. This book is available
from Amazon for $11.51, or less for a used book.

This month, bring more ideas and share a
different book you read recently that you think
we'd like to hear about. If possible, have it
available to loan. Bring a lunch or snack and we
will meet at 12 noon in the High School Room,
behind the Tot Green room. Hope we see you.

Hildy Pebrson and Alyce Rossow @

Minds on Fire January 6 at 7:00 p.m.
Please join us for Minds on Fire from 7:00 to 8:30
pm on Wednesday, January 6 at the home of
Helen Meier. Minds on Fire meets on the first
Wednesday of each month to discuss a variety of
subjects ranging from spiritual matters to topical
concerns. We are an open group and we welcome
newcomers. For more information, call or email
Shelley Covey (shelcovev@comeast.net).

Menos Gr sy 12 & 26 at 7:30 p.m.
The Men* s Group me e
tellowship and discussion in the Church Office, on
the second and fourth Tuesday of the month. If
you would like to join us, please contact Craig
Fish: craigbfish(@comecast.net.

Shawl Ministry January 6 at 7:00 p.m.
January 26 at Noon
Evening sessions of Shawl Ministry have

moved to the first Wednesday of the month.

Do you knit? Crochet? Do you want to learn?
Come join us! In this group, we work on projects
for those in need of an extra dose of kindness.
You can work on a shawl, chemo caps or on a
project you have already started. We meet in the

Tot Green building, Call Kim Rowe at 606-9531 if
you have questions.

Every phenomenon of nature was a word - the sign, symbol and pledge of a

new, mysterious,

inexpressible but

all the more Iintimate union,

participation and community of divine energies and ideas.

Johann G. Hamann
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Thomas Starr King Statue Installed at Capitol in Sacramento

“Marke principle a guest in your heart, —by denying the worldly side of your nature,

by fettering passion, conguering pride, living for something other than luxury, using
money for good, drilling the will to loyalty, — and it will become thus an immeasurable
gain as a resource 1o your sosul.

“God bends a boundless and sparkling sky over our heads; but he offers a deeper
heaven, filled with more glorious lights and diviner promise, to all souls that will
welcome a principle, go out and pitch their tent in the moral universe, and live here
Sfor him.”

- Rev. Thomas Starr King

On December 8, 2009 the statue of Thomas Starr King was installed on the Capitol grounds in Sacramento with
ceremony and eloquent words. Many may remember that the California State Senate voted at the end of 2006 to
replace King®‘s spregrdted @liforniwih thedChpitolBailding in Wahghgtoh B.C., with that
of Ronald Reagan. The swap happened in June and since then Thomas Starr King has been crated and waiting for
his return to Sacramento. His statue was unveiled in the presence of a crowd of more than 150 including his great,
great grandchildren, politicians, state employees, and many UUs who braved the cold morning for the festivities. By
the time the Honorable Darrel Steinberg, Senate President pro tem made his opening remarks the day had warmed
and the sun was out. Other speakers at the event included, Reverend Rebecca Parker, President of Starr King
School for the Ministry; and Reverend Lindi Ramsden, Executive Director of UULMCA. St ar r Ki ng,
of Li ber t yallell hing sill glack theCer@rindt to the Civil War Memorial Grove. There is an exhibit
about Starr King in the Capitol Museum, which will run through June 2010.

Leadership Summit Recap

This yeat's UU Legislative Ministry California Leadership Summit was held in Sacramento November 6 — 8. Seventy
people from 34 churches traveled from as far south as San Diego and as far north as Redbluff to attend. There were
fourteen young adults attending who added perspective and their particular vision for our work together. It was a
truly intergenerational event.

Issue teams met and convened training sessions with respected policy experts in their area. Many of those attending
began the weekend with a tour of the Delta by boat and an opening dinner with guest speaker, Debra Bowen,

California Secretary of State, who is a Unitarian Universalist.

For a full story on the Summit, list of speakers, and photos go to uulmca.org

UULMC YOUNG ADULT EVENT

FEBRUARY 12-14 Out of the Sanctuary Into the Heart of the City

This event invites UU Young Adults to an urban social justice weekend in Los Angeles. Billed as a call to come

out of the sanctuary and move into the heart of the city, this weekend of community building, reflection and
justice seeking is sponsored by the UU Legislative Ministry of California and the Pacific Southwest District. UU
young adults (ages 18-35) are invited to deepen their faith and build bonds with other UUs in this weekend at
the First Unitarian Universalist Church of Los Angeles. More information and registration can be found at the
ULLMCA web site: www.uulmca.org, or by calling 916-441-0018.

1
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January
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
27 28 29 30 31 1 2
10:30 a.m. Double Headed Coins 3:00 p.m. Twin
Reverend Lucas Hergert Valley Learning
Tutoring
8:00 pm YAG*
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10:30 a.m. Moments of Truth 3:00 p.m. Twin 7:00 p.m. Shawl 10:00 a.m. Job 9:30 a.m. Choir
Rev. Sarah Moores Campbell Valley Learning 6:45 p.m. Sunday Ministry Support Group Rehearsal
12:00 p.m. Book Group Tutoring Services Committee
7:00 p.m.Minds on
8:00 pm YAG* Fire *
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
9:00 a.m. Program Council 3:00 p.m. Twin 10:00 a.m. Job
10:3.0 a.m. Arc of the Moral Valley Learning 7:30 p. m 7:00 p.m. Caring and Support Group 8:00 a.m. Building and
Universe Tutoring Concerns Grounds Work Party
Reverend Lucas Hergert 6:30 p.m. Board
8:00 pm YAG* Meeting
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
10:30 a.m. Seeing Things in 3:00 p.m. Twin 10:00 a.m. Job
Black and White Valley Learning 7:00 p.m. Choir Support Group
Reverend Lucas Hergert Tutoring Rehearsal
11:45 a.m. RE Community
Meeting 8:00 pm YAG* 12:15 p.m. Finance
12:00 p.m. Potluck (U-2) Meeting
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
10:30 a.m. How to Kill a Wolf 3:00 p.m. Twin 10:00 a.m. Job 6:00 p.m. Service
Reverend Lucas Hergert Valley Learning 12:00 p.m. Shaw Support Group Auction
12:00 p.m. The Religious Left: A| Tutoring M-inistry
Sleeping Giant? Discussion
Grou . *
P 8:00 pm YAG 7:30 p. m.
31 1 2 3 4 5 6
10:30 am. Theii Eo  Wo r d| 3:00 p.m. Twin 10:00 a.m. Job
Reverend Jeremy Nickel VaIIe)_/ Learning Support Group
Tutoring
8:00 pm YAG*

*Not held at UUCIL. Please check with organizer for location.




’ Building and Grounds
Work Party
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January 16™
8:00 a.m. O noon

Breakfast goodies and lunch
will be provided.

S

Unitarian Universalist Church in Livernore
1893 N. Vasco Road

Livermore, CA 94551-9793
925.447.8747 www.uucil.net

The Unitarian Universalist Church
in Livermore is a caring, diverse
community of operminded people.
We provide a supportive norcreedal
environment for spiritual and
intellectual growth.

We encourage living respectfully and
fostering the religious aspect of life
through serving thdarger community.

We are a
Welcoming Congregation
\The Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore is located at 1893 North Vasco Road in Livermore, California.

Founded as a Fellowship in 1957, we are proud to have been a voice for liberal religion in the TriValley for the over 50 years.
To learn more about our congregation please join us for Sunday Service at 10:30 am and visit our website at: www.uucil.net



