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Whatõs Happening at 
UUCiL? 

Mondays in September 

   Young Adult Group 

Thursdays in September 

  Job Support Group 

September 1: 

  Sunday Services Committee 

September 2: 

  Minds on Fire 

September 6: 

  Labor of Love 

September 8: 

  Menõs Group 

September 10: 

  Board Meeting 

September 11: 

 Welcoming Committee Film Night 

September 12: 

  Choir Rehearsal 

  Meditation Workshop 

September 13:   
Program Council 

September 17: 

  Finance Meeting 

September 20: 

  Potluck (A-E)   

September 22: 

   Shawl Ministry 

   Menõs Group 

Septembert 26: 

  Meditation Workshop   

September 6 Rising to the Occasion 
Rev. Lucas Hergert 

Pat Mielke - Accompanist 

Today will be the "Labor of  Love" 
Sunday, where all are invited to pitch in 
with work around the church. The Rev. 
Lucas Hergert, minister of  UUCiL, will 
lead a brief  service in his work clothes 
about digging into the work of  our 
beloved community. 
 
September 13                  Long Shot 

Rev. Lucas Hergert 
UUCiL Choir 

Pat Mielke - Accompanist 

This is a sermon about changing the 
world into a more just and loving place. 
It's a long shot. How do we find hope 
against the odds that are laid out before 
us?  
 

September 20      From Journeys to 
Ingathering    

Rev. Lucas Hergert 
UUCiL Choir 

Pat Mielke - Accompanist 

This service will celebrate the end 
of  the summer and the beginning of 
the church year. All will have an 
opportunity to share where they 
have been over the summer. Please 
bring a little bit of  water 
representing your journeys. The Rev. 
Lucas Hergert will be preaching. 

 
September 27      In Its Own Time 

ð Foregiveness as a Spiritual 
Discipline   

   Rev. Maureen Killoren 
Pat Mielke - Accompanist 

Jesus said to forgive not 7 times, but 70 

times 7,&ever since, "kissing&making 

up", "forgiving&forgetting" has been 

held up as the moral, the right, the good 

thing to do...& sometimes it is. 
 
 
 
 
     

Announcing Reverend Lucas Hergert 
After an arduous search, UUCiL has a new 
settled minster.  Rev. Lucas is a second 
generation Unitarian Universalist who has 
served his church and our movement in several 
capacities. He holds a BA in Religion and 
Philosophy, and received his Master of  
Divinity degree from Harvard this summer.   

WELCOME! 

 

Office Hours: 

 

Wednesday ï Friday  

10 a.m. ï noon 
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Ronõs Report 
I am so very pleased to welcome The Rev. Lucas 
Hergert to UUCiL, and to his new pulpit and 
newly-refurbished office.  By the time this is 
published we will have completed our start-up 
workshops, and I hope many of you attended.  I 
believe this year will be fun and enlightening and 
challenging for all of us and I look forward to 
your purposeful and joyful participation. 
 
A big thanks to Terry Rossow, Jes Pedersen and 
Rich Partida for a lot of remodeling, electrical 
and construction work during the past couple of 
months.  Rev. Lucasõs office has been  

refurbished and considerably upgraded.  The 
new cabinets in the sanctuary are splendid ð 
pretty much what Pat and Keith Mielke had been 
telling us all along.  And, the wiring 
improvements, quite invisible to us, make our 
building safer as well as more convenient to use. 
 
In addition, our Administrator, Rennie Tomley 
and our DRE, Rev. Nada Velimirovic have been 
working on sprucing up the church office and 
the RE rooms so that this program year can start 
out in the best possible atmosphere.  Many 
thanks to them for seeing what needed to be 
done and going after it. 
 
These are among the many ways that we are 
entering into a time of renewal and new 
beginnings.  This will, I hope, inspire us to really 
think about who we are as a congregation, what 
we are doing in our community and the wider 
world, and what we want to accomplish during 
the next year or so.  Elsewhere in this newsletter 
you will see articles about our latest OWL 
program, a vital part of the overall curriculum 
for our Junior High youth, and about a 
rekindling of Social Justice work at UUCiL 
through involvement in Health Care Reform 
issues.  
 
Iõm hoping all of us at UUCiL will be addressing 
long range planning as the year progresses, in 
close cooperation with Rev. Hergert.  It has been 
a few years since we undertook a rigorous long 
range plan, and the arrival of our new minister 
seems to be a good time to take a fresh look.  
One recommended approach uses a non-Board 
committee to shape the long range plan, based 
on lots of careful deliberations and plenty of 
congregational input.  This effort has not yet 
taken shape so you will be hearing more about it 
as the year progresses.  Stay tuned! 
 
In Peace and Fellowship ð  
 
Ron 
 

Ministerõs Notes 
"No one in the world has more ceremonies than 
my brother," Rita, my sister, said about a month 
ago. I think that she may be right. 
Graduation, ordination, taking part in the Service 
of the Living Tradition at General Assembly, and 
soon my installation here at UUCiL.  This has 
been a year full of ceremonies. 
 
UUCiL has been through its fair share of 
ceremonies, too. The celebration and departure 
of a minister of ten years, welcoming and 
saying farewell to two interims. And now my 
arrival. 
 
For both UUCiL & I, thatõs a lot of change. 
After my installation here, Iõm looking forward 
to having fewer ceremonies to mark major 
transitions. I bet many at UUCiL feel the same. 
 
And yet, I hope that neither of us stops 
changing. Change is at the heart of my 
understanding of ministry: to minister is to 
change lives and the world for the better. That is 
the kind of change that I would like to continue 
and deepen as we begin this adventure together. 
 
Yours,   
Rev. Lucas Hergert                           
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Now Is the Time to Make Your Voice Heard 
 
The anti-change voices have been dominating the health 
care reform discussion, but Congressional leaders need 
to hear from progressives as well.  It seems that òthe 
planó changes daily, so we have an opportunity to have 
input into the final outcome.  If you have questions 
about health care reform and wonder how best to make 
your voice heard, you are invited to join UU Legislative 
Ministry organizer, Jeffrey Melcher, for UUCiL Health 
Care Reform Education, Reflection and Action.  These 
sessions will be held on Sunday afternoons in September 
from 12:00 to 2:00.  Lunch will be provided and 
childcare will be available as needed.  Topics are as 
follows:   
 
September 13:  Then and Now ð Informative, brief 
100-year history of health care reform in the USA. Is 
healthcare a right of all, or a commodity that should be 
available to only those who can afford it? What values 
underlie these messages, and how do they compare with 
Unitarian Universalist values? 
 
September 20: Health Care Around the World -- The 
documentary Sick Around the World explores how five 
other capitalist democracies (the United Kingdom, Japan, 
Germany, Taiwan and Switzerland) deliver health care, 
and what the United States might learn from their 
successes and their failures. 
  
September 27: Where Do We Go From Here? -- How 
do our UU values lead us to respond? A short history of 
Social Justice in early Unitarianism. Current legislative 
update. Action/Reflection model. 
 
Lois Dueltgen is the organizer of this series, so she 
would be happy to answer any questions you may have.  
You are asked to sign up now so that we know how 
many people to expect.  There will be a clipboard on the 
counter in the sanctuary, or you can call or e-mail the 
office.  You are encouraged to attend all sessions, but if 
you are unable to do so, please indicate which sessions 
you will be attending and if you need childcare.  
 

 

13th Annual PCD Men's 
Retreat:  Friday-Sunday, 
October 16th-18, 2009 
 

Theme: What will it take for you 
to be happy? 

 
Come join men from all around 
the Pacific Central District for a 
weekend of fun, community-
building, kinship, singing, 
workshops and more! We will be 
gathering once again at the 
Westminster Retreat Center in 
Alamo (10 miles south of Walnut 
Creek), a beautiful location for 
reflection and enjoyment of 
natural surroundings. 

 
The cost for the weekend is $225, 
with a deposit of $100 at time of 
registration.  Please register now, 
since the cost rises to $235 as of 
Oct. 1.   

To register or to get more 
information, go to  http://*pcd -
uua.org/men/frames.htm  
 
We'd love to see you at this event!  
Questions? Contact us: 
Gordon Smith at 408-393-6182 or 
gordonsmith100@gmail.com 
Harry Mersmann at 209-955-0291 
or pcdmensretreat@gmail.com.  

 

  

 
 

http://*www.*uccr.org/westmin.htm
http://*pcd-uua.org/men/frames.htm
http://*pcd-uua.org/men/frames.htm
mailto:gordonsmith100@gmail.com
mailto:pcdmensretreat@gmail.com
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Religious Education News  
And so we begin againé 
The beginning of another church year is underway.  And with it comes a time-honored (and in some 
circles, dreaded) tradition of asking for volunteers to help òteachó our children.  You may ask, òWhy 
the quotation marks around the word ôteachõ?ó   I call attention to this word to underscore a 
theological point:  to teach our children is to learn together with them.  We do not expect our 
teachers to be experts in child development, world religions, or spiritual practice (though experts are 
certainly welcome to join in the fun!).  Rather, we ask you to be present: if you are willing to show up 
on a regular basis ð on average two times a month ð and promise to bring flexibility & a sense of 
humor, then you have what it takes to teach and to learn with our amazing, thoughtful & feisty 
youth and children.  Hereõs an overview of what our different age groups will encounter this month: 
 
September 6:   Youth and children have special roles to play as we gather to care and tend to our 
buildings and grounds for a òLabor of Love Day.ó  Of special interest to many families ð we will be 
refurbishing our beloved (and well-used) sandbox!  Donõt miss our fabulous display of CRAFT 
PROJECTS from Chalice Camp!  
 
September 13:  We will kick off the first official Sunday of the church year with a CHOICE DAY 
with volleyball, crafts and other fun events. 
 
September 20:  We unroll this yearõs programs and curricula ð òTapestry of Faithó (TOF) and 
òOur Whole Livesó (OWL) as follows: 
 

 Nursery:  We will have a cozy room for infants as well as for our toddlers & preschoolers in the 
Starr King Building.  Childcare provided by Chelsea Krisman & Jaqui Cantrell ð aided by a 
rotating co-op of parent volunteers. 

 K-1:  òWonderful Welcomeó led by Nora Taranowski & Kim Rowe. 

 Grades 2-3:  òMoral Talesó led by Mark Miller & Leslie Lemieux. 

 Grades 4-6:  òToolbox of Faithó led by Cyndy Salmon & Barton Lane. 

 Grades 7-9:  òOur Whole Livesó sexuality curriculum led by Melissa Hodous & Brent Parry. 

 High School: A unique hybrid of TOFõs òFamiliesó and a òComing of Ageó program with a 
focus on environmental issues led by James Ong & a host of others!   

 

TEACHER TEAMS of four volunteers will lead our classes ñ so as you can see from the list 
above, there are openings.  YOU can definitely contribute to our children and youth.  Contact me to 
learn more! 
 

I hope to see you at church! 

 

Nada 

Reverend Nada Velimirovicõ 

Director of Religious Education 

Office Hours: Wednesdays 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM  
nadavel@yahoo.com, 510-459-4614 Cell 

 

 
 

Only one person in a million becomes 

enlightened without a teacher's help.        
     Bodihidharma  

mailto:nadavel@yahoo.com
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Our Whole Lives Schedule :      7th-9th 
Grade September & October 
Mark Your Calendars, please!  Classes start at 
10:30 and end at noon.  Those youth not 
participating in OWL are welcome to attend 
our fun outings.  Please look for more 
information as those dates come closer.  

9/6:  Labor Day, no class 
9/13:  First Class 

9/20: Class 
9/27:  Class 
10/4: Class 
10/11: Class 
10/18: class 
10/25: Class 

11/1 No class- Outing to be planned 
 If you have any questions about the OWL 
schedule, please contact our OWL 
Coordinator, Leslie Lemieux.  Leslie can be 
reached by email at jlmm@pacbell.net or by 
phone at 606-5863. Thanks! 
 

Summer òChalice Campó Thank Yous   
Kids from K-12 graders are have had a great time 
in our summer Sunday morning òChalice 
Campó program.   Weõve had performances ð 
plays about our Unitarian and Universalist 
ancestors, how the chalice symbol was first used, 
about transcendentalism, and about UUs & civil 
rights.  Weõve had crafts ð  kids have painted 
prayer flags, made superhero capes, constructed 
their own chalices and a large group chalice, 
constructed a puzzle which asks questions about 
ôgod,õ made interfaith collages, òI have a dreamó 
catchers, and flowers from egg cartons to share 
with one another. 
 
It was possible because of the following 
wonderful volunteers:  Margaret Cooke, Amy 
Masker, Michelle Betancourt, Hildy Pehrson, 
Louise Gray, Nora Taranowski,  Rhonda Fultz, 
Kim Rowe, and Ryan Bashaw.  Sincere thanks 
to one and all!  
 

 
 

 

 

 Greening the Earth & the UUCiL Bank Account 
 
Help save the earth and raise funds for our church at the same time.  There is a box in our 
church office to collect the following: 

× Video Game Consoles (include all accessories) 

× Video Games (include case) 

× Empty Inkjet & Laser cartridges 

× Used cell phones 

× Digital cameras 

× Laptops (include power cords) 

× PDAs/Palm Pilots (include accessories) 

× IPODs (include accessories) 

× DVD movies (include original packaging) 
(Please, no batteries or toner cartridges.) 
 
You bring it in & we will do the rest! 
 

 
 

 

mailto:jlmm@pacbell.net
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Choir Notes 
 
It seems the summer is flying by and itõs 
almost time to begin choir again.  Iõm looking 
forward to working with our new minister and 
continuing to provide choir music that will 
enhance our worship services. 
 
As in most summers, I again attended the 
annual UUMN (Unitarian Universalist 
Musicians Network) conference, held this year 
in Portland.    This conference presents five 
intensive days of workshops, discussions, 
worship services, reading sessions and re-
acquainting with old friends.  It always proves 
to be time well spent in preparation for the 
coming year.  
 
Among the workshops I attended, two were 
especially interesting to me and   I hope to 
spend some time in the coming year exploring 
their central themes here in the church.  One 
was about the few hymns we continue to sing 
over and over, while ignoring the many that 
remain unsung, for whatever reasons.  The 
other was about the possibility of developing a 
choir covenant, which is something apparently 
taking place in more and more of our church 
choirs. 
 
The first òWelcome Backó choir rehearsal will 
be Saturday, September 12 at 9:30 a.m.  Iõm 
looking forward to seeing everybody again.  
And as always, I extend an open invitation to 
all of our other singers who may be thinking 
about joining us.  Please come, there is a chair 
waiting for you. 
 
Dee Wood, Choir Director 
 

 

 

Shall the Children Sing? 
As the new school year begins, the opportunity 
for resuming the Young Singers, UUCiLõs 
childrenõs choir, is also here.  The choir is open 
to children aged 7 to 13, but can be oriented 
toward the ages of the children who join.  This is 
an opportunity for your kids to have fun, learn a 
little about singing in a supportive, low-pressure 
environment, and share their accomplishments in 
occasional performances at services. 
 
However, there canõt be a choir without singers.  
Thus, if you have a child whoõs interested in 
getting, please contact Leanne Macdonnell at 
leanne.macdonnell@sbcglobal.net or 961-9130 as 
soon as possible.  We can get the children singing 
as soon as we have enough participants. 
 
We also need an accompanist, so if you can offer 
your time & piano skills, or can suggest someone, 
please contact Leanne. 

 
 
 

 
 

Music is a moral law. It gives soul to the 

universe, wings to the mind, flight to the 

imagination, and charm and gaiety to life 

and to every thing.        
     Plato 

 

 

mailto:leanne.macdonnell@sbcglobal.net
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UUFO--Unitarian &  Friends Outingñ 
Friday, November 6, 2009 
Sign up sheet is on the table in the sanctuary.  
Please sign up no later than Sunday, Sept. 13.  
Pay Marion Stearns $20.00 per seat if possible by 
then (check or cash). This event is like a potluck. 
Please bring food to share, and serving utensils, 
but NO beverages.  Paper plates, napkins 
,flatware will be provided.  Doors at the BARN   
(Pacific Avenue) open at 7:00, concert at 
8:00p.m. Try to car pool.  For more info see or 
call Marion, 443-5182, or Joan Dickinson, 447-
6454. It's a fun evening.  
  
 

 
 

Youõre Invited!  UUCiL Movie Night ð 
Friday, September 11th  
The Welcoming Committee is sponsoring a movie 
night on Friday, Sept. 11 @ 7:30pm--the featured 
movie will be Fried Green Tomatoes, a tender love 
story about two women set in the south in the 
1930's, and the story was written by famed actress 
and author Fanny Flagg. The movie will be shown 
in the Tot Green Room.  

 

 
 
 
 

Newcomer Orientationð  
Sunday, October 4th  
Have you been attending UUCiL for awhile and 
would like to find out more about Unitarian 
Universalism and this church in particular? Rev. 
Lucas Hergert and Janice Paquette will be holding a 
newcomer orientation after church on Sunday, 
October 4.  We'd love to have you attend this 
informal discussion. Contact the church office or 
sign up on the clipboard in the back of the 
sanctuary. 

Everything that is new or uncommon 

raises a p leasure in the imagination, 

because it fills the soul with an agreeable 

surprise, gratifies its curiosity, and gives 

it an idea of which it was not before 

possessed.      
     John Muir  

Cottage for Rent 
Cottage for rent in quiet Livermore neighborhood, 
two miles from the Lab on the East side of town. 
1 bedroom, kitchen with gas stove top and refer. 
Washer/dryer hook-ups. Water & garbage paid for. 
$900/ month.  Small dog ok. Non-smoker. 
Off-street parking with side yard access 
Call Val Long 925-243-1768. 
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 YAG (Young Adult Group)Mondays 8:00 p.m.                                 
This is a weekly gathering of folks age 18-35.  
Hang out with us as we continue to alternate 
Popcorn Theology nights with mellower game & 
conversation nights. We  take turns hosting YAG 
at our homes, so contact Wendy Mason at 
wendyjanemason@gmail.com to be added to our 
mailing list to learn specific location details.   

Job Discovery Group Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. 
Bring your resume (& maybe a few extra copies to 
pass around), ideas, roadblocks & any resources 
youõd like to share in a supportive & proactive 
atmosphere. 
 
Contact Maureen Hamm or Brent Parry at 
mhamm33@earthlink.net or brentparry@aol.com 
for more info. 

Meditation Workshop-September12,26@10 am 
Linda Bissum is leading the meditation workshop.  
She has been meditating for the last thirty years, 
and will be sharing various meditation methods as 
well as her experiences and what she has learned 
from her mistakes. 
 
 The class is open to everybody.  No prior 
experience with meditation is required. The focus 
will be on the practical aspects of meditation. 
 
You can get more information from Linda at 
linda@bissum.com or at 925-858-8904. 

 

Book Group                    no September meeting 
Our next meeting will be October 4, at noon, in 
the high school room. 
 

Minds on Fire              September 2 at 7:00 p.m. 

Minds on Fire will resume monthly meetings on 
Wednesday, September 2 at 7:00 pm.  For 
September we will meet at Shelley Coveyõs house.   
We are an open group and welcome newcomers 
and drop-ins. This small group meets monthly to 
discuss various topics regarding religion, 
spirituality, world affairs and current events. Call or 
email Shelley Covey, ( shelcovey@comcast.net ) for 
details and directions.  

 

Menõs Group     September 8 & 22 at 7:30 p.m.  

The Menõs Group meets twice a month for 
fellowship and discussion in the Church Office, on 
the second and fourth Tuesday of  the month. If  
you would like to join us, please contact Craig 
Fish: craigbfish@comcast.net. 

 

Shawl Ministry         September 22 at 12:00 p.m.                                       
Do you knit? Crochet? Do you want to learn? 
Come join us! In this group, we work on knitting 
or crocheting projects for those in need of  an 
extra dose of  kindness. You can work on a shawl 
or on a project you have already started. We meet 
in the Tot Green building. Call Kim Rowe at 606-
9531 if  you have questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Helpers for September are people whose last names begin with A - E (on October 18, 2009 it will be 
people whose names start with F - K).  But anybody who wants to do their good turn for the day,  
should feel free to help.   
  
We need people to help set up the tables and chairs after the Service and to put them away after the 
Potluck,  ESPECIALLY NEEDED: is help setting up the three serving tables first, so people can put 
their Potluck contributions somewhere.  If you would be interested in helping out with the tables and 
chairs, please call Kathi or Murray Bullis at 925-829-4419.  
 
 

mailto:wendyjanemason@gmail.com
mailto:mhamm33@earthlink.net
mailto:brentparry@aol.com
mailto:linda@bissum.com
mailto:shelcovey@comcast.net
mailto:craigbfish@comcast.net
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SSeepptteemmbbeerr  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
30 

10:30 a.m.  Social Justice Ministry 
and the Spiritual Path              
Jeffrey Melcher 

 

31 

8:00 pm   YAG 

 

1 

6:30 p.m.  Sunday 
Services Committee 

2 

7:00 p.m.  Minds on Fire 

3 

10:00 a.m. Job  
  Support Group 

4 

 

5                                           

 

6                                                                   
10:30 a.m. Rising to the 
Occasion          
  Reverend Lucas Hergert  

8:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. Labor of 
Love 

7 

 8:00 pm   YAG 

8                                      

7:30 p.m.  Menôs Group  
 

9 

 
 

10 

10:00 a.m. Job 
Support Group 

6:00 p.m.  Board 
Meeting 

11 

7:30 p.m. Welcoming 
Committee Film, Fried 
Green Tomatoes 

12 

9:00 a.m. Choir 
Rehearsal  

10:00 a.m.  Meditation 
Workshop 

13 
9:00 a.m.  Program Council  

10:00 a.m. OWL 
 
10:30 a.m.    Long Shot  

   Reverend Lucas Hergert 
    

 

14                                                                                

8:00 pm   YAG 

15 

 
 

 

16 

 

17 

10:00 a.m. Job  
  Support Group  

6:30 p.m.  Finance 
Meeting 

18 

 

19 

  

20                                                                                                    
10:00 a.m. OWL  

10:30 a.m. From Journeys to 
Ingathering                           
  Reverend Lucas Hergert  

12:00 p.m.  Potluck (A-E)                              

21                                     

8:00 pm   YAG 

 

22 
 
   

12:00 p.m.  Shawl 
Ministry  

7:30 p.m.  Menôs Group      

 

23 

 

24                                  

10:00 a.m. Job  
  Support Group 

 

25 

 

26 

10:00 a.m.  Meditation 
Workshop 

27 

10:00 a.m. OWL  

10:30 a.m. Sunday Service                  
   

28 

8:00 pm   YAG 

 

29 

 

30 1 

10:00 a.m. Job  
  Support Group 

2 

 

3 

 



Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore 
1893 N. Vasco Road 
Livermore, CA 94551-9793 
925.447.8747 www.uucil.net 

 

The Unitarian Universalist Church  

in Livermore is a caring, diverse 

community of open-minded people. 

We provide a supportive non-creedal 

environment for spiritual and 

intellectual growth. 

We encourage living respectfully and 

fostering the religious aspect of life 

through serving the larger community. 

We are a  
Welcoming Congregation 

 

\The Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore is located at 1893 North Vasco Road in Livermore, California.  
Founded as a Fellowship in 1957, we are proud to have been a voice for liberal religion in the TriValley for the over 50 years.  
To learn more about our congregation please join us for Sunday Service at 10:30 am and visit our website at: www.uucil.net 

 

 
 

     

              

 

        

                                  

 

 

Labor of Love 
 

Sunday, September 6th  
8:00 a.m. ð 12:00 p.m. 

 
WHAT DO YOU ENJOY?  TAKE YOUR PICK:  

Picking weeds,  dead-heading flowers, laying weed 

block and borders, spreading wood chips, planting 

trees and flowers, pruning bushes, shampooing 

carpets, waxing floors, hauling, making and 

distributing lemonade.  See you there!!!  

 
 
 

 


