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Whatõs Happening at UUCiL 
Mondays in November 
   Young Adult Group 
Thursdays in November 
  Job Support Group (not 11/26) 
November 1: 
  Book Group 
November 3: 
  Sunday Services Committee 
November 4: 
  Caring and Concerns Committee 
  Minds on Fire  
November 5: 
  Membership Committee 
  Evil:  A Class with Rev. Hergert 
November 8: 
  Program Council 
  Parent Chalice Circle 
November 10: 
  Menõs Group 
November 12: 
  Board Meeting 
November 13: 
  Menõs Group 
November 14:   
  Meditation Workshop 
  OWL Class 
  Middle School Sleepover 
November 18: 
  Shawl Ministry 
November 19: 
   Finance Meeting 
  Evil:  A Class with Rev. Hergert 
November 21: 
   Meditation Workshop 
November 22: 
  Potluck (L-O) 
  Fundamentalisms Discussion 
November 24: 
  Shawl Ministry 
 

   

 

November 1       Remembering Our 
Beloved Dead 
Rev. Lucas Hergert 

UUCiL Choir 
Wendy Mason - Accompanist 

This service will celebrate the people 
who have touched our lives, and are 
with us no longer. Whether we are 
inspired to live better lives because of 
or in spite of their stories, we take 
pause to recall our memories. We will 
particularly celebrate the lives of those 
who have died this past year. 
 
November 8       Black Sheep, Good 

Girls and Other Relatives 
Rev. Laura Horton-Ludwig 

Pat Mielke - Accompanist 

An exploration of the intimate family 
dynamics of typecasting and 
scapegoating. How can we free 
ourselves and our families from rigid 
roles and make room for positive 
change? And what does this have to 
do with religious life, anyway? The 
Rev. Laura Horton-Ludwig, minister 
of the First Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Stockton, will be 
preaching. 
 

November 15          The Politics of  
Memory    

Rev. Lucas Hergert 
UUCiL Choir 

Wendy Mason - Accompanist 

Most people donõt think of memory 
as a political act. But it is. The way 
we tell our stories has the potential 
to harm and to heal our world. The 
Rev. Lucas Hergert will focus on the 
ways we can retell our stories as acts 
of hope and resistance. 
 
November 22 Grace and Gratitude 

Rev. Lucas Hergert 
Pat Mielke - Accompanist 

Throughout our lives, we are given 
gifts that we never asked for. 
Family, friends, partners, children, 
employment, nourishment, shelter. 
How do we respond to these gifts? 
The Rev. Lucas Hergert will talk 
about the spirituality of expressing 
our gratitude. 
 
November 29   Believing and Not 

Believing  
Rev. Lucas Hergert 

Pat Mielke - Accompanist 
òAre you a believer, or arenõt you?ó 
This question, printed on bumper 
stickers and pamphlets, has become 
an excuse to include or exclude in 
our society. How can we reach 
deeper into faith without resorting 
to belief? The Rev. Lucas Hergert 
will talk about the ways belief may 
or may not be spiritually helpful. 
basis?  

 
 
 
 
 

READ REV. LUCAS' 
SERMONS ONLINE: 

http://lkhergert.googlepages.com/ 

 

http://lkhergert.googlepages.com/


Page 2  November 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministerõs Corner: 
A Covenantal Faith  
Church has a way of bringing out the best in 
people. I remember talking with Joe, a longtime 
member of the congregation I grew up inñSt. 
Johnõs Unitarian Universalist Church. He 
commented that at his work some serious 
backbiting was going on. He also talked about 
some religious intolerance that was surfacing 
there. His work environment had become toxic. 
òYou know,ó Joe told me, òour church really is 
unlike the rest of the world, in the best possible 
way. At my job, people do not respect each 
otherõs dignity or their diversity. This church is 
just so different from the rest of the world.ó 
 
I left St. Johnõs believing that Unitarian 
Universalist congregations are different. The way 
we relate to one another reflects our values. We 
welcome and embrace people who have different 
ideological beliefs, religious practices, and ways 
of seeing things and being in the world. Instead 
of assenting together to a common creed, we 
have decided to walk together in the spirit of 
love.  
 
I wish my column could stop here. But it would 
neither be long enough for the newsletter nor 
would it be entirely honest. Once I started 
having conversations with other ministers, I got 
a jolt that I had not expected. Some churches 
were far from walking together in love. In fact, a 
few of them sounded like they were worse off 
than Joeõs work environment. Some members, it 
seemed, had made a sport of seeing how badly 
behaved and hurtful they could be.  
 
I heard stories of members who did all sorts of 
things that spread toxicity in their congregation. 
Backbiting, gossiping, blowing up, leaving mean 
spirited anonymous notes, making threats when 
they did not get their way. The details are not 
importantñthe idea is that the fragile covenant 
that holds the community together was broken. 
 

 

So it turns out that Unitarian Universalist 
churches are not magical places where all of our 
interpersonal issues melt away. That being said, it 
is my hope that our communities can strive to be 
better than the world that surrounds them. I 
hope that they can be havens from so many 
other places that degrade peopleõs dignity. My 
wish is that they can model a different way of 
being with one another. 
 
We have a 500-year history of rejecting creeds, 
and choosing another way of being religious. 
Most historians refer to us as a òcovenantaló 
rather than a òcreedaló faith. We are less 
interested in whether everyone believes the same 
thing, and more interested in living respectfully 
as we engage the religious journey together. One 
of our theologians put it this way: òWe need not 
think alike, to love alike.ó 
 
But loving alike is not easier than thinking alike. 
It is at least as hard. Each personõs task, I think, 
is to uphold that covenant. And when it is 
broken, to begin again in love.  
 
Yours in hope and faith,  
Rev. Lucas Hergert 
 

Fundamentalisms Discussion  
Join Rev. Lucas for a discussion on the 

varieties of religious fundamentalism, 

Sunday, Nov. 22, after the service. All 

are invited!  

http://lkhergert.googlepages.com/blackch.jpeg/blackch-full;init:.jpeg
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Ronõs Report 
One very interesting fallout from a new 
beginning such as the one we at UUCiL are 
experiencing is the opportunity or challenge of 
examining the tenets of our church ð what we 
stand for, why we are here, what we hope to 
accomplish in our community and our world, 
how we relate to each other, how we make 
governance and policy decisionsé. The list can 
go on for more space than is available here.   
 
The Board is beginning to address at least one of 
these issues.  For us, it is an examination of how 
people and committees and Boards make 
decisions that affect the life of the church, to all 
degrees.  Who reports to whom?  Who has 
authority (and/or autonomy) to make decisions 
like spending or programming or starting new 
activities?  Even when we think we know the 
òwhat isó part, we have to ask, òIs that how it 
ought to be?  Is that the best way to get things 
done?  How do we define ôbestõ in the context of 
UUCiL?ó 
 
Sometimes when I think about this, Iõm excited 
to participate in a fresh look at church 
governance here.  Sometimes, though, I think, 
òDidnõt we go through all this Organizational 
Development <hoopla> in the 70õs?  Didnõt we 
solve all this?ó  I certainly donõt know where 
weõll end up, but it will not be with ôan 
unexamined life.õ 
 
Another idea Iõve been thinking about is the 
current UUCiL Mission Statement, adopted by 
our members in 2001: 

The Unitarian Universalist Church in 
Livermore is a caring, diverse community 
of open-minded people. We provide a 
supportive non-creedal environment for 
spiritual and intellectual growth. We 
encourage living respectfully and fostering 
the religious aspect of life through serving 
the larger community. 

Is this statement still relevant to UUCiL today?  
How important is a Mission Statement, anyway, 
in the life of a church?  Does this one adequately 
say what we stand for, why we are here, and/or 
what we hope to accomplish in our community 
and our world?  I would really like to hear your 
thoughts.  Email me at ron@dueltgen.net or call 
me at 925-449-0528 to set me straight. 
 
In peace and fellowship ð 
Ron 
 
Fifth Sunday Collection in November     
November 29th is the fifth Sunday of the month.  
The Board has chosen the Unitarian Universalist 
Legislative Ministry (UULM) to be the recipient 
of all non-pledge money collected that Sunday.  
To quote from the UULM website 
(www.uulmca.org): òUULM California is a 
statewide justice ministry that serves to empower 
the moral voice of Unitarian Universalist values 
in the public arena.ó  The Ministry seeks to 
develop the skills of civic engagement so that we 
may educate, organize, and advocate for public 
policies that uphold and affirm Unitarian 
Universalist values. 
 
This year, UULM has provided materials and 
workshop organizers to UUCiL in support of the 
Health Care Reform initiative work led by our 
Social Justice Team.  The Ministry also is 
focusing its efforts on Marriage Equality and 
Global Climate Change and Water Justice in 
California.   
 
UULM is funded by contributions from 
individuals, congregations and UUA 
organizations such as the Pacific Central District 
and is a 501(c)3 organization.  Our contributions 
on November 29 will support this important 
work locally and throughout California.  For 
additional information about connections 
between UULM and UUCiL, see the article 
elsewhere in this Newsletter from our Social 
Justice Team. 
 
. 

mailto:ron@dueltgen.net
http://www.uulmca.org/
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Religious Education News  
Is it just meé? 
..or is everyone tired now?  I have been home for three days with my three-year-old daughter ð she has a bad cold.  I 
know I am feeling extra anxious about observing her every cough and shift in body temperature as the flu season has 
begun (now with the nasty H1N1 virus to worry about).  Itõs hard to focus on òdoingó much of anything ð it is much 
easier to cuddle up with her and watch cartoons or launch into an art project.  On these kind of days itõs really more 
about òbeingó together than what we do together. 

 
Sometimes I worry that our church community ð and especially the Religious Education community ð is seen as a series 
of tasks or jobs: things to do, get done and cross off our lists rather than as time to just be together.  It has been a tough 
recruiting season this fall for recruiting teachers, snack providers and activity planners ð I suspect a lot of you just want to 
òbeó not òdoó on Sunday mornings! 

 
What would it take for our program to feel less like a task and more like the opportunity to spend quality time with one 
another?  I donõt have any one answer to this question ð and I would love to hear your responses.  I hope you and your 
families are weathering the colds and flu well and when you are well enough to join us, I hope to see you at church! 

 
Reverend Nada Velimirovicõ 
Director of Religious Education ð Office Hours: Wednesdays 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM  
nadavel@yahoo.com  ð  510-459-4614 Cell 

 
Class Updates: 
NOTE: We are re-configuring our youngest elementary class options due to attendance & teacher numbers.  Our Nursery program in 
the Starr King building will now include two levels of care:  1) Infants and toddlers, and 2) An actual program for three-to 
five-year-olds (a joint pre-K & Kindergarten class).  The leaders for this class will be Kim Rowe, Nora Taranowski, Bob 
Breckenridge & Claire Nelson. 

 
Grades 1-3:  First graders will join the òMoral Talesó curriculum where kids are encouraged to write down their good 
deeds on a weekly basis & they get to consider what it takes to make up a moral compass.  Arlen Rowe will join leaders 
Leslie Lemieux & Mark Miller. 
Grades 4-6:  This group is creating their own òToolbox of Faithó and has explored the metaphorical & practical uses of a 
ruler, magnifying glass & a compass.  Margaret Cooke has joined leaders Barton Lane & Cyndy Salmon. 
Grades 7-9:  See Leslie Lemieuxõs update for specifics as this group takes a break from the Sunday morning OWL 
sessions for November. 
High School Group:  Exploring different understandings of òFamiliesó has been the focus of recent weeks.  Plans are 
afoot for at least 12 members of this group to travel to New Orleans for a social service project this April.  Leaders 
include James Ong, Jody Harcourt, Jean Moran, Eric Serdahl & Laura Pedersen. 

 

 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

OWL Schedule for November and December  
Thereõs only one òdouble sessionó class planned for our 7th, 8th and 9th grade OWL group this month.  It will be held on 
Saturday, November 14th.  After Brent & Melissa cover the 2 sessions, the group will be having a sleepover.  All 7th-9th 
graders are welcome to attend the sleepover, even if youõre not currently joining the group for the òOur Whole Livesó 
classes.  The sleepover will start at 8:30.  
 
For the month of November, our 9th grade students will, of course, join in with the High School group.  The 7th & 8th 
graders will have some special outings planned.  November 1st is Starbuckõs Day where they will make a plan for an outing 
on 11/8.  On the 15th, we suspect theyõll just want to finish the sleepover by lounging in their pjõs and hanging out 
together enjoying breakfast.  November 29th is Choice Day, so the 7th and 8th graders will join the rest of the religious 
education classes. 
 
For December, the òOur Whole Livesó curriculum resumes 12/6 with a guest panel and 12/13 with class as well.  There 
will be no OWL classes the last 2 Sundays in December due to the holidays. 

  
 

mailto:nadavel@yahoo.com


Page 5  November 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Chalice Circle     
 
Nov. 8th, 5-6:30 PM,  
Tot Green Room 
 
Join us for an evening of great conversation 
with other UUCiL parents! Rev. Lucas 
Hergert will help to facilitate our discussion, 
and children will do a fun activity with a 
childcare provider. We eat dinner from 5-
5:30, after which the parents will have a 
discussion and the children will do their 
activity. A main dish will be servedñplease 
bring a beverage, appetizer, or dessert.  
 

 

Family Craft Night:   
 
Friday, December 4th  
starting at 6:30 p.m. 
 
With the Thanksgiving holiday so late in 
November this year, we will skip Family 
Game night in November and have a family 
craft night the First Friday of December.  
Join us for some munchies and weõll have a 
few crafts you can make as gifts. This event is 
especially suited for families with children, 
but all are welcomeñyou just have to like 
cutting and gluing and the UUCIL 
community!  I would love to hear your craft 
suggestions, but have a couple in mind 
already.   
 
Please RSVP by Tuesday, December 1st so we 
can plan to have enough supplies and food on 
hand.  Contact Leslie Lemieux at 
jlmm@pacbell.net or 606-5863 with any ideas 
and any questions, and to RSVP!  Itõll be fun 
and the mess wonõt be at your house!!!  
 
Look for a Family Fun with Legos night in 
January!  
 

 

CHILDCARE TRAINING 

for 12-18 year olds  
Saturday, November 7  
from 9:00-11:00 a.m.  
Leader: Leslie Lemieux 
 
Come learn how to interact with children 
including: babies; diapers; wipes; bottles & 
food; toddlersõ dirty hands; messy play & food; 
making it fun, but keeping it safe!; what to do 
when accidents happen; and,  how to start your 
own Care-Giving Business outside of church. 
Please sign up with Leslie by Wed. Nov. 4: 
jlmm@pacbell.net or 925-606-5863. 

 

Family Snow Trip     
I am planning to rent a ski cabin at Tahoe 
Donner for February 12-15 (Presidentõs Day 
weekend.)  Tahoe Donner is about a three 
hour drive from Livermore.  It has downhill 
and cross country skiing and lots of 
opportunity for playing in the snow.  It will 
cost around $400 for the three nights with 
each family having a bedroom.  We share 
making dinners and have a lot of fun together 
in the cabin.  Several families have already 
asked for rooms, so if you would like to join 
us, please respond to Alyce Rossow ASAP at 
rossow@ieee.org or 925-447-8881.     
 
 
 

 

Camcorder Needed   
One of the cameras UUCiL uses for recording 
our services failed, & the replacement weõre 
using has very poor picture quality.  If you have 
a camcorder (or video camera) that youõre 
willing to lend or donate, please contact Terry at 
925-447-8881 or rossow@ieee.org.  Any format 
(VHS, VHS-C, etc.) will work. 

mailto:jlmm@pacbell.net
mailto:jlmm@pacbell.net
mailto:rossow@ieee.org
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Saturday,  
November 1 st   

 

Daylight Savigs Time ends at 2:00 a.m. 
November 1st.  Remember to set your clocks 
back an hour before bed and enjoy the extra 
hour of sleep before you come to church! 
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UUCiL has always been supportive of social 
justice work and many of our members have 
made and continue to make significant 
contributions to organizations seeking to 
address needs in our community. 
 
As we look to the future, we have an 
opportunity to explore what it would mean to 
strengthen our churchõs outward focus 
through shared activity.  Lois Dueltgen is 
leading an effort to form a team of people 
who will provide leadership in three important 
areas - financial support to organizations 
working to provide needed services, direct 
hands-on action in areas of identified need, 
and legislative advocacy based on our 
Unitarian Universalist values.  Anyone 
interested in working in any of these areas is 
invited to contact Lois (lois@dueltgen.net) and 
join the team.   
 
Already this year, we have begun to work with 
the Unitarian Universalist Legislative 
Ministry of California (UULM) as individuals 
in our congregation have made their voices 
heard through advocacy for health care 
reform.  Resources from UULMõs program, 
UU Voices for Health Care, helped us learn 
about the issues and reflect on how our UU 
values guide our actions.  The other two 
current UULM priorities are Marriage Equality 
and Climate/Water Justice. UUõs in California 
can become members of UULM as individual 
supporters or as members of congregations 
who have entered into a Covenant of 
Collaboration. To learn more about UULM 
visit their website at uulmca.org.  

UUCiL: 

Working 

Toward                

Social 

Justice  

 

November 

Update  

November and December will bring 
opportunities to contribute your support for 
Tri-Valley Haven.  Over the last 30 years, 
members of UUCiL have been instrumental 
in the establishment and ongoing success of 
this organization.  Melissa Hodous is 
currently President of the Board of Directors.  
The Haven has always served victims of 
domestic violence and more recently has 
added homeless services.  See a separate 
article in this newsletter to learn how you can 
support their work now. 
 
Our ongoing support of Open Heart 
Kitchen here in the Tri-Valley continues as 
we cook and serve a meal on December 29 
between 2:00 and 6:00.  New people are 
always welcome to work in support of this 
important service.  If you are interested in 
helping, contact Jane Staehle. 
 
Early in 2010, Lois Dueltgen and Rev. Lucas 
Hergert will be conducting small group 
conversations about social justice priorities in 
our congregation.  Please watch for more 
information in upcoming newsletter articles 
and plan to participate. 
 

An individual has not started living until 

he can rise above the narrow confines of 

his individualistic  concerns to the 

broader concerns of all humanity.          
   Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

mailto:lois@dueltgen.net
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Church Finances in Fiscal Year 2010 
Treasurerõs Report:  1st Quarter FY10 

 

Hard as it may be to believe, the church year is one quarter over!  Now is a great time for us to look at the financial 

health of UUCiL for this fiscal year. 

 

In constructing the FY10 Operating Budget, the Board of Trustees and the congregation were fully aware that we 

would face financial challenges this year.  The economic downturn had been hard on some members of our 

congregation.  Others werenôt as confident of their financial futures as in previous years.  Consequently the income side 

of our budget changed very little from FY09.  In addition, our newly hired full-time minister would require more 

substantial employee benefits than our interim ministers had.  To offset our increased costs, we trimmed our expenses 

where we could ï generally reducing committee budgets from prior years, limiting raises to cost of living increases for 

our staff, and leaving room in the budget for unforeseen hardships.  To be sure, this is a year for prudent stewardship of 

the churchôs funds. 

 

Now, one quarter of the way into the fiscal year, how are we doing? Well, that depends upon how you look at it.  To 

date, we have received approximately 25% of the budgeted income for FY10 ï right on track.  Our donated income was 

a big ahead of that at 28%, while our earned revenues fell behind at less than 10% of the amount budgeted for the year.  

Our expenses to date total about 24.4% of our annual budget.  So, in terms of cash flow, our church finances are okay 

for now.  Compared to FY09, however, our finances are less encouraging.  In FY09, our safety margin was greater ï 

first quarter income was higher and expenses were lower:  39% of the budgeted income was received compared with 

19.5% of anticipated FY09 expenses in the first quarter.  This year weôve received less income, spent more of our funds 

& have less of a financial cushion than we did last year at this time. 

 

How are our membersô pledges faring?  Again, the answer is not entirely clear.  Some members elected to pay their 

pledge in full at the onset of FY10.  These early payments account for nearly 20% of all pledged income.  Among the 

remaining donors, most arenôt quite up-to-date in their contributions:  nearly 60% of our pledges have more than 25 % 

of their FY10 pledge outstanding for the quarter.  Since most pledges arenôt paid on a monthly schedule, this isnôt a 

cause for concern as yet.  But it does tend to worry your treasurer just a bit. 

 

We have also had unanticipated changes to the budget.  Our income has increased nearly $5,000, thanks to pledges 

from new donors and lower than expected costs for Rev. Hergertôs health insurance.  (Thanks, Elona!)  This income 

increase has been more than offset, however, by other factors.  Some members have needed to reduce their FY10 

pledge.  Luckily, these members have come forward and shared their changed circumstances with us, so that we may 

make the necessary changes in the churchôs finances.  Also, our rental income is much less than we expected this year.  

In this economy, Little Rascalsô enrollment has dropped significantly; hence, their income is way down.  As a result, 

their rent was waived for August and reduced by 25% for the first half of FY10, with a net loss of nearly $2,000 for us 

this year.  Furthermore, unbeknownst to us at budget time, in order to provide our contractually obligated retirement 

benefits to Rev. Hergert, we must also offer them to Rev. Velimirovic.  Lastly, we have insufficient volunteer labor to 

care for our grounds properly, so we have hired a service to maintain them.  All in all, the net effect of these unexpected 

changes on our cash flow is a budget shortfall of nearly $2,200. 

 

So where does this leave us?  Financially, this church is weathering the economic downturn far better than many other 

UUs.  Our finances are tight but solvent, and our budget balances to within 1%.  But to balance the budget for the 

whole year, the church may want to create opportunities to increase our income.  The only fundraisers in this budget are 

the annual Service Auction and the Spring Yard Sale.  With a little imagination and a few volunteers, we could easily 

improve our position or offset any new unforeseen hits to the FY10 Budget. 

 

With the generous support of the churchôs members and friends, we are doing well in a challenging and exciting new 

year!  Thank you for your support. 

 

Julie OôBrien, Treasurer 
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Service Auction 2010   
 

Major UUCiL FUNdraiser 

Saturday, January 30th 

 

 

NEED IDEAS FOR THE 
AUCTION? 
Bake a Viennese concoction. 
 

Teach mah-jongg to a beginner. 
Serve a sumptuous ethnic dinner.  
 

Hang a door. Mop a floor. 
Show us tide pools at the shore. 
 

Host a lively game of Clue. 
Plan an outing to the zoo. 
 

Make an Easter brunch for six. 
Teach our children magic tricks. 
 

Show me how to throw a curve. 
Fix my backhand, lob, and serve. 
 

Help me make my own sarong. 
Offer lessons on your gong. 
 

Lead a hike. Fix a bike. 
Baby-sit my precious tyke. 
 

Write a poem in my honor. 
Exercise my Weimaraner. 
 

Teach a class on òKantõs Theodicy, 
Hegelõs Claims, and Homerõs Odyssey.ó 
 

The point? All your creative offers 
Help us fill the church's coffers. 
 
So bring your checkbook, dress up purty, 
And bid high January 30! 
 

(with thanks to Jane Staehle) 
 

 

UUFO Outing  
Friday, November 6 
Marion will have your tickets at UUCiL 
on Sunday,  Nov. 1. 
 
  

A Worthy Cause                          
Tri-Valley Haven helps survivors of domestic and 
sexual violence, low income and homeless families 
celebrate the holidays by providing them with gifts 
and food.  Our annual holiday program fosters 
independence and empowerment- families choose 
their own gifts, cook their own food, and develop 
their own holiday traditions. Haven programs 
assisted over 1,400 families with Holiday Food 
Assistance and over 1,000 families with Holiday 
Gifts in November and December 2008 and we 
anticipate the demand for these programs to grow 
in 2009! 
 
During the month of November you will find a 
large decorated box in the sanctuary marked 
TVH.  We encourage our congregation to think of 
the Haven when shopping.  Our goal is to collect 
grocery store gift cards (Safeway, Trader Joes, 
Grocery Outlet, etc.) which help the pantry 
manage space and special needs for diabetes 
patients, infants, and religious food requirements.  
We are also collecting new, unwrapped gifts- 
please keep in mind that teen and adult gifts 
including gift cards to stores like Target, Kohl's 
and Payless Shoes are needed most.  A Holiday 
Wish List is available on the counter at the back of 
the sanctuary 
 
UUCiL has a long history with Tri-Valley Haven 
and we are excited to participate in this annual 
event!  If you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact Melissa Hodous at 
p.hodous@comcast.net. 
 

 

 

 

Calling All Pledges! For those who have 

yet to make a pledge payment this calendar 
year, you are invited to do so now! Shorten 
your end-of-the-year to do list. You can place 
your payment in the plate on Sunday or send it 
directly to UUCiL, 1893 N. Vasco Rd, 
Livermore CA 94550. Thank you! 
 

mailto:p.hodous@comcast.net
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Choir Notes 
 
By Susan Harvey 
 

Eight members of the UUCiL choir, director 
Dee Wood, and accompanist Wendy Mason 
hit the road on October 24 to attend a 
workshop at the UU church in Stockton. 
Reverend Hergert was there to see the 
workshop and colleagues. The morning 
session was devoted to choral techniques with 
Ginger Covert Colla, D.M.A. from Modesto.  
We learned the importance of posture, 
breathing and support, principles of artistic 
diction, clear consonants, and warm-up 
exercises, among other topics. 
 
The afternoon session was conducted by four 
choir directors from Modesto, Livermore,  
Sonora, and Stockton.  Each director had a 
song for the choir to work on; the songs will 
appear in future choir offerings. 
 
The sessions were very comprehensive.  
Comments from some of the UUCiL choir 
members: "Fantastic!" (Karen Crosley); 
"Beautiful music!" (Alice Bennert); "Fun to try 
different styles and directors." (Judy 
McMurry); "Great to meet new people and see 
old friends." (Charlie Bennett.) 
 
If you have even the slightest inkling that you 
like to sing, please join us!  November 
rehearsal dates: Oct. 31 (9:30 a.m. rehearsal); 
Nov. 1 (9:30 a.m. - rehearsal + service); Nov. 
22 (9:30 a.m.- rehearsal + service).  The 
holidays are approaching, with some great 
music, so come join us! 
 

 
 

Shopping for UUCiL  
 

Buying Groceries, Goods at Macys, etc., helps 
UUCiL.  Did you see the big sign at Nob Hill 
listing donations the store gave to three churches?  
The Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore 
was up there, in big letters, as receiving $2,391.73. 

Thank you to all the friends, relatives and members 
who've signed up for the program that lets UUCiL 
receive 1 - 4% of your grocery purchases.  Lucky, 
Safeway, Macys, and many other stores have 
similar programs. If you're not yet signed up, look 
for the information table that has cards and more 
information about the program after church 
services in November. 

A line item in the budget anticipates $1,000 in 
income from e-scrip this year. We need everyone's 
help to reach this goal. 

 

NCUUCC Spring Thing at Asilomar      
 
April 23rd ð 25th, 2010 
 
Come to a weekend in the beautiful seaside 
setting of the Asilomar Conference Grounds  on 
the tip of the Monterey Peninsula.  It is a 
relatively unstructured gathering of about 40 UUs 
and friends.  The days are free for your own 
activities, exploring the Monterey area, with 
conversation and games in a friendly atmosphere 
in the evenings.  Cost is $230 per person, double 
occupancy in historic Scripps Hall, for 3 days / 2 
nights, 6 meals, maid service, and use of all 
Asilomar amenities, including jitney service.  
Children 3-17 years are $160 and children under 3 
years are free. 
 
Registration deadline is January 17, 2010.  For a 
registration form, contact the Registrars, Kathi 
and Murray Bullis, by telephone at (925) 829-
4419, by mail at 9033 Craydon Circle, San 
Ramon, CA  94583 or by e-mail at 
mbkb2@comcast.net. 
 

To stop the flow of music would be like 

the stopping of time itself, incredible 

and inconceivable.      

   -Aaron Copland 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/shoemaker4/Application%20Data/Qualcomm/Eudora/attach/%3f%3f
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/to_stop_the_flow_of_music_would_be_like_the/222736.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/to_stop_the_flow_of_music_would_be_like_the/222736.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/to_stop_the_flow_of_music_would_be_like_the/222736.html
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 YAG (Young Adult Group) Mondays 8:00 p.m.                                 
This is a weekly gathering of folks age 18-35.  
Hang out with us as we continue to alternate 
Popcorn Theology nights with mellower game & 
conversation nights. We  take turns hosting YAG 
at our homes, so contact Wendy Mason at 
wendyjanemason@gmail.com to be added to our 
mailing list to learn specific location details.   

Job Discovery Group Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. 
Bring your resume (& maybe a few extra copies to 
pass around), ideas, roadblocks & any resources 
youõd like to share in a supportive & proactive 
atmosphere. 
 
Contact Maureen Hamm or Brent Parry at 
mhamm33@earthlink.net or brentparry@aol.com 
for more info. 

Meditation Workshop-November 14&21 @ 10  
Linda Bissum is leading the  
meditation workshop.  She  
has been meditating for the  
last thirty years, and will  
be sharing various meditation  
methods as well as her experiences and what she 
has learned from her mistakes. 
 
 The class is open to everybody.  No prior 
experience with meditation is required. The focus 
will be on the practical aspects of meditation. 
 
You can get more information from Linda at 
linda@bissum.com or at 925-858-8904. 

 

Book Group                      November 1 at Noon 
Book Group will meet Sunday, November 1, at 
noon in the High School room, behind Tot Green. 
Hildy has some books to share, and Alyce has 
been reading some good ones, too. 
Bring a lunch snack and your ideas for joint 
reading.  Let's have some "all read" book 
suggestions. 
Hildy Pehrson and Alyce Rossow 
 
Minds on Fire              November 4 at 7:00 p.m. 
Please join us for Minds on Fire at the home of  
Helen Meier.  Minds on Fire meets on the first 
Wednesday of  each month to discuss a variety of  
subjects ranging from spiritual matters to topical 
concerns.  We are an open group and we welcome 
newcomers.   For more information, call or email 
Shelley Covey (shelcovey@comcast.net). 

Menõs Group     November 10 & 24 at 7:30 p.m.  

The Menõs Group meets twice a month for 
fellowship and discussion in the Church Office, on 
the second and fourth Tuesday of  the month. If  
you would like to join us, please contact Craig 
Fish: craigbfish@comcast.net. 

 

Shawl Ministry          November 18 at 7:00 p.m.                         
                                          November 24 at Noon                                     
Do you knit? Crochet? Do you want to learn? 
Come join us! In this group, we work on knitting 
or crocheting projects for those in need of  an 
extra dose of  kindness. You can work on a shawl 
or on a project you have already started. We meet 
in the Tot Green building. Call Kim Rowe at 606-
9531 if  you have questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Helpers for potluck on November 22nd are people whose last names begin with L - O (on December 
20, 2009 it will be names starting with P - T).  But anybody who wants to do their good turn for the 
day, should feel free to help.   
  
If you would be interested in helping set up and put away tables & chairs, please call Kathi or Murray 
Bullis at 925-829-4419.  
 
 

 

 

mailto:wendyjanemason@gmail.com
mailto:mhamm33@earthlink.net
mailto:brentparry@aol.com
mailto:linda@bissum.com
mailto:shelcovey@comcast.net
mailto:craigbfish@comcast.net
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NNoovveemmbbeerr  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 

10:30 a.m. Remembering Our   
 Beloved Dead                  
 Reverend Lucas Hergert 

12:00 pm  Book Group 

2 

8:00 pm   YAG* 

 

3 

6:30 p.m.  Sunday 
Services Committee 

 

4 

7:00 p.m. Caring and 
Concerns Committee 

7:00 p.m. Minds on 
Fire* 

5 

10:00 a.m. Job  
  Support Group 

1:00 p.m. Membership  
  Committee 

7:30 p.m.  Evil: A Class  
  with Rev. Hergert 

6 

 

7                                 
 

8                                                                 
9:00 a.m.  Program Council  
10:30 a.m. Black Sheep, Good  
  Girls and Other Relatives          

  Reverend Laura Horton-Ludwig 
5:00 p.m.  Parent Chalice Circle  
 

9 

 8:00 pm   YAG* 

10                                     

7:30 p.m.  Menôs Group 
 

11 

 
 

12 

10:00 a.m. Job 
Support Group 

6:30 p.m.  Board 
Meeting 

13 

 

14 

10:00 a.m.  Meditation 
Workshop 

5:15 p.m.  7
th

 ï 9
th
 OWL 

class 

8:30 p.m.  7
th

 ï 9
th
 

Sleepover   

15 
10:30 a.m.    The Politics of  
  Memory  
   Reverend Lucas Hergert 
 

16                                                                                

8:00 pm   YAG* 

17 

 
 

 

18 

7:00 p.m.  Shawl 
Ministry 

19 
10:00 a.m. Job  
  Support Group  
12:15 p.m.  Finance 
Meeting 
7:30 p.m.  Evil: A Class  
  with Rev. Hergert 

20 

 

21 
10:00 a.m.  Meditation 
Workshop 

22                                                                                                   
10:30 a.m. Grace and Gratitude                           
  Reverend Lucas Hergert  
12:00 p.m.  Potluck (L-O)     
12:00 p.m.  Fundamentalisms 
  Discussion  
 

23                                     

8:00 pm   YAG* 

 

24 
 
12:00 p.m.  Shawl 
Ministry  

7:30 p.m.  Menôs Group 

25 

 

26                                  

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 
10:30 a.m. Believing and Not 
Believing 

  Reverend Lucas Hergert 
  

30 

8:00 pm   YAG* 

 

1 

 

2 3 

10:00 a.m. Job  
  Support Group 

 

4 

6:30 p.m.  Family Craft 
Night 

5 

 

*Not held at UUCiL. Please check with organizer for location. 



Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore 
1893 N. Vasco Road 
Livermore, CA 94551-9793 
925.447.8747 www.uucil.net 

 

The Unitarian Universalist Church 

in Livermore is a caring, diverse 

community of open-minded people. 

We provide a supportive non-creedal 

environment for spiritual and 

intellectual growth. 

We encourage living respectfully and 

fostering the religious aspect of life 

through serving the larger community. 

We are a  
Welcoming Congregation 

 

\The Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore is located at 1893 North Vasco Road in Livermore, California.  
Founded as a Fellowship in 1957, we are proud to have been a voice for liberal religion in the TriValley for the over 50 years.  
To learn more about our congregation please join us for Sunday Service at 10:30 am and visit our website at: www.uucil.net 

 

 
         

        

 

 

 

 

                              

November is Hunger 
and Homelessness 
Awareness Month: 

Join UUCiLõs Social 
Justice Team and 

TriValley Haven to 
Make a Difference! 

Details Inside 
 


