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What’s Happening at
UUCiL?

Sundays in September
Young Singers Rehearsal

Mondays in September
Young Adult Group

September 2:
Sunday Service Committee

September 3:
Minds on Fire

September 5:
Middle School Group Sleepover

September 6:
Adult Choir Rehearsal
RE Committee

September 7:
High School Baseball Outing
Building & Ground Meeting

OWL Classes
September 9:
Caring and Concerns Committee
UUCiL Board Meeting

September 11 & 25:
Men’s Group

September 14:
Program Council

September 17 & 23:
Shawl Ministry

September 18:
Finance Committee Meeting

September 21:
OWL Classes

September 28:
OWL Classes

September 7 Deep Water
Reverend Alicia McNary Forsey

UUCiL Choir
Water both attracts and frightens
us. This morning we will consider
a statement made by Italian author
Paolo Consigli: To look at water does
not mean to observe its surface, but to
penetrate its transparency and to explore
its nature -- our nature.

September 14 Change
Reverend Alicia McNary Forsey

Change, positive or negative, can
produce stress. The person we
think we are at any given time
carries the knowledge that change
is unavoidable, so why do we
resist it as though we are always
in control?

September 28 Hospitality
Reverend Alicia McNary Forsey

Hospitality is a form of
exchange. It is not a matter of
one giving to another. It is not a
friendly invitation to come to
church so that the visitor can reap
the benefits of what we have to
offer. If hospitality is present in
the truest sense of the word, all
are the guests and all are the
hosts.

September 21 This Is Your
Church

Linda Bissum, Service
Leader

UUCiL
Choir
Creating a working church takes
effort. Much of that effort takes place
in the church's many committees. This
Sunday is dedicated to this work.
After the service, there will be a
Committee Fair where anyone who
thinks they may like to participate in
this work will be able to talk with
committee members and sign up for
participation that spurs their interest.
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Ministerial Search Committee
Update: Last Call for Survey!

This year’s Congregational Survey will be
available online for YOUR response from
Saturday, August 30 at 10:00 a.m. through
Sunday, September 7 at 10:00 p.m.

Although some of questions are the same as
last year’s, the survey has been updated and
focused to provide a timely snapshot of who
we are, what’s important to us, and what we
want in a minister.

The letter you receive by U. S. mail around
August 22 provides your unique sign-on
number. If you have questions about using it,
or other questions about the survey, please
contact Keith Mielke at
kpmielke@comcast.net

For other questions about the ministerial
search, contact any committee member: Eric
Serdahl, Chair, or Chilli Barlow, Linda
Bissum, Joan Dickinson, Chuck Hartwig,
Keith Mielke, or Jane Staehle.

Greetings from Reverend Alicia

Yesterday was my first day as your Interim
Minister. I had not been to Livermore since
I was in seminary during the mid 1970s. The
church felt different from how I
remembered it. You have made changes,
and I have changed too. Yesterday I noticed
the beautiful rolling hills around Livermore.
I noticed streets with names like "bluebell"
and "forget-me-not," the lovely expanse of
land behind the church and the wonderful
walkway between the two buildings.

I went into the sanctuary and stood on the
dais. The room is full of integrity, is inviting
and comfortable. The aesthetics of the
room fit the description my brother assigns
to a space when he thinks everything is as it
ought to be: "Dialed-in."

Not many people were around. Some of you
were probably on your way to Lake Tahoe.
Staff is not only friendly and gracious, they’re
willing to admit they like their work! Elona
and I met over lunch. She took me to a
place downtown -- a very different
downtown than I had seen in the seventies,
and then she drove me around a few
neighborhoods. I will be commuting until
my apartment in Livermore is ready the first
week of September

Before I got in my car to drive back to
Berkeley, I told Elona that I know it is going
to be a good year.

I hope that those of you who went on the
camping trip feel refreshed & ready to begin
a new church year. It is going to be a good
year!

I am grateful for the time we will have to
walk together.
Rev. Alicia

Few people even scratch the surface,
much less exhaust the contemplation of
their own experience.

Randolph Bourne
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Buildings and Grounds Committee
Meeting, Sunday, September 7th

There will be a Buildings and Grounds meeting
on Sunday, 9/7, after Service, from 11:45 to
12:45. Topics for discussion will include
progress made recently regarding work parties
and contracts with professionals, as well as new
initiatives and upcoming projects and the
Autumn Work Party.

Thanks,
Bob

Pot Luck – September 21st

Members and friends with last names A-E have
potluck duty in September. Remember this
means setting up tables and chairs, putting food
out on serving tables, putting plates, bowls,
utensils and napkins out and restocking them as
needed, bringing dirty serving dishes to the
kitchen, gathering up and placing
garbage/recycling in appropriate containers,
putting away tables and chairs, and cleaning up
the kitchen. This is a lot of work if it falls on
just a few people. Therefore, even if it isn’t
your assigned month to volunteer but you have
time to do so, your helping hands are always
appreciated.

Kathi and Murray Bullis make coffee and tea on
potluck Sundays, and they are good resources
for information about how to do any of the
above tasks. While you are talking to them, tell
them thank you for all they do each month to
make the potluck a success.

Members and friends with last names F-K have
potluck duty on October 19. Mark your
calendars now and figure out which task suits
you best.

Upcoming Events at UUCiL

Sunday September 21- Committee Fair

Sunday, September 21, will be a day for you to
step forward and identify a new way to
contribute your time and talent to this beloved
community. Each committee is compiling a list
of ways in which you can make a difference in
the upcoming program year.

We each have unique talents and differing
amounts of time available. You may want to
share a well-developed skill or learn a new one.
You may have been serving in one capacity for
years and want to try something new.
Committees offer ongoing as well as one-time
opportunities. No matter what you choose to
do, you are sure to meet and get better
acquainted with some very special people who
share your commitment to UUCiL.

If you are unable to attend church on
September 21, you can contact Lois Dueltgen
at 925-449-0528. She will help identify the
right opportunity for you.

SALE, SALE, SALE!
We are selling all our “Fair Trade” coffee, tea
and chocolate for ½ price. Look for the sale
display in the kitchen or near the coffee stand
after Sunday services.
Thanks!

Beth Dowling
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Religious Education Highlights
The Fall 2009 semester will begin on September 14th. This semester’s curriculum will focus on UU
identity through the study of self-knowledge & interpersonal awareness & the roots of our UU heritage.

September 7 Water Service, this is an inter-
generational service so there will be no classes
except for Childcare & the High School outing.

Childcare: Don’t forget, we now have coffee
available in the Starr King building for parents
picking up their kids.

September 14 Start of fall classes.
Childcare: Let us know if your child has any
special needs.

K - 2: This fall’s curriculum will be “The Spirit
of Adventure.”

3rd, 4th, 5th: This fall’s curriculum will be “A
Growing Up Year.”

Middle School: Join us for this fall’s curriculum:
“A Questioning Year:” We will embark on 4
quests this year: An Inner Quest, A UU
Quest, A Mystery Quest and A Social Action
Quest. Class Leaders: Leslie Lemieux, Hank
OBrien & David Endacott.

High School: “Seeing Our World through UU
Values.”

Middle School Sleepover – Friday,
September 5th

As we get ready for another exciting year in RE
we want to celebrate with a good old-fashioned
sleepover. Come hang out with your friends for
games, food, fun and maybe even a little sleep!
Please RSVP to the Lemieuxs by e-mail at
jlmm@pacbell.net or phone 925-606-5863.

OWL Classes

Class Schedule:
There will be two classes held during these
times, one for K-2nd grade students and one for
4th – 6th grade students):

Sunday, 9/7 - 12:00 – 2:30 p.m.
Sunday, 9/14 – No class
Sunday, 9/21 & 28 – 12:00 – 1:30 p.m.
All Sundays in October – 12:00 – 1:30 p.m.

OWL will meet in the Founders’ Building & in
the Middle School Room (or possibly in the Tot
Green room if more space is needed.)

September 21
Childcare: Be sure to let the childcare provider
know if your child has any special needs.

Second lesson of Fall Semester

September 28
Childcare: We are always looking for volunteers to
help out in childcare. In addition to providing
direct childcare there are other responsibilities that
we need help with. Contact Rich Partida to find
out how you can help.

Third lesson of Fall Semester

Sunday September 7th- High School
Outing: Giants Game at Pac Bell
Stadium.

The new year for RE is starting & we’re
celebrating with a trip to Pac Bell Stadium to
watch the game from box seats. Transportation,
seats & lunch will be provided. Seating is limited,
so if you’re interested, please R.S.V.P. to the
Pedersens by e-mail at LJPedersen@comcast.net
or phone 426-9789.
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Choir Notes
A report on UUMN 2008 from Dee Wood and
Leanne Macdonnell:

Every summer for the past 25 years, members of
the Unitarian Universalist Musicians’ Network have
gathered in conference to share their experiences,
learn from each other and develop ways of being
good music ministers in our congregations.

This year’s conference, held in Boston, was the 5th

for Dee, the 1st for Leanne. We shared a room,
met lots of old and new friends, and attended an
exhausting four days and nights of workshops,
reading sessions, recitals and rehearsals.

We were inspired and energized in Nick Page’s
daily rehearsals of multicultural music for the
closing service; Sam Martinborough’s session
about finding ways to honor the music of other
cultures; Joshua Jacobson’s exhilarating
demonstrations of Jewish choral music; Rev.
Burns Stanfield’s charge to respect the repertoire
of our individual congregations and give everyone
permission to participate in the music; and the
myriad of other workshops led by UUMN
members on the topics of children’s music,
rehearsal techniques, voice coaching, composing,
harmony, song-leading and more.

We both returned from the conference bursting
with new ideas, insight and information that will
infuse itself into the work we do with our choirs
here. We feel that participation in this larger music
community of our denomination has important
benefits for our music program here, and hope
that the church will continue to support this
participation in the coming years. Please take the
opportunity to ask us more about the details of the
conference.

Dee Wood, adult choir director
Leanne Macdonnell, youth choir director

Young Singers Want YOU!

To all those kids who watched the Young Singers
of UUCiL last year and wished you could be part
of the fun – now’s your chance! We’ll be starting
up again on Sunday, September 21.

Anyone between the ages of 7 and 13 is welcome
to join us. We rehearse for an hour each week
and perform at services about once a month. You
don’t need to know how to read music or sound
like an opera star to join us – you’ll learn about
music and singing at our rehearsals. You’ll also
get to play musical games and sing all kinds of
music – from serious and beautiful through cool
and boppin’ to sassy and silly.

Our rehearsal time last year was on Sunday
evenings from 6:30 to 7:30 pm. However, we
have been asked to consider moving it earlier.
(Unfortunately, we cannot schedule it immediately
following services as it would conflict with OWL
classes.) If you’re planning on joining us, please
get in touch ASAP to vote on this issue.

For more information or to sign up, please
contact Leanne Macdonnell at 961-9130 or
leanne.macdonnell@sbcglobal.net or Wendy
Mason at 443-0774 or
(wendyjanemason@gmail.com.
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Circle Dinner Groups Forming in
September

Enjoy dinner in small groups and get to
know interesting people in your church
community! Informal potluck suppers in
member’s homes allow for conversation and
conviviality. Information and registration
forms are on the table in the Sanctuary.
Please fill out and leave it on the table for
pick-up. Deadline is September 7th. For
more information see Kathy Mahoney.

Social Action Conference –
September 20th

The Social Action Committee of Mt. Diablo
UU Church in Walnut Creek is organizing a
Social Action Conference to be held
September 20th. They are inviting people
from all over the Bay Area and beyond to get
together around the issue of Economic
Hardship and what can be done about it.
The idea is that participants will be able to
meet others with similar interests and share
their knowledge in facilitated discussions as
well as learn more about the issues involved.
Registration forms are available on the
Sanctuary table.

UUCiL Gets with ESCRIP!

Lucky’s stores are switching to a new escrip
system. You no longer put cash on the card;
just hand it to the cashier before purchases
are totaled. You receive points which are
listed on your receipt. During the month, the
receipt lists your cumulative total. UUCiL
receives a monthly check for 3% of all our
registered purchases. It’s the easiest
fundraiser we do. If you ever shop at
Lucky’s, you can get a S.H.A.R.E.S. (Supports
Humanities, Arts, Recreation, Education and
Sports) card. You can pick up your SHARES
card on the Sanctuary table. You can also see
Rennie in the office or you can e-mail Claire
Nelson at msclairenelson@yahoo.com.

This is my simple religion. There is no
need for temples; no need for
complicated philosophy. Our own
brain, our own heart is our temple;
the philosophy is kindness.

Dalai Lama
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Save the Date!
12th Annual PCD Men's Retreat
Friday-Sunday, October 17th-19th

IT’S ALL ABOUT SHOWING UP!

Come join men from all around the Pacific Central District for a weekend of fun, community
building, kinship, singing, workshops and more! We will be gathering once again at the Westminster
Center in Alamo (10 miles south of Walnut Creek.)

Our theme this year is “It's All About Showing Up.” Through experiential workshops and kinship
groups, we will explore the importance of showing up at the retreat and showing up and being fully
present in our lives. There will also be free time on Saturday afternoon and the always-popular No-
Talent Show on Saturday night.

The cost for the weekend is $225. Scholarships are available.

For more information and to register - http:// pcd-uua.org/men/frames.htm or contact Harry J.
Mersmann at 209-955-0291 or pcdmensretreat@gmail.com

Interfaith Challenge

The Tri-Valley Haven is challenging local
supportive churches to step up (pun intended)
& participate in their annual Pace for Peace
event on Saturday, October 4th. This is a 5k
walk/run followed by a Family Fair with games,
crafts, & a free BBQ lunch. Sponsor-ships
benefit the Haven which provides support &
shelter for victims of sexual assault, domestic
violence & homelessness right here in the Tri-
Valley. If you are interested in participating or
would like more info, there’s a flyer & sign-up
sheet on the back table or you can contact
Melissa at 925-456-6446. We will provide T-
shirts identifying us as the UUCiL team & keep
everyone posted of our financial standing
among the other church communities that also
accepted the challenge.

Greening the Earth & the UUCiL
Bank Account

Help save the earth and raise funds for our
church at the same time. There is a box in our
church office to collect the following:
Video Game Consoles (include all

accessories)
Video Games (include case)
Empty Inkjet & Laser cartridges
Used cell phones
Digital cameras
Laptops (include power cords)
PDAs/Palm Pilots (include accessories)
 IPODs (include accessories)
DVD movies (include original packaging)
(Please, no batteries or toner cartridges.)

You bring it in &
we will do the rest!
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Things to Do This Month

YAG (Young Adult Group) Mondays 8:00 p.m.
This is a weekly gathering of folks age 18-35.
Hang out with us as we continue to alternate
Popcorn Theology nights with mellower game
and conversation nights. We take turns hosting
YAG at our homes, so contact Wendy Mason at
wendyjanemason@gmail.com to be added to our
mailing list so you can learn specific location
details.

Minds on Fire September 3 at 6:30 p.m.
There will be a special Minds on Fire pot-luck at
the home of Shelley Covey, 1010 Lynn Street,
Livermore. We meet Wednesday, September 3,
at 6:30, and will have our conversation over
dinner. This event is open to all who are
interested, so if you have ever come to a Minds
on Fire discussion, or if you just want to check us
out for the first time, we hope to see you. For
more information or directions, call or email
Shelley Covey, 449-4669, shelcovey@comcast.net.

Shawl Ministry September 17, at 7:00 p.m.
September 23, at noon

Do you knit? Crochet? Do you want to learn?
Come join us! In this group, we work on knitting
or crocheting projects for those in need of an
extra dose of kindness. You can work on a shawl
or on a project you have already started. We meet
in the Tot Green building. Call Kim Rowe at 606-
9531 if you have questions.

Men’s Group September 11 & 25 at7:30 p.m.
The Men’s Group meets twice a month for
fellowship and discussion in the Church Office, on
the second and fourth Thursday of the month. If
you would like to join us, please contact Craig
Fish: craigbfish@comcast.net.

Book Group Returning Soon October 5 at noon
We will resume book group with a talk about all the
great books participants enjoyed over the summer.
Contact Hildy Pehrson or Alyce Rossow with
questions.

"POPS Goes to the Movies"

UUFO-UNITARIAN & FRIENDS OUTING

Friday, Oct. 10th at the Barn in Livermore, Doors open at 7 pm; concert starts at 8.

Featuring the Livermore-Amador Symphony, vocal soloists including our own WENDY MASON,
sing-alongs and more. Marion Stearns will buy a block of seats so we can all sit together. Sign up
on the table in the sanctuary no later than August 10th. The cost is $20/seat and you can pay
Marion later.

You are asked to bring a potluck item and serving utensils. DO NOT bring beverages, as they will
be on sale. Plates, napkins and flatware will be provided.

Costumes in keeping with the theme are much appreciated. Questions? See Marion or call her at
443-5182.
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SSeepptteemmbbeerr

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
31

10:30 Labor of Love
1

8:00 pm YAG

2

6:30 pm Sunday Services
Committee

3

6:30 pm Minds on Fire
6:30 pm K-1 Owl Parent

Meeting

4 5

6:30 pm Middle
School Sleepover

6

9:00 am RE Committee
9:30 am Adult Choir
Rehearsal

7
10:30 Deep Water
Reverend Alicia McNary Forsey
UUCiL Choir
High School Outing to Pac Bell
Stadium
11:45 am Building & Grounds
Committee Meeting
12:00 pm Our Whole Lives
6:30 pm Young Singers Rehearsal

8

8:00 pm YAG

9

9:45am Caring and
Concerns 6:30 pm Board
Meeting

10 11

7:30 pm Men’s Group

12 13

14
9:00 am Program Council
9:30 am K-1 OWL Parents Meeting
10:30 Change
Reverend Alicia McNary Forsey
12:00 pm Pot Luck
6:30 pm Young Singers Rehearsal

15

8:00 pm YAG

16 17

7:00 pm Shawl Ministry

18

7:00 pm Finance
Committee

19 20

21
9:30 am Adult Choir Rehearsal
10:30 This Is Your Church
Linda Bissum, Service Leader
UUCiL Choir
12:00 pm Our Whole Lives
12:00 pm Committee Fair
12:00 pm Ministerial Search
Committee
6:30 pm Young Singers Rehearsal

22
8:00 pm YAG

23
12:00 pm Shawl Ministry

24 25
7:30 am Men’s Group

26 27

28
10:30 Hospitality
Reverend Alicia McNary Forsey
12:00 pm Our Whole Lives
6:30 pm Young Singers Rehearsal

29

8:00 pm YAG

30 1 2 3 4



Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore
1893 N. Vasco Road
Livermore, CA 94551-9793
925.447.8747 www.uucil.net

The Unitarian Universalist Church
in Livermore is a caring, diverse

community of open-minded people.
We provide a supportive non-creedal

environment for spiritual and
intellectual growth.

We encourage living respectfully
and fostering the religious aspect of

life through serving the larger
community.

We are a
Welcoming Congregation

The Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore is located at 1893 North Vasco Road in Livermore, California.
Founded as a Fellowship in 1957, we are proud to have been a voice for liberal religion in the TriValley for the over 50 years.
To learn more about our congregation please join us for Sunday Service at 10:30 am and visit our website at: www.uucil.net

Sunday, September 21
After service


