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Sunday Services, High School & Middle School Youth Group, & Children’s Religious Education 10:30 am

The Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore is a caring, diverse community of open-minded people.

We provide a supportive non-creedal environment for spiritual and intellectual growth.

We encourage living respectfully and fostering the religious aspect of life through serving the larger community.

What’s Happening at
UUCiL

October Tuesdays:
2 & 16: Men’s Group
9: Board Mtg
23: Mid-day Shawl
Ministry

October Wednesdays:
3: Minds on Fire
17: PM Shawl Ministry
10, 17, 24, & Nov 7:
Newcomer Orientation

October Saturdays:
6: RE Committee Mtg

Choir Rehearsal
13: RE Teacher Training
Suzuki Concert

October Sundays:
Children’s Choir
Rehearsal 6:30 pm

In the Coming Months:

November 3: Worship
Associate Training

November 9&10:
Shakespeare with
Oregon Festival Players

February 15-18:
Family Snow Trip
to Bear Valley

October 7, Lessons Learned in New Orleans
the Katrina Recovery 15

& Judy Herr, Worship Associate
Musicians: Wendy Mason, piano, and The Choir

About six months ago, our group of 15 UUCiL
volunteers journeyed to New Orleans to help
with the recovery process following Katrina.
The idea for the project began with a
discussion about social justice with a couple of
UUCiL teens and grew. This service recounts
and celebrates work done, lessons learned, and
the extraordinary support for the work
provided by members and friends of UUCiL
– and the Unitarian Universalist Service
Committee (UUSC). What impressions linger
six months later? What similar work is in the
future for willing youths? For the service, the
Choir sings, Wendy Mason plays New
Orleans-style jazz piano, and Judy Herr is the
Worship Associate.

October 14 Bring Many Names
Rev. Carolyn Colbert, Interim Minister

Musicians: Lena Barton, cello
Teagan Fish, violin, Cyndy Salmon, piano

God wears many names; Sovereign, shepherd,
peace maker, Lord of Hosts, Almighty, even
Howard*. A rich array of metaphors and
similes that circle around, but can never
adequately capture what one contemporary
theologian refers to as unnamable magnificent
intensity. Yet we can’t escape the fact that we all
have our very own personal history of god
rattling around in each of us. This morning we
join with a large crowd of creative thinkers,
theologians, philosophers, and non–believers
to crack open the god egg and see
what emerges. *Howard will be explained.

October 21, What You Said . . .
as compiled and presented by The Ministerial Search Team

Rev. Carolyn Colbert, Worship Associate
The Choir, Dee Wood, Director

Accompanist, Wendy Mason
The results of the Ministerial Search Committee’s
survey are in! We’ve looked at feedback from 134
members, former members, and friends of this
congregation about the life and leadership of this
church; join us as we paint a picture of our
members, our joys, and our woes. Knowing the
needs and wants of our congregation is critical to
successfully finding the best settled minister for
this church, and you gave us a ton of really
interesting information. In a fun and lively
service, the Ministerial Search Committee will
unveil What You Said.
Your Ministerial Search Committee is:
Eric Serdahl, Kim Rowe, Keith Mielke, Wendy Mason,
Joan Dickinson, Linda Bissum, and Chilli Barlow.
Potluck Sunday today. All are invited! Stay and
chat about What You Said

October 28, How to Make a Minister Walk on Water
Rev. Carolyn Colbert, Interim Minister

Musicians Joe Bonfiglio, Clarinet, Pat Mielke, Piano
I want to suggest we talk about this! And I know
for a fact that being a minister is not for sissies. It
is a complicated calling. For one thing, so much is
expected of them. They should be inspirational,
visionary, brilliant, experienced, warm, and witty.
They should also be teachers, preachers,
prophets, pillars, pastors and, of course, walk on
water. Well, I want to suggest we talk about this!
And as a follow up to your Search Committee’s
presentation last Sunday, there’ll be a soup and
salad luncheon, and then, for all who can stay, a
little workshop about what it takes to make a
minister walk on water, or better yet, be human
for a living, facilitated by Carolyn and your Search
Team.
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Weavings from the Web . . .

The new church year has begun with energy and
amazing participation. The Labor of Love Sunday was
crowded and productive and fun! We got a lot done and
enjoyed a wonderful lunch together. The strolling
musicians and our fabulous kids were a joy.
Our very special Sunday with Bill Sinkford, president of
the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations,
went smoothly and gave us a chance to practice
welcoming an important guest. We’ll be welcoming
many special guests this fall as more and more people
learn about Unitarian Universalism from the many
mentions of us all over the media. Have you seen the
spots on The Daily Show or The Colbert Report?
Or maybe you heard a spot on KQED. Soon you’ll be
seeing us in Time magazine and all over the place, even
on Bart! You can see the great materials that will be in
mailings, newspapers and magazines posted on the
bulletin board near the sound closet. Very snazzy.
We are about to stop hiding our light under a bushel. We
have so much to offer. So much to share. Now is the
time. So prepare to welcome our guests and be enriched,
expanded, and challenged.
If you’re wondering how it was that we were the only
church in the Bay Area to be gifted by a visit from Bill,
thank your former minister, Eric Meter, who asked him
to come help celebrate the 50th anniversary of UUCiL.
Eric and Bill were classmates in seminary. While Bill
wasn’t available last spring, he still wanted to be with us.
And what a lovely surprise to have Eric visit too. He
came all the way out from New York to celebrate the
kickoff of the big campaign which he had co-chaired for
three years. It was very good to see him!
The work of this transition year, while your Search Team
is looking for your next settled minister, is to build on
the many strengths of the congregation, improve the
infra-structure that supports all your work together,
make your fine campus and buildings safe and well cared
for, and enjoy deepening your sense of community and
caring as you grow and flourish. Several things are
already planned.

I’ve heard folks say they’d like more programs that give
them a chance to be in smaller groups so they can hear
each others’ stories and learn together. And we’ll be
offering several things this fall to meet that need.
First, there’s a Newcomers’ Orientation series coming
this month. You can read about it in this newsletter. A
Children’s Choir will be forming, with Leanne
McDonald and Wendy Mason. Dee Wood, Choir
Director, will be teaching a music reading series. I’ll be
offering a Worship Associates workshop the first
Saturday in November, and Leslie Lemieux will offer a
workshop as we head into the holidays called Unplug the
Christmas Tree.
There’s a real need for a centralized, well-run, and
warmly welcoming church office. Applicants for the
staff position of Office Administrator have been
interviewed and an excellent candidate has been chosen.
You’ll meet her very soon after the appropriate
agreements have been signed and we have officially
hired and welcomed her.
Some rearranging of the office, to make more room for
volunteers and small meetings, will require a fair amount
of heavy lifting and organizing. But when we’re through
with that, we should have a well run, welcoming, and
accessible office with a steady 9-to-Noon staff person
five days a week.
I’ve been asked what my hours of availability will be.
Generally, I’ll be in my office 11 to 3 Tues, Wed, and
Thurs. But I’m happy to meet with people at many other
times. Always call ahead, since there may be times when
I’m at meetings. My day off will be Monday and, when
I’m free to, I’ll add Sunday afternoon and evening to my
personal time. Please know that I can often be reached
at my home study. That number is 925-371-8925. Leave
a message if I’m not there. I love visiting with you and
hearing your thoughts, your dreams for the church, your
good ideas, the things that concern you, and your
stories.
I am glad to be here with you. It is good to be together!

See you in church,
Carolyn

Getting to Know UU: A New- (& Not-So-New-)Comers’ Orientation Series

Four Wednesday Evenings: October 10, 17, 24, & November 7, from 7 to 9 pm.
Facilitated by Rev. Carolyn Colbert & The Membership Team. Childcare provided.

If you are interested in becoming a member of this
congregation or would simply like an unpressured
opportunity to learn more about us, this series is for you.
At these 4 evenings you’ll meet other newcomers and

potential new friends. You’ll learn about some of our
Unitarian Universalist history and you’ll have a chance to
share and compare your religious ideas and values with
others. Even if you’ve been a member of other UU
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congregations, you’ll find this series a good way of
beginning to be part of this community. There’ll be time at
each session to both ask and explore your questions with
UUCiL leaders and each other. You can sign up for the
series on Sundays at the Information Center or you can
call the church office at 925-447-8747 and leave a message

to reserve your space. Or just come! But do let us know
ahead of time if you’ll need childcare and the ages of
your kids so we can provide appropriate childcare.
Refreshments at each session and a potluck feast on
November 7.

Worship Associate Training, Saturday, November 3, 9- 2:30 pm

Facilitated by Rev. Carolyn Colbert
Breakfast & a Light Lunch will be provided

The Worship Associates Program is designed to give you
the tools for planning, creating and leading Sunday
Worship. If you are an active church member, attend
services regularly, and are interested in developing and
enhancing your writing, public speaking, researching, and
leadership skills, you are invited to consider taking the
training. You will deepen your understanding of Unitarian
Universalism and our worship theory and practice and
make a very important contribution to your congregation.
As an Associate, you’ll work closely with the minister,
other lay leaders, musicians, and guest speakers to make a
valuable contribution to the worship life of our
congregation. Associates are asked to make a year’s
commitment to the program.
Associates are welcome to join the Sunday Services
Committee and help with services throughout the whole

year. They will meet regularly, every month with the
minister to evaluate and improve our Worship Program
and practice their skills. These follow up gatherings are
usually on a Saturday morning
After the training you may join the Worship Associates’
team as an Associate those folks you see up front on
Sundays–or as a Worship Anchor – the behind the scenes
folks who hold the room and make everything run smoothly
on Sunday morning. Or both. Interested? Pick up an
information sheet at church. Or speak to Carolyn
You'll need to pre-register no later than October 22, so
we can prepare the materials needed. You’ll find a sign-up
sheet at church or you may call Rev. Colbert at 925-371-
8925 or at the church, 925-447-8747. There is no cost for
the training. Breakfast and lunch are included. Childcare
is provided if requested in advance.

This Month’s Highlights . . .

All Events at our church welcome you. If you see something here that sparks your interest, please join in. To learn
more about any of these events, contact the church office at: 447-8747 or consult our website: www.uucil.net.

Religious Education Committee Sat., Oct 6th at 8 am!
The RE Committee now meets on first Saturday of each
month from 8:00 am until 9:30. We are braving the early
morning hours so that you may join our meetings. All
RE teachers, parents, and friends are welcome to join us.
Our September meeting had a great turnout.
We begin promptly at 8 and finish before the choir
begins rehearsing at 9:30. If you plan on bringing
children, no problem! - just let us know and childcare will
be provided. We will feast on strong coffee and sweet
treats as we make plans for an exciting time in this year’s
religious education program.

Minds on Fire Wed., Oct.3, 7:00 to 8:30 pm
Minds on Fire now meets on WEDNESDAYS! If you have
wanted to join us, but could not come Tuesday evenings,
now is your chance to participate. Minds on Fire is an
open group. We welcome new members. Please join us
for interesting discussions on a variety of topics. For
more information, please call Shelley Covey or send her
an email at shelcovey@comcast.net .

Children’s Choir Rehearsal Sundays 6:30 pm
That’s Right! A children’s choir is forming at UUCiL!
Rehearsals are Sunday evenings from 6:30 to 7:30 pm.
See below for more information.
RE Teacher Training with Jean Wilcox, PCD consultant

October 13 – 8:30-12:30
This is the chance for all our teachers past, present, and
future to receive training from one of the real specialists
in the District! Jane Staehle will serve breakfast at 8:30.
There will be childcare and a children’s breakfast. Please
RSVP to Alyce Rossow, rossow@ieee.org, or Claire
Nelson, msclairenelson@yahoo.com, so we can plan
food.

Shawl Ministry, Wed., Oct. 17th, 7 pm,
& Tues., Oct. 23rd, Noon

Do you knit? Crochet? Do you want to learn? Come join
us! In this group, we work on knitting or
crocheting projects for those in need of an
extra dose of kindness. You can work on a

shawl or on a project you have already started. We meet
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Om , sac r ed

Hindu syllable
repre senti ng

Brah man

extremely fortunate to have our Choir Director, Dee Wood,
as she embraces the UU tradition of honoring all religious
faiths as well as including secular pieces for the enjoyment and
reflection of our entire church community. I love to sing, but I
don’t sing very well. Yet, in fellowship with other choir
members who range in vocal and musical ability, I feel
comfortable and welcome.
Once-a-month choir practices and arriving a bit early on
choir Sundays are not a sacrifice, but an opportunity to
expand my UU faith through song. Dee’s smiling face

and nod of approval - no matter how well we perform -
reinforces each of us as being an integral and
contributing part of our church.
No matter your perceived level of musical/vocal talent, I
encourage anyone who’s ever entertained a passing
impulse to join the choir to act on that urge. Try us out!
Ethel Merman once said, “I can hold a note as long as the
Chase National Bank,” but rest assured that you don’t
need to be a vocal virtuoso to be part of our choir.
Please, come join us! -Victoria Morgan

News and Notes from our Youth Religious Education Program

RE is Studying Religions of the World
Bababaadalgharaghtakamminarronnkonnbronntonnerro
nntuonnthunntrovarrhounawnskawntoohoohoordenent
hurnuk! No this is not a very long type-o, this is a word
that James Joyce invented for his work Finnegan’s Wake,
and it represents a collection of the first syllables for the
name of God from all the worlds’ traditions. If you try
and pronounce it slowly you might find a sound that
reminds you of something from your own experience.
This year in RE we will be studying the different names
of God as well as the rich traditions that surround them.
From the Unitarian Universalists principles that we
follow to the mysteries of Judaism, Hinduism,
Catholicism, Islam, and Buddhism to name just a few.
This year promises to give us all a better understanding
of the faith traditions that surround us. We look forward
to you joining us and bring your own experience to
share. If you have any questions please call Rich Partida,
the RE director, at 925-922-7392.

In October we will be learning about Hinduism.
Hindu tradition encourages Hindus to seek spiritual and
moral truth wherever it might be found, while
acknowledging that no creed can contain such truth in
its fullness and that each individual must realize this
truth through his or her own systematic effort. Our
experience, our reason, and our dialogue with others—
especially with enlightened individuals—provide various
means of testing our understanding of spiritual and
moral truth. And Hindu scripture, based on the insights
of Hindu sages and seers, serves primarily as a
guidebook. But ultimately truth comes to us
through direct consciousness of the divine or
the ultimate reality. In other religions this
ultimate reality is known as God. Hindus
refer to it by many names, but the most
common name is Brahman.

Searching for Greener Pastors . . . Update from The Ministerial Search Committee

134 people responded to the Ministerial Search
Committee's survey! The results we’ve seen are helpful
and fascinating; thank you for providing us with your
input. The Search Committee will hold a service on
October 21st to share what we’ve learned from you.
Using the information you’ve given us, we’ll be better
equipped to find a phenomenal minister to serve this
congregation. We’ll make the complete survey results
available to you via binders placed in the sanctuary.
In late August, the members of the Search Committee
went on a weekend retreat at the St. Francis Retreat
Center in San Juan Bautista. This type of retreat is
strongly recommend by the Unitarian Universalist
Association to ministerial search committees. There,
surrounded by wild animals and beautiful gardens, we
honed our communication skills and group processes.
Our facilitator, Dr. Dennis Reno, was of great help to us
and we owe many thanks to the management of St.
Francis for a very hospitable visit.

Right now, the Search Committee is working on
producing a congregational record. This document will
tell our ministerial candidates about our congregational
history, life, and leadership and it will outline what we’re
looking for in a minister. The survey results, strategic
interviews, and input from many of you will inform its
creation. We’re also applying for a Beyond Categorical
Thinking service and workshop to be held later this
autumn. Beyond Categorical Thinking is a program that
addresses topics of diversity and acceptance in
congregations and search committees.
If you have any questions about our ministerial search,
talk to your Ministerial Search Committee members:

Eric Serdahl, Kim Rowe, Keith Mielke,
Wendy Mason, Joan Dickinson, Linda
Bissum, and Chilli Barlow.

Wendy Mason
Communications,

Ministerial Search Committee
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President’s Message

What a ride — September was great! So much energy and
excitement with the ministerial search survey, Bill
Sinkford’s visit, the RE picnic, Carolyn’s first Sunday
services, the RE Startup, etc. October is going to be
another exciting and very busy time for us.
The Bay Area UU marketing campaign is in full swing.
The whole schedule is posted on the board near the
sound station. Check it out on Sundays when you’re at
church. We’ll be on NPR/KQED radio, on Comedy
Central, in direct mail postcards to 250,000 Bay Area
households and on BART billboards to name just a few.
As Bill Sinkford told us, there will also be a national UU
marketing campaign in Time Magazine and Time.com. Look
for UU ads in the October 15 issue, on the newsstands
October 5. UUA is partnering with Time to explore world
religions on the archival pages of Time.com. I’m so excited
and hope you are too!! Many guests will be coming to our
doors. Each and every one of us is asked to be
welcoming and hospitable. Remember, it takes a village!!
Our interim minister, Rev. Carolyn Colbert, is ‘shaking us
up’. We’re trying some new and different things in our
Sunday services and in other areas around the church.

The Labors of Love Sunday was outstanding! She will both
support and challenge us to be our best selves and try
alternate ways of doing things. Thanks, Carolyn, change
is invigorating!
Many of you are working hard in so many, varied ways.
Thanks to the Search Committee, to Jes Pedersen and his
buildings and grounds crews. Thanks to those who’ve
provided food and drinks at our many events. Thanks to
RE and to the Choir for their continued energy. Thanks
to those who continue to do the work of our church to
keep it growing and glowing. Thank you, thank you, and
thank you!
Our new website should be up and running soon. Check
it out at www.uucil.net. Thanks to Janet Mason, Linda
Bissum, Ron and Lois Dueltgen for their insight and
diligent workmanship. I would also like to thank Mary
Mason for her beautiful photos. They really brighten our
website.
As always, keep me informed of your thoughts and concerns.

Warmly,
Janice Paquette, President

Board of Trustees

Bay Area UU Marketing Campaign AD Schedule

SEPTEMBER Sept. 15 - Campaign Begins!
Week of Sept. 10

KQED FM 88.5 FM (18 spots)
KQKE AM 960 AM (38 spots & 3 3-minute
vignettes)

Week of Sept. 17
KQED FM 88.5 FM (18 spots)
KQKE AM 960 AM (38 spots & 3 3-minute
vignettes)

Daily Show on Comedy Central Cable TV (3
nights)

Google AD Words campaign begins (through
Nov 2)

Family Fun Magazine: Full page 4C AD, in -home
9/21
1/3 page B&W AD in Bay Area Reporter

(weekly GLBT publication)
Week of Sept. 24

Direct mail 250,000 households, ~75 zips)
KQED FM 88.5 FM (19 spots) ) )
KQKE AM 960 AM (38 spots & 3 3-minute

vignettes) )
Daily Show on Comedy Central Cable TV (1
night) )

1/3 page B&W AD in Bay Area Reporter)
OCTOBER
Week of Oct. 1

KQKE AM 960 AM (38 spots)
Daily Show (2 nights) & Colbert Report (4 nights),
Comedy Central TV

BART October Campaign – 100 boards
through-out Transit System

Insert in ~450,000 Newspapers:
Chronicle, Press Democrat, Mercury News,
Contra Costa Times, ANG papers)

Bay Area Reporter: 1/3 page B&W AD
Parents Magazine: Full Pg 4C AD in -home
10/3

TIME Magazine: UUA National AD campaign
Oct. 15 issue, On-newsstand Oct. 5

Week of Oct. 8
KQED FM 88.5 FM (15 spots)

KQKE AM 960 AM (38 spots & 3 3 -minute
vignettes)

Daily Show on Comedy Central Cable TV (4
nights)

Parenting Magazine: Full Pg 4C AD , in-home
10/11

1/3 page B&W AD in Bay Area Reporter
Week of Oct. 15

KQED FM 88.5 FM (15 spots)
KQKE AM 960 AM (38 spots & 3 3 -minute
vignettes)

Second direct mail- 4 page insert, 250,000
households

Daily Show on Comedy Central Cable TV (3
nights)

Week of Oct. 22
American Baby Magazine: Full Pg 4C AD, In -
home: 10/25

TIME Magazine: UUA National AD campaign
Nov. 5 issue, On -newsstand: Oct. 26



* items are described elsewhere in this month’s newsletter

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

Suzuki Strings, 4-9 pm
Founders’ Bdg.

2

Caring & Concerns
Comm.,
Green Rm., 9:30

Men’s Group ,
Green Rm, 7:30 pm

3

Minds on Fire*,
Meier’s, 7-8:30 pm

4 5 6

RE Comm*, 8-9:30 am
Choir Rehearsal 9:30 am
Suzuki Strings, 5-6 pm

7 Choir sings

Lessons Learned in New Orleans *,
the Katrina Recovery 15

& Judy Herr, 10:30am
Children’s Choir*,

6:30-7:30 pm

8

Suzuki Strings, 4-9 pm
Founders’ Bdg.

9

Board of Trustees,
Green Rm, 6 pm

10

Getting to Know UU:
Newcomer Orientation*
Green Rm, 7=9 pm

11 12 13

RE Teacher Training, with
Jean Wilcox*
8:30-12:30, Green Bdg.

Suzuki Concert, 4-8 pm

14 Choir @ Mission Peak UU

Bring Many Names*,
Rev. Carolyn Colbert, 10:30am

15

Suzuki Strings, 4-9 pm
Founders’ Bdg.

16

Men’s Group ,
Green Rm, 7:30 pm

17

Shawl Ministry*,
RT Rm, 7-8:30 pm

Getting to Know UU:
Newcomer Orientation,
Green Rm, 7=9 pm

18 19

StarGazers,
Sanctuary, 7-10 pm

20

21 Mission Peak UU Choir Sings with
our Choir @UUCiL

What You Said*,
The Ministerial Search Committee,
10:30am

Potluck Luncheon*
(F-K set-up & clean-up)

22

Suzuki Strings, 4-9 pm
Founders’ Bdg.

23

Shawl Ministry*,
Green Rm, noon-2
pm

24

Getting to Know UU:
Newcomer Orientation,
Green Rm, 7=9 pm

25 26 27

28

How to Make a Minister
Walk on Water*,
Rev. Carolyn Colbert, 10:30am

29

Suzuki Strings, 4-9 pm
Founders’ Bdg.

30 31

November Sundays:
25: Pajama & Movie Day

November Mondays:
All: Suzuki Strings

November Tuesdays:
6 & 20 Men’s Group
13: Board Mtg
27: Mid-day Shawl
Ministry

November Wednesdays:
7 Getting to Know UU

Minds on Fire
21: PM Shawl Ministry

November Thursdays: November Fridays:
9&10: Shakespeare
16: StarGazers

November Saturdays:
3 RE Comm, 8-9:30 am
Choir Rehearsal 9:30 am
Suzuki Strings, 5-6 pm
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