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Sunday Services, High School & Middle School Youth Group, & Children’s Religious Education 10:30 am

June 3, Singing Our Living Tradition Rev. Eric Meter & Sonya Sukalski speaking
The history of our religious movement can be chronicled in sermons, the evolution of our journal The Christian Register as it
evolved into the UU World, and it can also be mapped in song. This morning we opt for the latter as we will sing our way
down the age.

June 10, Blessings Abound! Sonya Sukalski, Intern Minister, leading
This Sunday we begin saying goodbye. Members of the Intern Committee will contribute as we consider points of gratitude,
wisdom gained, sensing the spirit in the moment, and the people who have touched our lives.

June 17, This Inhabited Garden Rev. Eric Meter speaking
On this, our Annual Flower Communion Sunday, Rev. Eric will be bidding UUCiL a fond farewell. If you haven’t been part of
a UU flower communion before, it can be summed up simply: bring a flower or two to share. We’ll make a bouquet together
and when its time to leave, we’ll all do so with a flower someone else brought just for us. Rev. Eric Meter speaking.

June 24, Sunday Services
With many in our congregation in Portland for General Assembly this weekend, you just may be surprised by what the Sunday
Service Committee has dreamed up for us.

July 1, Living Your Dream Life Dr. David Olkkola
Continuing our series on the 7 UU principles, our guest speaker will address how Allowing Your Dreams To Become Reality
has informed his free and responsible search for the truth and meaning.

in conversation . . .with Reverend Eric

The world is so empty if one thinks only of mountains, rivers and cities.
But to know someone here and there who thinks and feels with us,

and who, though distant, is close to us in spirit,
this makes the earth for us an inhabited garden.

-- Goethe
The time has come to say goodbye.
Don’t ask me where the last ten years have gone. All I know is that I arrived with you in August of 1997, promptly blinked
twice and here we are, with a decade of memories in store.
By whatever stroke of fate, this is a time of comings and goings. We are saying thank you to Leslie Lemieux for her exemplary
service as our Director of Religious Education, and hello to Richard Partida who is moving into that role. Our first intern
minister, Sonya Sukalski, is also finishing her year with us this month. So this is a rich time, a time when there will be sadness,
and also a time for some justifiable pride.
We have done much and done well over the last ten years. None of us are exactly the people we were then. With the exception
of a few pounds, I trust that most of the changes are have been for the better. I have loved getting to know you and being part
of this congregation with you. A highlight of our recent service trip to the Gulf Coast came when one of our youth came up to
me after remembering that she and I had been assigned together as special buddies as part of a holiday time project at UUCiL
several years ago. She remembered.

One of the sayings from antiquity I had a hard time understanding when I was a boy is: The King is dead. Long live the King. If
truth be told, I never liked the saying much, even once I did understand it. All the same, there is a reflection of that saying in
times of ministerial transition. While I will be listening to reports of your new developments, I will need to step back from
active conversation with you so that your next minister has the space and time to establish their own ministry with you.

Your future is bright. Next year you will have an exceptional interim minister with you, the Rev. Carolyn Colbert, and you
have a great Search Committee starting its work selecting your next settled minister.

My last Sunday with you will be June 17. We’ll have our annual Flower Communion that day, and I’ll be saying goodbye
before heading off to General Assembly in Portland, OR after the service. I am going to miss you. Know that you have done
much to shape the person, and the minister, I am and for that I am grateful. Thank you for more than you may know.

in peace,
Eric
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Sensing the Spirit with Sonya

I have been trying to hold at bay the fact that my time with you who I have grown to appreciate so much here at UUCiL is
coming to a close. June will be a month with a lot of good-byes as we start by seeing Leslie Lemieux turn over the reigns of
RE to Rich Partida on May 31st. I will do my last worship on June 10th, and then Eric will say goodbye over Flower
Communion the next Sunday, the 17th.
I have never considered leave-taking one of my strengths. I usually console myself with hopes of connection accomplished in
a different way, rather than to stop and just plain grieve the loss I feel so keenly when saying goodbye. The gifts of grief are
underrated and under-advertised in our culture, but I know they are there.

In Susan Gregg-Schroeder's book, In the Shadow of God's Wings, Grace in the Midst of Depression, she discusses some of
these gifts. How many of us value vulnerability for it's ability to bring us closer to the others we love? How often do we take
the chance to acknowledge, articulate and be with the opportunity that expressing our vulnerability can bestow?

Another gift Gregg-Schroeder discusses is living with paradox. In this culture, I think we are often encouraged to find one
right way to express a feeling or situation, rather than learning to say “I love this congregation, and I appreciate the time I have
had here in ways that I can barely express, and it is time for us to part in order to make room for new relationships, new
creativity, and new ministries?” I know each of you, and the congregation as a whole have tremendous potential to be and do
good things that this world desperately needs. I hope that discovering some of the gifts of grief can lead us all to realizing that
potential.

In gratitude and sadness,
Sonya

President’s Message

Thanks so much to Leslie Lemieux and all those who
helped her make the 50th anniversary celebrations so
outstanding!! The dinner at Beeb’s on May 5th was great!
It was just plain fun (and one of the best birthday parties I
ever had)!! Everybody seemed to have a wonderful time
talking and eating. There was lots of reminiscing and lots
of sharing about good times. Afterward, the dancing was
great fun with everybody kicking up their heels to the
music of the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s, and 90’s.

The Day on the Green at the church was another fabulous
event! Thanks to Alice Bennert and her helpers for the
food. It was definitely gourmet!! I’m sure I’m going to
miss someone who helped out during the church
celebration and the “after party” that day, but here’s a list
to start….thanks to Claire and Harry Nelson, Chuck
Hartwig, Art Langhorst, Bud Barlow, Barton Lane, Mike
Peterson, Gail Cobe, Gerald Nordley, Gayle Weisner, the
Mayalls’ nephew and friend, Jane Staehle, Dee Wood,
Susan Harvey, Marilyn Lane, and so many others. Let me
know if I missed someone major and I will acknowledge
him or her in the next newsletter. We give outstanding
parties, don’t we? Thank you, thank you, and thank you!
And was the time capsule ever found??

Much continues to go on in other areas. In case you
haven’t heard, we have an interim minister for the church
year 07-08, Rev. Carolyn Colbert. She most recently
served the fellowship in Los Gatos, but has served
churches in Oregon, New York, and other parts of
California. She’s very experienced and will bring a
renewed enthusiasm to our church. We look forward to her
coming in mid to late August. The ministerial search

committee for the settled minister will meet in mid June
and get started on their yearlong task. The members of that
committee are: Keith Mielke, Wendy Mason, Chilli
Barlow, Joan Dickinson, Eric Serdahl, Linda Bissum and
Kim Rowe. You will be hearing from them directly in the
months to come.
Again, I want to express thanks to another three groups
that have worked extremely hard over the past year—the
Long Term Rental Task Force (Chuck Shaw, Marilyn
Graham, Hildy Pehrson, Barbara Eniti, Alyce Rossow,
Maureen Hamm, Sonya Sukalski and Rev. Eric Meter) and
the Naming Task Force (Chuck Hartwig, Nancy Rodrigue,
Brian Mayall, Bill and Mary O’Neal, Hildy Pehrson,
Gerald Nordley and Jeanette Perlman). You did a great
job!! Two outstanding board members are leaving—Joan
Dickinson and Marilyn Graham. We will certainly miss
your insightfulness and willingness to volunteer!!

Lastly, it’s with heavy heart that I bid farewell to Reverend
Eric Meter after 10 years of outstanding service to UUCiL.
I wish you well in the next phase of your life!! Farewell
also to Sonya Sukalski who has really showed us what
value an intern minister can be for our church. You’ll be a
hard act to follow! I also want to thank Leslie Lemieux for
three outstanding years as our Director of Religious
Education. You’ve been great!!

Thanks to all of you who make UUCiL the great
community it is!!

Janice Paquette
Janice Paquette, 373-6894

janicepaquette@comcast.net
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CSUEB’s Oratorio Society (chorus) for over 30 years. She
also enjoys gardening, reading, and doing needlework.

She works full-time at the Livermore Public Library in
Library Administration.

Joyce Taylor – She lived in San Jose with her three
daughters for 30 years. Then, after returning to Kansas
City, Missouri, for five years, she moved to Livermore a
year ago. Coming here has enabled her to have a close
relationship with her daughter and son-in-law and provide
respectful care and education for her toddler granddaughter.

Applying spiritual principles in daily life has come from a
long time relationship with Unity. Her days are enhanced
with regular reading of Unity’s Daily Word.
Working in the field of education, from birth through
adults, in classroom and TV, has been a rewarding
experience. Supporting child and family success has
provided an outlet for her to serve others.
Melissa Hodous – She moved from Columbus, Ohio 5 ½
years ago and now lives in Livermore with her spouse, Pat
Hodous, and their two children, Grace (4 years old) and
Meredith (1 year old).
Melissa enjoys snowboarding and gardening, and
volunteers at Tri-Valley Haven.
Nancy Rodrigue – Livermore has been her home for 33
years. Prior to that, she lived in Kent, Ohio, for two years
with her husband, Garry, and their newborn daughter,
Lindsey. Her early years were spent in a small town
outside of Chicago with her parents, two sisters, and large
extended family. On her thirteenth birthday, they moved to
Los Angeles, and became Californians.

Garry and Nancy met at the University of Southern
California where she got a BA in English. They married
after graduation, but stayed at the university a few more
years while Garry got his PhD. in math.

Her passions have shifted over the years, and she and
Garry are now engaged in developing a new business, a
winery. It is turning from a hobby into a new career,
not allowing much free time. However, precious free time
is filled up with hiking, skiing,
art, reading, and good friends. Then, there is the new
grandson and one on the way? They are moving here in a
couple of weeks, so you may see Nancy toting them along

to UUCiL.
Roberta Ishmael – Roberta has been attending UUCiL for
some time and signed the membership book in May. Her
health is a challenge in these days, but recently she has
been here in the front row at church most Sundays.
Roberta has lived all over California (from Sierra Foothills
to San Diego and everywhere in between) in her 80 years.
She raised three wonderful children and sadly lost her 53
year old son three years ago.
Her family worshipped in seven different religions that she
found mostly unbelievable. After a 45-year membership in
a 12-step program, she has found Unitarian Universalism
easy to slip on and wear with ease.
She is a voracious reader of anything related to science
theories, neuroscience research, states of consciousness of
the mind, and Zen Buddhism. Her hero is Einstein, and
she thinks multi universes are the hope for the future.

What’s Happening at UUCiL This Month . . .

Minds on Fire: June 5, 7:00 to 8:30 pm

This month Minds on Fire will meet at the home of Helen
Meier. Shelley Covey will facilitate. New members are
always welcome. Please join us for interesting discussions
on a variety of topics. For more information, please call
Shelley Covey or send her an email at
shelcovey@comcast.net

Religious Education Committee meets Wed., June 6th at 7 pm
Summer is here and we have lots of wonderful plans for
the children, but we need YOU! Please join the RE
committee, our new DRE, Rich, and all interested friends
as we address the our children’s religious education
program for the coming months. Our meetings start
promptly at 7 pm in the Tot Green Room, finish up on the
dot of 9 pm, and are usually entertaining. We are in dire
need of a committee secretary, so, if taking meeting
minutes is your passion, come join us!

Shawl Ministry, June 20th at 7 pm and June 26th at noon
Please come and join us in making shawls that give
comfort or support to those in need or who are celebrating
a life event. We have patterns for crocheting and knitting
shawls. If you have a different project that you are
working on feel free to bring it and enjoy visiting with
other people as you work. The Shawl Ministry group
meets in the Tot Green building at church on the third

Wednesday of the month from 7 to 8:30 pm (June 20). and
the fourth Tuesday (June 26) of the month from noon to 2
p.m. Call Kim Rowe at 606-9531 if you have questions

Livermore Relay for Life: June 23-24, 2007
Relay For Life is a fun-filled overnight activity that
mobilizes communities across the country to celebrate
survivorship, remember those who lost their lives to
cancer, and raise money for the fight against cancer. In
years past, UUCiL has fielded an enthusiastic team of
walkers for this 24 hour walk-a-thon held at the
Livermore High school track.
We are looking for a team leader for this year’s event as
well as dedicated walkers. If you are interested in
organizing our team, check out the following website:
http://www.kintera.org/faf/home/default.asp?ievent=19219
7

Dr. David Olkkola: Workshop and Sunday Service,
Sunday, July 1
On Sunday July 1st UUCiL will getting a double treat from
cooperate trainer Dr. David Olkkola. First at 9:00am we’ll
be meeting the Tot Green room for a special sneak peek of
Dr. Olkkola’s energizing new motivational speech &
workshop “Allowing Your Dreams To Become Reality -
Living Your Dream Life”

Then at 10:30 we’ll have Dr. Olkkola as our guest service
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speaker where he’ll talk about how this new concept has
changed his life while living his free and responsible
search for the truth and meaning, our continuing series on
the 7 UU principles.

So come early and enjoy Dr. Olkkola at 9am and then
listen to his life changing experience and see if you can
enjoy the same. Dr. Olkkola will be on hand after the
service to answer you questions on his amazing
motivational program. Feel free to look over his website
for additional biographical or program details.
http://www.thedreammasters.com/

UUCiL Family Camp Out - July 27 to 29
We have reserved sites at Camp Shelly at Lake Tahoe for
the weekend starting Friday, July 27, 2007. The
campground belongs to the City of Livermore and is well
maintained. The cost is $20 per night, or $40 for the two
nights.

If you are interested in coming, please see Mike Ong, or call
784-8736 or e-mail at mike.ong3@gmail.com. Please make
your commitment early because in some years we run out of
sites.

50th Anniversary

On May 20, 2007 UUCiL celebrated its 50th anniversary as a voice for liberal religion in the Tri-Valley. After a year-long
build-up of festivities, planned largely due to the energies of Leslie Lemieux, which included decade-themed movie nights,
photographs from our past, and lots of enthusiasm, the festivities culminated in an evening gala on May 5, and a Sunday
Service and Day on Our Green on May 20. Many departed friends were remembered and many friends from across the years
and miles joined us for these parties. It was a wonderful tribute to all who have gone before and all who continue their efforts.
At our 50th anniversary Sunday Service, the church came alive with the sound of singing as the choir performed hilarious lyrics
by Jane Staehle penned for this momentous occasion. Jane celebrated our UUCiL traditions both serious and fun. Bob
Breckenridge gave us visual aids to follow as the congregation joined in on the final tune. The full libretto from this acclaimed
performance is reprinted below for your enjoyment. Thanks Jane for adding a bit of levity to our commemoration service.

I. The Hills (around our Valley) are Alive - sung to a familiar tune

The valley’s alive with the sound of singing.
Our song celebrates our first fifty years,
Rememb’ring our past and those gone before us,
And dreaming our hopes for the coming years.

Once we had a
Cross on our church we took down one dawn,
And a baptismal font.
Our view was sublime from Diablo’s prime
To the old Altamont.

But soon windmills whirled, Vasco Road went wide
And P Double U came.
Our Fellowship now
Had two “U”s and a Church in its name.

Our church home’s alive with the sounds of children
Their voices resound as they learn and play.
Our hearts join in joy at our growing future
As we sing this day.

II. Our Favorite Things (at UUCiL)

Pageants at Christmas and Times for All Ages,
Sermons and poems and words from the sages,
Welcoming strangers without any strings,
These are a few of our favorite things.

RE for grownups and Minds on Fire,
Warmly applauding our outstanding choir,
Teaching our children and growing their wings,
These are a few of our favorite things.

When the roof leaks,
When the checks bounce,
When the fridge smells bad,
We try to remember our favorite things
And then we feel oh! so glad.

Shared satisfaction that comes when we pitch in

In The Big Easy or Open Heart Kitchen.
Feeling the joy that community brings,
These are a few of our favorite things.

Searching life’s mysteries with one another,
Seeking for truth with our sisters and brothers,
Plumbing the depths from which fellowship springs,
These are a few of our favorite things.

When a pipe breaks,
When the john floods,
When the books look sad,
We try to remember our favorite things
And then we feel oh! so glad.

III. Some UU lingo, sung up and down the scale of do-ri-me:

OWL: a class in human sex.
REACH: an RE clearing house.
Pledge: the way we pay our bills.
Board: the leaders we espouse.
Canvass: not used for a tent.
UFOs: a trip right here on earth.
Coffee: our holy sacrament.
And this brings us back to… (repeat)
(2nd time): And this leads us on to…

Chalice light, burning bright,
May your glow always warm us,
May your gleam light our dream,
Bringing concord among us.

Justice and truth be our guiding flames,
Shining out forever,
Chalice light, burning bright,
Bless our church home forever.

(Repeat)


