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Sunday Services, High School & Middle School Youth Group, & Children’s Religious Education 10:30 am

The Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore is a caring, diverse community of open-minded people.
We provide a supportive non-creedal environment for spiritual and intellectual growth.

We encourage living respectfully and fostering the religious aspect of life through serving the larger community.

What’s Happening at UUCiL
December 1:
RE Committee Mtg
Choir Rehearsal

December 4:
Caring & Concerns Comm.

December 5:
Minds on Fire

December 9:
Christmas Craft Workshop

December 11:
Board of Trustees Meeting

December 13:
Men’s Group

December 15:
Nutcracker Ballet

December 19:
Evening Shawl Ministry

December 20:
Finance Committee Meeting
Newsletter Deadline

December Sundays:
Children’s Choir Rehearsal

In the Coming Months:
February 15-18:
Family Snow Trip
to Bear Valley

Dec 2, Find a Stillness, Hold a Stillness
Rev. Carolyn Colbert, Interim Minister

UUCiL Choir, Dee Wood, Director
Worship Associate & Accompanist Wendy Mason

& Janet Mason, worship anchor
A meditative service for the time of year
when it’s difficult to find stillness, let alone
hold on to it. It’s as if the whole world has
conspired to be as loud as possible, as
raucous as possible. This ought to be a time
of quiet waiting; a time of turning inward. A
time to be still and “ponder things in our
heart”. Perhaps the most important gift we
bring to each other is the silence in us. It’s
hard to find. But when we do, it’s a place of
both power and healing.
Dec 9, Be Not Afraid

Rev. Carolyn Colbert, Interim Minister
Patricia Mielke, Musician

Rich Partida, Director of Religious Education
Parenting is an awesome responsibility. As
we dedicate and bless our youngest children
and recognize the work of their parents and
the support of our community in guiding
their journey, we remember that this is also
the season to ponder what we are bringing to
birth in our own lives.
Dec 16 The Do-It-Yourself Christmas

Pageant: An Intergenerational Service
With Rev. Carolyn, Rich Partida, DRE
The UUCiL Choir, Dee Wood, director

Wendy Mason, accompanist
The Young Singers of UUCiL
Leanne Macdonnell, conductor

And a Cast of Thousands: You, you & you!
Be prepared to participate and enjoy,
then stay for our last Potluck of 2007.
Bring your best holiday food to share
and enjoy the warmth of your
community.

Dec 23 In Praise of the Dark,
In Praise of the Light

Rev. Carolyn Colbert, Interim Minister
Time to turn again toward the light, time to
honor, in song and story, the many ways of
celebrating the return of the light.
Christmas Eve Service 6 pm
Dec 24 In the Close and Holy Darkness

Rev. Carolyn Colbert, Interim Minister
The UUCiL Choir

Bring your whole family for a Christmas Eve
service of familiar carols and a special story.
You are invited to bring a gift of warmth,
mittens, scarves, socks, undergarments, warm
hats and gloves for children and adults who
are living in shelters or on the streets this
Christmas. There will be a time during the
service when you may place your gifts on or
under our tree. And of course, we’ll send you
out into the close and holy darkness by
candlelight.
Dec 30 Beginnings and Endings
Wendy Mason, Musician

It is a UUCiL tradition each new year to
celebrate the end of the current year and a
start of a new and fresh year with a Beginnings
and Endings service. During this service,
anyone who has a reading, a poem, a sketch,
a piece of music, a whatever, that they would
like to share in celebration of the New Year
can do so. If you have something you would
like to share with the congregation in
celebration of the end of 2007 or the
beginning of 2008, please contact Linda
Bissum.

Next Month’s Services:
January 6: High Heeled Shoes
January 13: Taking Ourselves Seriously

Note: All Services begin at 10:30 am.
Children’s Religious Education classes begin in the church.
RE classes will not meet during Intergenerational Services.

Naming and Dedication of
Infants & Young
Children during the
service on December 9

Information on page 2
Also on December 9:

Christmas Craft Workshop,
1:00 to 3:00

More info page 3
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Weavings from the Web . . .

Every so often someone will wonder how UU’s can
celebrate Christmas given how many of us have
wandered away from our Christian roots. We forget that
Christmas became Christian by adoption; that it was a
Jewish baby in that manger, and that this may be the
oldest of all festivals. It is Roman, Zoroastrian, and
downright pagan.
The legends of a special baby – and there are thousands
of them, belong to the ancient Jewish tradition called
Midrash, which are interpretations, commentaries, stories
that expand on many different scriptures. The legends
teach, not facts, but truths. In the true spirit of Midrash,
all the stories have been woven together and richly
embroidered over the centuries. And like all great
teaching stories, the story of Christmas has layers and
layers of meaning.
The nativity story may be poetry and not fact, but then
again, it may also be something else. It may be a way to
remember, a way to know again the sacredness of each
new life, the wonder of every child’s birth, and the hope
that is born again, even in the darkest of times. Yes, it is
true that each night a child is born is a holy night.

Christmas is a season of the spirit, a habit of the
heart.
Not reserved for designated days in December,
but available all days, all years,
lighting our way through the darkness
and the dullness of the winters of our soul
to the Bethlehem that lives in each one of us.

There a star shines. –

Have a good season of the spirit, friends,
See you in church,

Carolyn

Child Naming and Dedication Ceremony
December 9

In Unitarian Universalism, the
naming and dedication of infants and
young children celebrates and
welcomes each child into our
religious community. It recognizes
the whole congregation’s
commitment to the ongoing spiritual formation of our
children and the support of our families.

If you would like to be part of this ceremony or want to
know more about this UU version of a christening,
please call Carolyn. Try her first at her home number:
371-8925 or leave a message at the office: 447-8747. You
can also contact her at ccspider@comcast.net. We’ll need
to know if you want to be included by December 6.

Welcome to Our New Members

Sunday, November 18, we welcomed six new folks into
the membership of our expanding community. Lois
Dueltgen, Membership Chair, and Janice Paquette,
President, called them forward to be formally recognized
and welcomed by the congregation. At a pre-service
breakfast they signed the membership book and received
their New Member packets. We presented them with
flowering plants in recognition of their taking root in
their newly chosen religious community and their future
growth and blossoming.
They bring with them a total of 9 children and youth. We
are blessed by the energy, insights, and gifts that they
bring. They enrich and expand our community. May we
also be a blessing to them. We warmly welcome:
Sheena Alexander, and Logan, 4, Remy, 2, & Nathan, 1
Charles Bennett, and Caitlin, 15
Mary Kulla & Michael Read, and Ben, 6, & Adam, 3
Helen Sutton & Craig Sutton, and Eric, 9, Sonia, 5, &

Anna, 4
Watch for their pictures at church, and their bios in
upcoming newsletters. Many thanks to our hardworking
Membership Team: Lois Dueltgen, Chilli Barlow, Karen
Crosley, & Leslie Lemieux who also staffed the
Newcomers Orientation series. Special thanks to Mary
Mason for taking pictures.

Family Craft Workshop December 9

Come join Rich Partida, RE director, for a Christmas craft-building workshop on December 9th after the
service from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. We will have four craft stations set up, and will provide supplies and

instructions. There will be ornaments to color, candleholders to paint, soap to pour, and pine cone bird
feeders to stuff! Space is limited so sign up now! If you have any questions, or if you would like to help
out, please talk to Rich Partida.
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President’s Message December 2007

We’ve had several exciting events this last month. We are
happy to have welcomed several new members to
UUCiL on Nov. 18. Welcome to the Bennetts, the
Suttons, the Kulla-Reads, and the Armstrongs! Our
annual Shakespeare performances, Nov. 9 and 10 were a
hit as usual. Thanks to Joan Dickinson and her able
assistants for organizing and pulling off another
wonderful UUCiL event. Carolyn held her training for
Worship Associates which was very well received. Leslie
Lemieux held a workshop called Unplug the Christmas
Machine, which was great! The children’s choir performed
for the first time. Thanks, kids and also to Wendy Mason
and Leanne Macdonnell. Dee Wood held a music-
reading workshop for members of the choir who were
definitely challenged to be the best they can be! Thanks,
Dee. We continue to be a very busy group of people . . . I
love it!
Coming in December the UUCiL Program Council will
meet, ably led by our Board Vice-President, Sunil
Wijeyesekera. It will be held from 9 - 10 am in the Tot
Green Room on Sunday, Dec. 2. We ask that heads of
committees and any other interested leaders attend; we

will share our ideas as we prepare for the rest of the
church year. If you don’t get an email inviting you, please
just come.
The holiday season is fast approaching. It’s always busy
for so many of us with parties, family gatherings,
shopping and so much more. Please keep people who
have so much less than we do in your minds and
thoughts. A good way to do this is to contribute to the
UUSC (Unitarian Universalist Service Committee)
through the Guest at Your Table boxes. If you didn’t
receive one, there may be a few extras at the church or
you could just bring in a check at the end of December,
beginning of January made out to UUSC. People all over
the world benefit from the UUSC’s work. All the other
work you can do for/with the less fortunate is also
appreciated. Giving to others is such a wonderful feeling
and a great way to reach out!
As always, keep me informed of your thoughts and concerns.
Warmly, Janice Paquette, President

Board of Trustees

News and Notes from our Youth Religious Education Program

As we move into this season of thanks, I would like to
take a moment to thank all the RE volunteers that make
Sunday classes possible. Without their constant
dedication to our children, the RE program would not
exist. Here is a list of some of the volunteers that make
RE possible.
Cathy Branda, Desty Shoemaker, Laura Johnson, Laura
Pederson, Laura Peterson, Kim Rowe, Ellen Hedges,
Nora Taranowski, Leslie Lemieux, John Lemieux, Arlen
Rowe, Owen Florey, Leanne MacDonald, Mark Miller,
Alyce Rossow, Claire Nelson, Elona Pertica, Jean Moran,
Julie O’Brien, Marion Stearns, Polly Sellers, Jane Staehle,
Jocelyn Taylor.

As you see these dedicated members around church,
please take a moment to thank them for all their hard
work!
November’s RE classes centered around Buddhism. The
primary grade classrooms were transformed into colorful
Buddhist monasteries with umbrellas, tapestries and
singing bowls. While this was going on the middle and
High school groups were practicing meditation
techniques.
Up coming RE lessons will focus on Judaism and
Catholicism. We will turn our attention from the East to
the West, exploring the differences that divide and the
similarities that unite.

Our Journey thus far:

Hinduism, Buddhism, next Judaism, and Catholicism
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To Relieve Suffering, Oppression & Injustice,
Think Inside The Box:

The UUSC Guest at Your Table Box!

On November 18, we passed out the Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee boxes to several families

to place on their tables
during the holiday season.
By setting the Guest at
Your Table box where you
have your meals, you invite
the world to your table.
You will welcome people
who need your support in
the struggle for human
dignity, fair wages, clean

and affordable water, and human rights. Keep it there for
the holidays and when you sit down to eat, tuck a few
coins or bills, into the box. Then return the box to the
church on January 6, 2008.
It is very helpful if you count your coins and paper
money and write a check for the amount to UUSC. Or, if
you didn’t receive a box (there may be a few left on the
sanctuary table) you can still write a check to UUSC and
bring it to church on January 6. We’ll send it on.
You might want to become a UUSC member.
Memberships start at $40 (or $20 for seniors, and just
$10 for students and youth). Gifts of $100 or more from
a family or individual will be matched dollar for dollar by
the Shelter Rock Congregation. There has never been a
more important time for us to raise our voices loudly and
together to defend justice and basic human rights! Want
more information? Go to www.uusc.org

Holiday Gift Project With Tri Valley Haven

The goal of Tri Valley Haven’s holiday gift program is to
empower families to create and sustain their own holiday
traditions. Clients get to shop at the TVH warehouse to
choose a large & small gift for each member of their
family. They take those gifts home to wrap and present

at their own family
celebrations.

What You Can Do:
* Purchase

modestly priced gifts
* Donate gift

cards to local stores
($10 to $25)

* Volunteer at the warehouse to sort donations
* Help stock warehouse during distribution
* Greet clients as they check in – Spanish

speakers especially needed
* Pick Up a Gift Suggestion List
* Take your kids shopping with you

Bring your unwrapped gifts to UUCiL December 2 – 9.

About Tri -Valley Haven:

Every Year, Tri-Valley Haven helps survivors of
domestic violence, low income, and homeless families
celebrate the holidays by providing gifts and food. Their
program serves over 500 Tri-Valley families (2000
children!) each year and the demand for their program
will be greater this year. They rely heavily on the support
of the local community to make this event a huge
success! This year they need gifts for children, teens,
adult women, men, and seniors, to meet the holiday
needs of our community. Pick up a list of possible gifts
on the sign-up table. You may bring all donations of new
unwrapped gifts to the church from Dec. 2 through Dec.
9 so that the gifts will be ready for distribution on
Thursday Dec. 13 and Saturday, Dec. 15.
Our thanks to UUCiL/TVH volunteer, Melissa
Hodous for bringing us a chance to make a difference
locally. She can answer your questions at 456-6446. And
if you’d like to volunteer at the warehouse during the
distribution days, give Jean Wright a call at 449-5845
To learn more about the TriValley Haven, and to find
other ways you can contribute to this important
organization, visit their website at:
www.trivalleyhaven.org

Newsletter Submissions & Delivery
The Newsletter is an open forum for our members and
friends. We welcome input from everyone. Is there a
conversation you would like to start in the congregation?
Would you like to advertise meetings or outings? Have
you discovered resources you would like to share with
your friends at UUCiL? We want to hear from you!
Deadline for submissions: 20th of the month to
jacobrien@sbcglobal.net. Please include the full text of
your input within the email as well as in an attached file.
You can take delivery of this newsletter either as:

paper copy via US Mail, paper copy at the church,
or electronic copy downloaded from our website:
www.uucil.net.

If you would like to change the way you are currently
receiving the newsletter please contact Rennie, our office
administrator, at: uucil@sbcglobal.net or call 447-8747.
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This Month’s Highlights . . .

All Events at our church welcome you. If you see something here that sparks your interest, please join in. To learn more
about any of these events, contact the church office at: 447-8747 or consult our website: www.uucil.net.

Religious Education Committee Sat., Dec 1st at 8 am!

This is the committee to be on at UUCiL! This
is the group that originated Margarita Meetings,
Crack-o’-Dawn Coffee Chats, and more!
Our co-chairs, Jean Moran and Ellen
Hedges, will bribe the late risers and
early birds alike with the promise of
strong coffee, snappy agendas, and short
meetings. There is always plenty to do, and we’d love to
have you join in! Come be a part of the excitement!

First Sunday Book Group December 2, noon

We are up and running and looking for You! Bring books
you would like to share and talk about,
ones you have enjoyed and are willing to
loan out to others.
We meet in the Tot Green Room at noon.
Bring a lunch, or pick up something. We
will adjourn at 1:30 PM

Minds on Fire December 5, 7:00 pm
Minds on Fire is an open group. We welcome new

members. Please join us for interesting
discussions on a variety of topics. For more

information, please call Shelley Covey or send
her an email at shelcovey@comcast.net.

Christmas Craft Workshop Dec 9, 1:00 pm
Rich Partida, our highly creative Director of Religious

Education is hosting a Christmas craft
workshop for families, Sunday afternoon,
December 9 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. There
will be several projects and lots of holiday
cheer. Please plan to join us, and let Rich

know you will be there!

UUCiL Men’s Group December 13th, 7:30 pm
The Men’s Group meets twice a month for fellowship
and discussion in the Round Table Room, on the second
and fourth Thursday of the month. If you would like to
join us, please contact Craig Fish:
craigbfish@comcast.net.

Children’s Choir Rehearsal Sundays 6:30 pm

That’s Right! There is a children’s choir at UUCiL and it
even includes boys! Rehearsals are Sunday evenings from
6:30 to 7:30 pm. See below for more information.

Shawl Ministry, December 19th, 7 pm,

Do you knit? Crochet? Do you want to learn? Come join
us! In this group, we work on knitting or
crocheting projects for those in need of
an extra dose of kindness. You can
work on a shawl or on a project you
have already started. We meet in the

Tot Green building on the 3rd

Wednesday and usually on the 4th Tuesday of the month.
This month we will not meet on the 25th but will resume
our usual meeting times in January. Happy Knitting!
Call Kim Rowe at 606-9531 if you have questions.

Finance Committee December 20th, 7 pm
The UUCiL Finance Committee meets on the 3rd

Thursdays of the month in the Tot Green Building. If
you have ideas regarding the finances of this church we
would love to hear from you.
At present, we are considering schemes for dividing the
current duties of our Treasurer, Arlen Rowe, into tasks
that can be managed by two volunteers: possibly a
Treasurer and a Bookkeeper. If you are interested in
serving UUCiL in either capacity, or if you have ideas
about how to ease the Treasurer’s task load, please
contact us.
The Committee members are John Harcourt, Chuck
Hartwig, Julie O’Brien, Ron Dueltgen, and Arlen Rowe.

UUFOs: Unitarian Universalists & Friends Outings

The Nutcracker Ballet December 15, 2 pm

Come and see the Nutcracker ballet at the
Bankhead Theater in Livermore with friends
from UUCiL. The dancers are children from

the Valley Dance Theatre accompanied by
Livermore Symphony members. I bought a block of 20
tickets for Saturday, December 15th 2:00 PM
performance. I received $5 off each ticket by buying 10
or more tickets. Our seats are in the middle, several rows
back, which is a good place for watching a ballet. Ticket
prices are: $12 for kids and $26 for adults. Arrange for
tickets with Alyce Rossow, 447-8881 rossow@ieee.org
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Update from The Ministerial Search Committee

Here’s a Ministerial Search Committee milestone: we’re
exchanging packets with interested ministerial candidates!
In order to protect the confidentiality of our candidates,
we can’t tell you who we’re talking to and we can’t show
you their packets, but we’re discovering some wonderful
people. These ministerial packets tell us of a candidate’s
life story, theology, interests, career, competencies, and
challenges. Even as we get to read about a ministerial
candidate, they get to read about the Unitarian
Universalist Church in Livermore. We expect to receive
packets all through December. It’s an exciting time.
We’ve taken some time as a committee to decide how to
organize our thoughts about the candidates and how to
decide which candidates we should invite to participate
further in our search process. Our method for reviewing
candidates is a mix of the subjective and the objective
and we’ll be looking at candidates with an eye for how
well they would serve our particular congregation.
As we read ministerial packets, we’re also preparing our
methods for the next step in the search process:
telephone interviews with ministerial candidates. Using
resources gathered from the Unitarian Universalist
Association, interviewing experience within the
committee, and information we’ve learned from the
congregational survey, we’re preparing pertinent
questions to ask our candidates. We’ll also begin a
process of checking references and conducting
background checks.
Although this is certainly a huge task, your help in
providing us with information about this congregation’s
history, needs, and desires has been of tremendous help.
The Unitarian Universalist Association’s large collection
of resources for congregations in
search has aided us enormously. With
all of that help and the foundation and
procedures we’ve already developed as
a committee, we’re ready to speak to
the pool of people who are interested
in ministering to our congregation.

Best,
Wendy Mason

Recycle your Christmas Cards

If you would like to recycle your holiday cards,
please bring them to UUCiL any Sunday
in January. A box will be provided on
the side table to collect them. Chilli or
Marion will deliver the cards to Anne
Warner at Village High School in
Pleasanton where the students will use
them to make gift cards.

Thanks to the Mowing Crew!

The trimmed lawns and swept walks you see at UUCiL
on Sunday mornings are not the result of the
Blue Fairy, or elves. This feat is accomplished
by our real, live helpers: Bud Barlow, Bob
Breckenridge, Maureen Hamm, Ralph
Moir, Steve Morgan, Harry Nelson, Mike
Peterson, Dick Ryon, Steve Morgan, and
John Vogel. Bob Stearns manages, advises,
and fills in whenever someone can't take a shift. Three
cheers for the volunteers!!! Please thank them yourself, in
person.

Notes from the Choirs

Singers Young & Old(er)
Our new children’s choir, who has chosen
to be called The Young Singers of UUCiL,
will be joining in song with our adult
choir at our December 16th service. The
children (on their own) will also share a
multi-lingual version of Silent Night & a
rousing Hanukkah song.
This group of songs has given the kids the opportunity
to learn not only about music but also about the history
& traditions of Hanukkah & the performance of five
languages.
We’ll be starting up rehearsals after the holidays on
January 13: every Sunday from 6:30 – 7:30 pm. If your
child is interested in joining us, please contact Leanne
Macdonnell, leanne.macdonnell@sbcglobal.net, 961-
9130 or Wendy Mason, wendyjanemason@gmail.com,
443-0774

Adult Choir Notes
The sight-reading workshop led by our director, Dee
Wood, was a real challenge. Now we can put our new
knowledge to work!
The Church of Latter Day Saints has again invited us to
join them for the annual festival on December 9th. . We
will be singing two selections. Several other church
choirs will be performing, also. Our choir plans to
participate in the Christmas Eve service December 24.
We always welcome new voices. Rehearsals are the first
Saturday of the month, and the rehearsal before services
are on December 2 and 16. Come sing with us!

Louise Gray
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Truckee Cabin Rent benefits coffers at UUCiL

We invite you to stay at our cozy cabin
located in Truckee with access to the
Tahoe Donner Association recreation
areas. This is a small cabin (750 sq ft),
but with 3 full beds and a twin bunk it
can sleep up to seven people and is
very family friendly.

Although the cabin is nicely furnished, it is not the
highlight of your stay. There are too many activities
around the cabin to stay indoors, including:
•Cross-country skiing just outside our door
•Tahoe Donner – downhill skiing within walking
distance, small but family friendly
•Northstar-at-Tahoe – World-class ski resort less than
30 min away
•Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows – about 40 min
away
•Snow play – sledding hill about 2 miles from the cabin
•Workout facility with hot tub

Winter rates are very affordable-
$50 Sunday - Wednesday (plus 10% tax) per night

plus $25 per night donation to your choice of the
Tri-Valley Haven or Unitarian Universalist Church
in Livermore.

$75 (plus 10% tax) Thursday - Saturday plus $25 per
night donation (availability very limited).

$750 (plus 10% tax) Dec 25 – Jan 1 plus $150
donation.

$375 (plus 10% tax) Feb 15 – 17 (President’s Day
weekend) plus $75 donation.

** There is an $85 cleaning fee if you do not desire
cleaning yourself (takes 1 person less than 2 hours)
Call Melissa Hodous at 925-456-6446 for availability or
check Google Calendar – Truckee Cabin.

A special collection to help the birds injured in
the SFBay Oil Spill

Dora O'Brien wants to help rescue birds injured in the
November 7, 2007 SFBay Oil Spill.

She writes:
I am collecting money and old (clean) towels, to help rescue the

oiled birds that have been affected
by the recent oil spill in San
Francisco Bay on November 7,
2007. Even though it has been
almost a month, the rescue
efforts continue. If you have any
extra towels that you don't want
any more I will take them! The
money will be going to the
International Bird Rescue and

Research Center (I.B.R.R.C.): www.ibrrc.org
I'm doing this because about a week ago I was watching the
news with my mom and I saw this 9-year-old girl raising money
for the oiled birds. This inspired me to get some of my friends
together and collect donations in our neighborhood, at church,
and also at school.
So far I have raised $121.10 and 5 towels! THANK YOU
to the people who gave a donation last Sunday, the birds will be
very happy!
I will be collecting money and towels until into the beginning of
January. I will let you know of my progress and try to keep you
updated. If you would like to donate by check, please make it
payable to: IBRRC - Haley's Bird Rescue Fund

Thanks again, and Happy Holidays
- Dora O'Brien

E-Waste Collection Raises Money For UUCiL

Anticipating some new stuff for Christmas? Start saving
your outdated and otherwise replaced electronics, such as
CRTs, computers, TV sets, cell phones, stereos, and
printers for a e-waste collection and recycling event at
UUCiL on Saturday, February 16. Our partners, C&T
Recycling, will have a truck in the UUCiL parking lot to
accept any and all e-waste. Monitors, cell phones,
televisions and ink cartridges will be accepted for free;
donors will be charged $5 per item for all other items.

This is a fundraiser for our church. We will receive a
portion of the cash collected plus payment based on total
weight for all waste collected. All materials are
reprocessed in the US; C&T Recycling does NOT ship
these materials to India or China.
If you are planning to attend the
February ski weekend and have e-
waste to donate or if you have
other questions, contact Ron
Dueltgen at 449-0528 or
ron@dueltgen.net.
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Spring Thing at Asilomar –April 18 – 20, 2008

It may seem early, but it is time to register for our Spring Thing weekend in the beautiful seaside setting of the Asilomar
Conference Grounds on the tip of the Monterey Peninsula to be held from the afternoon of Friday, April 18th to noon on
Sunday, April 20th.
We are looking forward to a warm, friendly, spontaneous, relaxed, and relatively unstructured gathering of about 40 UUs
and friends. The spectacular location, six delicious full-course meals (with wine available at reasonable cost), comfortable
accommodations for two nights in the historic Scripps Hall (which has private baths and maid service in the sleeping
rooms, a living room, and a meeting room), and the company of new and old friends will make this a memorable weekend.
There will be games, fireside conversations and discussions, a welcome party, bike rides (bikes may be rented or bring your
own), nature walks and a chance to relax. This weekend is also an opportunity to explore the Monterey area — Carmel,
Point Lobos, and the Aquarium are popular destinations. All Asilomar facilities will be available to you, including the
lounge with ping pong and billiards, the heated swimming pool, jitney service, and, of course, the beaches and trails. All
buildings at Asilomar are designated non-smoking.
Cost is $220 per adult (double occupancy), children (3–17 years) are $138, and children under 3 years are free. Registration
deadline is January 14, 2008, after which we have to release any unsold rooms. Contact Kathi or Murray Bullis before
December 31st by telephone at (925) 829-4419 or by e-mail at mbkb2@comcast.net, for additional information and a
registration form.

This space was purchased at the 2007 service auction.

You too may buy space in the newsletter to pontificate, to vent, or to advertise. Here’s my ad:

LOST: White vinyl coated wire panels plus shelving which clips onto the squares formed
by the wire. This equipment is used at craft fairs and puzzle shows. Last seen after
UUCiL's 2006 Christmas bazaar. It was helpfully placed, as directed, into a "white
car" Unfortunately, the white car wasn't mine. After much asking, checking, they
still are not found. Anyone locating them may claim a REWARD - your choice of
a dish for a UUCiL potluck in the spring. Claire Nelson -
msclairenelson@yahoo.com

P.s. It's not too early to start contemplating what you might offer at UUCiL's service auction in January. See ya'll there.



* items are described elsewhere in this month’s newsletter
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

RE Comm. 8-9:30 am
Choir Rehearsal 9:30 am

2
Choir 9:30
Find a Stillness, Hold a Stillness,

Rev. Carolyn *, 10:30am
1st Sunday Book Group, Green Rm., noon
Children’s Choir*,6:30-7:30 pm
1st day to bring Gifts for TriValley Haven

1st Sunday of Advent

3

Gifts for
TriValley Haven

4
Caring & Concerns

Committee
Green Rm., 9:30

Gifts for
TriValley Haven

5
Minds on Fire*,

Meier’s, 7-8:30 pm

Gifts for
TriValley Haven

1st Day of Hanukah

6

Gifts for
TriValley Haven

Hanukah

7

Gifts for
TriValley Haven

Hanukah

8

Gifts for
TriValley Haven

Hanukah

9
Be Not Afraid,
Naming & Dedication Ceremony
Rev. Carolyn Colbert,* 10:30am

Christmas Craft Workshop, 1:00
Last day to bring: Gifts for TriValley Haven
UUCiL Choir @ Annual Choir Festival: LDS
Church, Livermore

Hanukah

10

Private Rental,
Founders’ Bdg., 4-9 pm

Hanukah

11

Board of Trustees,
Green Rm, 6 pm

Hanukah

12 13

Men’s Group ,
Round Table Rm,
7:30 pm

14 15

Nutcracker Ballet UFO

16

Choir 9:30
The Do-It-Yourself Christmas Pageant:

An Intergenerational Service
Rev. Carolyn Colbert* & the congregation
Youth Choir Sings
Potluck Luncheon* (O-R set-up & clean-up)

17 18 19

Shawl Ministry*,
Round Table Rm,
7-8:30 pm

Day of Hajj

20

Finance Comm.,
Green Room, 7 pm

Deadline for
Newsletter input
Eid al-Adha

21

Private Rental,
Sanctuary,

7-10 pm

22

Yule

23

Choir 9:30
In Praise of the Dark, Praise of the Light

Rev. Carolyn Colbert*,

24

Christmas Eve Service, 6
pm

In the Close and Holy Darkness
Rev. Carolyn Colbert

& The UUCiL Choir

25

Christmas

26

Kwanzaa

27 28 29

30

Beginnings & Endings,
Sunday Services Committee *, 10:30am

January Sundays:
6: High Heeled Shoes
6: Return Guest at Your Table Boxes
13: Taking Ourselves Seriously

31

January Tuesdays:
8: Board Mtg

22: Shawl Ministry*,
Green Rm, noon-2

January Wednesdays:
2: Minds on Fire
16: PM Shawl
Ministry

January Thursdays:
10 & 24: Men’s Group
17: Finance Comm.

January Fridays: January Saturdays:
5: RE Comm., 8-9:30 am

Choir Rehearsal 9:30 am



Casting on . . . UU’s on the web
Last month I wrote about UU podcasts - recorded broadcasts of UU services and sermons that are stored on the Internet and
accessible via a digital music program such as iTunes. I’d like to continue this month with UU blogs.

Now, for those of you who may be unfamiliar with the world of online conversations, blog is a shortened name
for Web Log. Writing a blog is somewhat like writing in your diary, then leaving it out on the kitchen table for
anyone else that comes to your house to read and add comments to as they see fit. In this case a blog is a
webpage, and instead of airing your thoughts around the kitchen table, you are sharing your writings with an
audience of thousands. And this audience can post responses to your writings, correspondents can even post links

to other websites and pictures on your website, depending on how your blog is configured. Blogs can create a dynamic
community of hundreds that engage with one another on a daily basis. Or they can serve as a personal, albeit very public, venting
of spleen, fit for no one else’s eyes on issues that only concern one person. There are blogs about every subject imaginable, that
strive to educate, share, and build community, and there are blogs about nothing much at all.
As you might imagine, UU’s like to air their opinions as much as others, especially in a forum that generates discussion. There
are, therefore, quite a few UU Blogs on the Internet. And each blog has its own particular focus. Some are written by UU
ministers, others by seminarians, scholars, and journalists. Some concern themselves with congregational resources, still others –
advocacy. There are UU blogs on politics and culture, spirituality and inspiration, and on religious commentary. Some are diaries
with commentary, others are community blogs, while still others are international UU blogs. There are even blogs on blogs!
I recently came across a directory of many of these UU blogs on a website named Philocrites:
http://www.philocrites.com/archives/003616.html. According to this website: Philocrites is the personal Web site and online persona of
Chris Walton, editor of UU World, the quarterly magazine of the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations, and uuworld.org, the
Association's weekly online magazine, where he writes regularly about the Unitarian Universalist movement. To my eye, this is a wonderful, up-
to-date compendium and well worth consulting.
If you are interested in what other UU’s have to say, consider looking for a blog that interests you. You can lurk in the shadows
just reading the conversations, contribute occasionally, or become a regular participant. You may even decide to author your
own blog. (There are lots of websites to help you get started with that too! But I’ll save that topic for another time)
The Internet offers many riches for us, as a religious community and as individuals. Let’s share the wealth, and enrich each
other. JCO’B, - Ed



Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore
1893 N. Vasco Road
Livermore, CA 94551-9793
925.447.8747 www.uucil.net

The Unitarian Universalist Church in
Livermore is a caring, diverse

community of open-minded people.
We provide a supportive non-creedal

environment for spiritual and
intellectual growth.

We encourage living respectfully and

fostering the religious aspect of life
through serving the larger community.

We are a Welcoming Congregation

The Unitarian Universalist Church in Livermore is located at 1893 North Vasco Road in Livermore, California.
Founded as a Fellowship in 1957, we are proud to have been a voice for liberal religion in the TriValley for the over 50 years.
To learn more about our congregation please join us for Sunday Service at 10:30 am and visit our website at: www.uucil.net


